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LIFE OF DE ZIETEN 



JLhE interminable war which threatened 
the Prussian empire with devastation and 
rain, and in which, not^^ithstanding the ap- 
parent doubtfulness of its issue , Frederick was 
ineritably involved, began in the month of 
August, 1756; a short time after his recon- 
with Zieten. 



The enemies of Prussia, having entered into 
secret alliances, had already meditated its de- 
etmction. The recovery of Silesia^ in favour 
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of the house of Austria, was not the sole ob- 
ject of the league; their aim was to palsy a 
political body which the creative genius of 
its sovereign had indued with such energy as 
to excite perpetual jealousy and alarm* 

% 
I 

Frederick endeavoured to elude the danger 
with which he was menaced by striking the 
first blow. He collected an army, and before 
the powers of Europe were at all aware of 
his intentions, he entered Saxony; occupied 
the city of Dresden, and blocked up the camp 
of Pirna; he then marched with a body of 
choice troops into Bohemia; beat marshal 
Brown at Lowositz; made a whole army pri- 
soners of war; ♦ and finally established his 
winter -quarters in Saxony. 

While these events were succeeding each 
other with astonishing rapidity, the Prussian 
generals, engaged in the blockade of Pirna, had 
recourse to such measures as were necessary 

for 
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DEZIETEN. 3 

for the purpose of cutting off communications; 
and Zieten was of the number of those who 
were employed in that task. 

With the first battalion of his regiment , he 
had joined the column under the command of 
duke Ferdinand of Brunswick, while -the se- 
cond had reinforced the column which the king 
headed in person. The prince's first rendezvous 
was at Halle , and Aschersleben ; from whence 
Zieten* had y on the sgth of August, led tliree 
battalions and ten squadrons through Weissen- 
felsy ZeiZ| and Altenbourg, as far as Frev- 
bourg, the second place of rendezvous. After 
this, being charged with the command of the 
advanced -guard, he continually preceded the 
army till the dulce formed his camp between 
Cotta and Dohna, opposite to Pirna. The 
other columns which arrived at the same time 
had taken those advantageous positions which 
decided the fate of Saxony. 

Upon the dislocation of the army, Zieten 
was cantoned in the neighbourhood of Zwic- 
kaw, on the frontiers of Bphemia. He had 

' SIX 
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six battalions and twenty squadrons under his 
command. His winter- quarters were not dis- 
turbed, and he availed himself of that inter- 
val of quiet to exercise his troops, and to 
familiarize them anew with the dangers and 
toils of war. 

At the opening of the ensuing campaign > 
the king, after having concentrated the canton- 
ments, distributed his army into three differ- 
ent bodies; that in which Zieten served was 
commanded by prince Maurice of Dessau, who 
after several feint movements for the purpose 
of distracting the attention of the enemy, pene- 
trated into Bohemia over the Bassberg; and 
having marched through Commotaw and Brix, 
joined the king at Linnai. ^ 

Zieten commanded ' the advanced -guard of 
the prince: he had likewise the command of 
that of the king with a more considerable 
body of men. On his arrival at Linnai, he 

was 
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was invested with the order of the black 



eagle. 



After having collected all his columns, the 
king began to march, and advanced towards 
Prague with all possible expedition. The ar- 
my of count Brown lay before him , and se- 
veral formidable detachments hovered about 
his Aanks. Zieten was chosen to clear the 
route and remove every obstacle; and he ac- 
quitted himself to the entire satisfaction of 
the king. ^ 

It would be superfluous to make a journal 
of this march, and to enter into the detail of 
each assault. Not a day passed without an 
encounter, a victory, and the acquisition of 
prisoners. The general took possession of the 
magazines of Martinowes, Gommotiz, and Bu- 
din. On a reconnoitring -party at Well warn, 
his regiment had the honour to have the king 
at their head. Count Brown having broke up 
his camp in order to fall back upon Prague, 
Zieten made an attack upon his rear guard, 
and took three hundred prisoners. 

During 
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During this march , and in every encounter 
that attended it, Zieten was accompanied by a 
pupil of distinguished ardour and enterprise. 
This was the famous Seidlitz, at that time a 
colonel in a regiment of cuirassiers, with 
which he had obtained the king's permission 
to join the advanced -guard, in order to form 
himself in that school. The pupil did great 
credit to his master, and the king had no 
occasion to regret his having given consent to 
this military novelty. 

Events of higher importance ^vere soon to 
succeed the foregoing transactions. 

The king*s army arrived on the banks of 
the Muldaw to operate a junction with that 
under the command of marshal de Schwerin. 
The pontons were laid, and the troops hdd 
already begun to pass the river; * when the 
king received the disagreeable information, that 
the marshal would not be at the place of ren- 
dezvous 
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dezvous before! the following day. This dis- 
appointment rendered his situation extremely 
critical. In face of an hostile army of super- 
iour force, encamped under the cannon of 
Prague, and .who, had they been duly ap- 
prized by their scouts, might have charged 
the Prussians with their cavalry on the bank 
of the river; he had nevertheless the art to 
conceal his embarrassment from the greater 
part of his generals. He had courage enough 
to brave the danger, and address suiEcient to 
triumph over it. 

Zieten was one of the small number of 
those to whom he imparted the secret, and 
of whoi?i he made use tq execute his plan, 
and to secure its success, Although he did 
not find the succour he had expected on the 
other side of the Muldaw, he refrained from 
giving any interruption to the passage of the 
troops; but in order to remain undiscovered 
as long as possible, he caused them to file 
over a single bridge; a measure which consi- 
derably retarded the march. As fast as they 
arrived on the other side, they encamped in 

the 
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the most silent manner between Trachirn and 
Czisnitz. Zieten was charged to cover the 
formation of this hasty camp, to guard the 
avenues to it, and to prevent any thing from 
transpiring which might betray the arrival of 
the Prussians and render them liable to a sur* 
prise. 

It cannot be decided whether it was to 
mere chance , or to the prudence of his gen* 
eraly that the king was indebted for the hap- 
py issue of this critical night. All that we 
are able to say is, that the enemy availed 
themselves of none of the advantages which 
their position might have afforded them; a 
circumstance either owing to their not being 
prepared to make an attack , or to the precau- 
tions Zieten had taken to prevent any deserter 
from carrying them an account of the king*s 
embarrassment. The passage of the river and 
the formation of the campi could not, how- 
ever, be wholly unknown to the Austrians, 
as from this camp their left wing was dis- 
tinctly observed. 



In 
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In the mean while count de Schwerin con- 
tinued marching during the whole night, and 
his junction with the king took place on the 
6th of May, at five o* clock in the morning. 
At the same time, and in consequence of a 
similar operation , the armies of prince Charles 
and marshal Brown effected a junction under 
the command of the former. The king was 
apprized that, besides these two corps, a 
third, commanded by marshal Daun, was in 
full march, and had been reinforced on the 
route by that of Serbelloni and several others. 
This news decided the part he had to act: 
there was no time to be lost; the union of 
all these forces would have given the enemy 
a superiority which it would have been vain 
to resist. 

On the 6th of May, immediately upon the 
arrival of Schwerin, the king fought the fa- 
mous battle of Prague , and gained a victory 
at the expense of slaughtered thousands. 

After having reconnoitred the enemy's camp 
with marshal Schwerin, and finding it advan- 
tageous- 
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tageously situated upon the heights^ and cover- 
ed by swampy ground, he made the follow- 
ing disposition. 

With the left wing, which the marshal 
commanded, that general was directed to at- 
tack and turn the right wing of the imperi- 
alists; their left wing being inaccessible. The 
king was to lead on the centre. His right 
wing, without acting on the offensive, was 
ordered to support the left. Zieten had the 
command of the corps of reserve , composed of 
ten squadrons of dragoons and twenty of hus- 
sars. He was enjoined to make no movement, 
unless on the express order of his niiajesty. 

The king considered his plan as infallible: 
Zieten, however, was less sanguine in his ex- 
pectations, and took his precautions according- 
ly. He was sensible of the dilHculties arising 
from the ground on which the left wing had 
to manoeuvre; he knew that the marshal had 
two dikes to pass befote he could form his 
line, and, that during its- formation, his flanks 
would lie uncovered. The danger appeared so 

immi- 
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imminent that he could not allow himself to 
remain an inactive spectator; and after many 
struggles with himself, after having duly con- 
sidered t)Oth sides of the question and com- 
pared the orders of the king with the exigen- 
cy of the moment, he determined upon quit- 
ting his post, yet without leaving it in a de- 
fenceless condition; and having intrusted gen- 
eral de Werner with the command of the 
corps of reserve , he took with him ten squa- 
drons of dragoons, and stationed them along 
the dikes at the entrance of the defiles , wher- 
ever they might serve to cover the march of 
the infantry. Having made this disposition, 
he moved forward to assist at the attack. 

What Zieten had apprehended and foreseen 
now took place. The marshy and broken 
ground, equally advantageous to the enemy as 
disfavourable to the Prussians, changed the at- 
tack into a flight. The heights before them, 
the swamps on their flanks, and the defiles 
and dikes in their rear, alike contributed to 
hem them in; and both cavalry and infantry 
seemed to be on the verge of destruction. 

Zieten 
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Zieten immediately returned to the dikes, 
ivhere he had posted his dragoons in defence 
of the outlets; and sent word to general de 
Werner to join him instantly, and to lengthen 
his line as much as possible in order to a\ve 
the enemy. Without this reinforcement the 
left wing could not have been saved. The ca- 
valry had charged several times, and had even 
broken that of the enemy; but after having 
lost the brave prince of Schonaich, who w^as 
at their head, and being repulsed, turned, and 
put to flight, they uncovered the flank of the 
infantry, and left it intirely without defence. 
The honour of repairing this disaster was re- 
served for Zieten» 

The Prussian infantry, who had been engaged 
in the pursuit of the hostile grenadiers, re- 
treated in great disorder towards the dike of 
Dubatsch; and the cavalry being closely pres- 
sed by the enemy, took the road to the dike 
of Untermichelop. In vain the generals and 
all the officers endeavoured to stop the fugi- 
tives. Zieten, however, at length was able 
to check the infantry by drawing out a party 

of 
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of his dragoons in their way; and, accompani- 
ed by the rest, he threw himself before the 
last -mentioned dike at the instant in which 
the routed cavalry arrived there. 

This moment proved a decisive one. He 
not only prevented, the fugitives from passing 
the dike; he was even able to rally, and in- 
spire them with new courage. He addressed 
them in a calm and resolute manner, exhort- 
ed them to follow his advice, to form them- 
selves in a line on either side of the dike; and 
after resting themselves a while till a re- 
inforceitoetot should a^frive, to return to the 
charge and vanquish the enemy. He conclu« 
ded with promising them a certain victory. 

With extrenjie difficulty he prevailed on 
them to listen to his advice. A panic terror 
had seized upon the cavalry; and in spite of 
the representations of Zieten and the efforts of 
his dragoons , . they were on the point of for- 
cing a passage. General de Wobersnow, aide- 
de-camp to the king, who arrived on the 
spot during these transactions, recommended 

violent 
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violent measures, advised Zieten to stop the 
fugitives by force, and toeut down some of 
them by way of ^xamf)le. Zieten, whom ex- 
perience had taught . to preserve his temper 
on the most trying occasions, begged to be 
allowed to proceed in his own way, and ur- 
ged the expediency of waiting the arrival of 
succour. He promised with apparent confi- 
dence what he could only feebly hope for; 
as it was {iossible that the king might have 
given general de Werner orders different from 
those which he himself had issued. 

In the mean while, a long cloud of dust be- 
gan to arise; and, drawing near, soon exhi- 
bited a party of hussars hastening to the relief 
of their comrades. 

Zieten pointed to them at a distance, in- 
creased their number in order to hearten his 
troops, and made his disposition while they 
were advancing. Upon the dike he placed al- 
ternately his dragoons and the hussars M. de 
Werner had just joined him with ; and behind 
them, he collected and formed the routed ca- 
valry 



D £ Z I £ T £ N. 15 
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valry to compose , in their turn, the corps of 
reserve and cover the attack. 

After having formed the two lines, Zieten 
called the generals and principal oiEcers about 
him, and addressed them in these terms. 

" Gentlemen ! The defeat of our comrades is 
a very disastrous event. Be it our task to re- 
pair the mischief, and secure a victory. To 
this end I shall have recourse to the fol- 
lowing disposition.^^ 

'*As soiOn as the fugitives are rallied behind 
us, general de Werner, who commands the 
left, will fall upon the enemy's right, and 
turn it. With the right wing I shall myself 
attack the cavalry that are in . pursuit of our 
men. I shall rout them, make good my 
way to the infantry, and take the battery 
on the right. The rest of the cavalry will 
follow, one regiment after another, at equal 
intervals, and support us. As soon as we are 
in motion, the drums with beat th^ march." 

After 
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After haring pronounced these words in a 
loud and resolute tone of voice, he drew his 
sabre, and putting himself at the head of the 
troops, cried out, "March!" and ordering the 
trumpets to sound a charge, he cast his eyes 
along the whole line, and marked the ardour 
which glowed in the countenance of every 
soldier. 

Fortune proved favourable to courage. With 
a handful of men, general de Wamery kept 
Haddick, the Austrian general, in awe, and 
hindered him from moving from the right and 
taking the Prussians in flank. The rest of the 
hostile cavalry had disbanded in pursuit of the 
Prussians: they acted without concert, and fell 
into disorder at the sight of the fresh troops 
who were advancing upon them; and who ap- 
peared / more numerous and more formidable 
than they .were in fact, on account of the clouds 
of dust in which they were enveloped. The 
Austrians now turned their backs and endea- 
voured to rally and form their broken regi- 
ments; but Zieten did not give them time to ef- 
fect their purpose; he broke their ranks, put 

them 
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them to flight, and pursued them briskly. The 
first he came up to, -vras a regiment of cuiras- 
siers: their commander cried out to the hus- 
sars, at the distance of fifty paces; "What! 
Are you all mad? Don't you see you are going 
to charge a regiment of the line?** The hus- 
sars made no reply; but falling upon them, 
they quickly overcame, and dispersed them. 
They overtook all the rest, whom they treat- 
ed in like m^ner; and the dragoons of Schmet- 
tau supported the hussars of Zieten so ef- 
fectually, that in this quarter the victory of 
the Prussians seemed complete. They perform- 
ed prodigies of valour, carried away colours, 
standards ; braved the fire of the batteries, and 
reduced them to silence. 

While victory was declaring in favour of 
the Prussians; and the very regiments, who 
had at first turned their backs to the enemy, 
overwhelmed with shame and burning with 
emulation, were coming back to the charge 
to recover their lost honour; general de Wer- 
ner, after, having turned the Austrians and 
joined M. de Warnery, had in concert with 

11. a him 



i8 T H E L 1 F E O F 

him fallen upon general Ae Haddick, and 
driven him upon the infantry of the right 
wing. The infantry gave way, the rout be- 
came general; Zieten cut the enemy off from 
Prague, and the victors took possession of the 
camp of the conquered* 

While the well-timed application of the 
corps of reserve and the prompt and masterly 
manoeuvres of Zieten were securing success, 
the Prussian infantry were likewise acquitting 
themselves in the most brilliant manner* The 
colours, with which the immortal Schwerin 
had thrown himself into the midst of the ene- 
my, had inspired his troops with resistless ar- 
dour. Thousands of arms were lifted up to 
avenge his death; and the heaps of slain bore 
ample testimony to the efficacy of their strokes. 
Zieten covered their flank, and turned that of 
the enemy; and, in the mean while, the in- 
fantry pressing forward, took possession of the 
field of battle. 

Of the exploits which signalized the right 
wing and the centre, and the names of the 

heroes 
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heroes of the day, "We shall say nothing, as it 
does not immediately belong to our subject. 
History has celebrated those of Schwerin, 
Henry > Ferdinand, Bevem: the like ju.^tice is 
due to others, and among that number is 
Zieten. 

The laurels acquired by the l^russians Were 
dearly Won* The number of killed and 
wounded, on either side> amounted to twenty- 
five thousand. * In the midst of his triumphs, 
Frederick bewailed the death of his brave 
soldiers, and especially that of Schwerin. *♦ 
The Austrians testified the like regret for the 
loss of marshal Brown ^ who had been mor«» 
tally Wounded in the battle* 

The prince of Lorrain threw himself into 
Prague with forty thousand of the routed ar- 

** my* 



• In his ** Postlnimous Works,^' the king makes the loss^ 
on the side of the Austrians > to be 24000 men, and on 
his own, 18000. 

•• "He alone ivas worth ten thousand men*** "Seven 
Years' War/* 
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my. The king determined to shut him up in 
that place, and took his measures accordingly. 
The' right wing of the Austrians' being cut off 
from Prague, they advanced further into Bo- 
hernia; still approaching the Sas6a^ye, and mar- 
shal Daun who had already arrived at Boh- 
misch^Brodt. Zieten having received orders 
to watch that general's motions, put himself, 
on the Qth of May, at the head of forty squa- 
drons for that purpose* 

Having marched towards Brandeis and Boh* 
misch-Brodt, he was convinced that marshal 
Daun had a very considerable force with him; 
and which, he learnt, would soon be increas- 
ed by the right wing that had been touted 
before Prague. His report to the king was 
conlormable to that of general de, Manstein 
and colonel de Puttkammer, who had likewise 
been sent to observe the enemy on the banks 
of the Sassawe* 

In Order to ptevent marshal Daun from ad- 
vancing to the relief of Prague, the reduction 
of which by famine was shortly expected, it 

was 
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•was necessary to oppose liim 'with a stronger 
body of men, 

On the lolh of May, eighteen battalions 
and fifteen squadrons were detached against 
him, urjder th^ command of the duke of Be- 
vern. This corps, joined to those of Zieten, 
Manstein, and Puttkammer, amounted to about 
twenty -two thousand menj apd they had an' 
army to cope with , which at first was forty, 
and afterwards sixty thqusand strong. 

Notwithstanding this great disproportion of 
numbers, marshal Daun thought fit to with- 
draw himself from the duke of Bevern, and 
to march as far as Collin, Kuttenberg, and 
Haber. The duke camped at the first of those 
places; where he took possession of a maga- 
zine belonging to the enemy; he likewise de- 
tached Zieten to seize upon those of Suchdol, 
-which were very considerable. The general 
put Jiimself at the head of four battalions and 
eleven hundred horse; as the enemy had re- 
inforced the post on account of its great im- 
portance in furnishing them with supplies of 

meal. 
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meal, Zieten dislodged the Cravats who de- 
fended the heights, took a great number of 
them prisoners, and forced the garrison to 
abandon the town and magazines with very- 
considerable loss. Ha afterwards made him- 
self master of those of Kuttenberg and 
NeuhofFt 

The duke, who followed him at no great 
distance, never failed to form his camp on the 
spot which the marshal had just occupied. 

The latter had retreated as far as Haber; 
and although he must have had his reasons for 
not waiting for an 'enemy so inferior in force, 
he was nevertheless obliged to manoeuvre at 
the expense of his magazines; and from the 
loth of May to the nth of June, he acted 
a secondary part only; while the duke was 
covering the blockade of Prague, and Zieten 
(who had the corps of Nadasty to contend 
with) was incessantly doing him mischief. 

The face of affairs changed, however, on 
the i8th. The right wing of the prince of 

Lor- 
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Lorrain*s routed army had joined marshal 
Daun, and the latter "was now two thirds 
stronger than the duke* Strength inspires 
bravery; the soldiers were impatient for the 
onsets and the general soon availed himself of 
their ardour, 

Zieten was the first who perceived an ex- 
traordinary movement in the hostile army. 
A well-timed reconnoitring -party, which with 
great difEculty he had prevailed on the duke 
to allow him to make on the 15th, had af- 
forded him very ponvincing proof of that cir- 
cumstance. His plan was to gain the heights 
of Maleschaw, from whente he would be en- 
abled to observe the enemy. The imperialists 
who occupied this eminence, had filled the 
valley and the forests that surrounded it, with 
light cavalry; and, while Zieteu's hussars were 
employed in dislodging them and clearing the 
circumjacent country, he himself led on his 
infantry to the hill; where he put a detach- 
ment of grenadiers to flight. When he ar- 
rived on the summit, he discovered what he 
had already apprehended; the army of the 

mar- 
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marshal lay before him; he saw the danger 
which threatened that of the duke, and he 
hastened to apprize liim of it. 

Marshal Daun had conducted his plan with 
uncommon art. In order to elude the duke, 
he caused his centre and his right wing to 
remain stationary, while the left was march- 
ing on under cover of the forests that over- 
spread the country. This secret march could 
only be perceived from the heights of Ma- 
leschaw which the enemy had occupied; and 
without the assistance of Zieten, the duke's 
right wing must have been attacked, turned; 
and himself cut oiF from Collin. Thus was 
the plan detected; and, if not frustrated, was 
at least crossed, and its execution repressed. 
Zieten had time to inform the duke of his 
discovery; and the duke to take his measures 
in consequence. 

His army was too weak to make eiFectual 
resistance, and he was obliged to fall back 
upon Collin. He broke up his camp; and, be- 
ginning his march, he gained the defiles which 

it 
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it was necessary should lie between the ene- 
my and himself, and waited for them in the 
plain, where he had taken a secure and for- 
midable position. During this time, Zieten 
was engaged in an encounter with Nadasty, 

He had attacked him with such vigour, that 
the Austrian partisan was imable to make fur- 
ther resistance. He pushed him upon the left 
of the infantry, and threw the infantry itself 
into disorder. By thus checking the enemy, 
Zieten had given his general time to pass the 
defiles and to range his troops in order of 
battle. The fine resistance made by the for- 
mer, and the formidable attitude the duke was 
now in, induced the marshal to desist from 
his pursuit. He contented himself with firing 
a few cannon, which were duly returned him; 
and the Prussians made good their retreat to 
Colliu in open daylight, and without any 
loss. 

Zieten and his detachment were the last 
that arrived there; after having fought, as 
they retreated, till sunset, and encountered 

difficult 
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difficulties of every kind. His men had bieen 
under arms since four in the morning; they 
had begun with forming the advanced guard, 
and they finished by sustaining the rear. Im- 
peded by the artillery and baggage - waggons , 
which it was necessary to protect; checked by 
the defiles and inundations they had to pass, 
and by the Cravats who had concealed them- 
selves in the corn-fields, and were incessantly 
harassing them; these brave warriors, worn 
out with fatigue, at length joined their com- 
rades. The duke gratefully acknowledged the 
service that had been done him, and the 
whole army partook of his satisfaction. The 
main body, however, had the greater reason 
to be happy; for they had lost neither tent 
nor waggon; while Zietens corps had severely 
suffered, though their loss has never been ac- 
curately estimated. 

On the next day (the 14th of June) the 
duke quitted his position at Collin to join the 
king at Caurzim, who had arrived there from 
Prague with ten battalions and twenty squa- 
drons. The duke's baggage could not follow 

him 
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him till the day after, on account of the bad- 
ness of the roads and the defiles they had to 
pass. Zieten, who covered it, met with scarce 
any annoyance on the way; and the baggage 
arrived in safety at its destination. 

The king was apprized by the dulte of the 
approach of the marshal, the superiority of 
his forces, and the necessity of yielding to 
numbers. His majesty seemed to give credit 
to the report, and even expressed his approba- 
tion of the brilliant retreat which his general 
had made. On the following day, he chan- 
ged both his sentiments and his. humour: he 
maintained that Daun had not advanced his 
army, that the duke had been deceived by 
the manoeuvres of Nadasty, and that he had 
done wrong to retrograde. That Frederick 
should give way to such erroneous conclusions 
is a matter of no small astonishment. Yet it 
should be considered, that he had hitherto 
been favoured by fortime in the most extra- 
ordinary manner, and now began seriously to 
persuade himself of the feasibility of any 
measure his imagination could suggest. He 

had 
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Jiad resolved to attack the marshal in a posi- 
lion which he considered, as a bad one; and, 
after having beaten him, to make the forty- 
thousand men, shut up in Prague, prisoners 
of war. Reason is often the dupe of inclina- 
tion, and a monarch will always find a crowd 
of counsellors of the same opinion as himself. 
In vain did the duke urge the report of eye- 
witnesses, the depositions of prisoners, the 
evidence of deserters: some of these, his ma- 
jesty considered, would not speak the truth; 
others, he thought, were unacquainted with 
it: and, as for the prisoners, . they either be- 
longed to the corps of Nadasty, or formed a 
part of a feeble detachment which the marshal 
had sent out for the mere purpose of deluding 
the enemy. In a word*, the king persisted in 
his opinion; and, according to him, marshal 
Daun was stationary in his camp at Golz-Jan- 
kaw; and the duke, 2Lieten, and all the gen- 
erals, had been deceived by false appearan- 
ces. Thus prepossessed, he treated them 
the next day with extreme coolness, and ob- 
served repeatedly to his suite, that Nadasty 
had thrown dust into the duke's eyes and de- 
prived 
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prived^him of his sight* He treated general 
de Manstein and general de Finck with still 
great severity; — the first of ivhom belonged to 
the corps commanded by Zieten, and the se- 
cond was the head of the duke's staff. He ac- 
cused them openly of having made a retreat, 
which, according to his representations, ^was 
useless and precipitate: and what unhappily 
confirmed the king in his opinion, was the dis- 
appearance of the far greater part of Nadasty's 
troops who had followed the duke as far as 
Zusmuck. It is not the business of these pages 
to examine how far this erroi: might have 
contributed towards the check which the kind's 
army experienced three days after: all we 
shall venture to say, is that Zieten foresaw 
that event and even predicted it» On the 
15th, he declared on the parade with much 
agitation of mind, that he apprehended 
some great disaster; as the king, he la- 
mented, would not credit either him or 
his brother -officers, or the reports of the 
advanced •^ posts, and obstinately persevered in 
his incredulity* 

While 
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While marshal Daun was still in the neigh- 
bourhood of Collin, the king made prepara- 
tions for marching to Kuttenberg, to turn his 
right wing at Golz-Jankaw, and force him to 
retreat. The routes were traced out, and the 
i6th of June was fixed upon for the march» 

A party had been detached to Reconnoitre 
the ground* M. de Belling and M. de Gaudi, 
having discovered with the naked eye the 
camp of marshal Daun, from the top of the 
steeple of Oberkrut, and plainly perceived his 
three lines, his cavalry and infantry, made 
their report accordingly. The king received 
them ill, asserted and maintained the contrary; 
and holding a map in his hand, endeavoured 
to make them believe that what they had seen 
could have been nothing else than a body of 
partisans belonging to Nadasty's corps* The 
advanced -guards, however, having confirmed 
the news on the evening of the 15th, and de- 
clared to have seen a line of cavalry behind 
the village of Stropschutz, the king detached 
two battalions and a party of cavalry to keep 
a good watch during the night* 

The 
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The next day the enemy having disappear- 
ed, the detachment returned to the camp. In 
the afternoon, prince Maurice of Dessau ar- 
rived with a reinforcement: the king received 
him in a very gracious manner and said to 
him, "Daun, is still at Golz-Jankaw: I shall 
march to Janowitz and turn his left wing. 
Do not attempt to dissuade me from it, if you 
wish we should remain friends." In the mean 
time, he arranged the order of battle and made 
dispositions for the march; which was now 
no longer intended for Janowitz, on account 
of the position of the corps Which was errone- 
ously taken for that of Nadasty. On the 17th, 
the army began their march, and moved to- 
wards Suchdol and Kuttenberg. When they 
arrived as far as the entrance of the defile of 
Stropschutz, it was no longer possible to doubt 
of the real state of the affair. The king dis- 
covered the army of marshal Daun posted near 
Krichenaw, at the distance of half a German 
• mile from him. The veil dropped from his 
eyes; he now saw what the duke, what Zie- 
ten and several other generals had vainly an- 
nounced. The marshal had chosen the camp 

and 
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and the positions already stated: his attitude 
clearly shewed that he meant either to attack, 
or be himself attacked, and that there could 
be no question of any retreat. 

The king sent for prince Maurice and the 
duke^ and shewed them the position of the 
enemy. The latter stung with indignation at 
the wrongs he had suffered fot some days 
past, observed that he had been apprized of 
it the night before; that he had himself seen 
the hostile columns occupy the field; but con- 
sidered it useless to communicate it, as his ma- 
jesty, he knew, still persisted in the idea that 
they belonged to the corps of Nadasty. 

The kings astonishment was extreme. In his 
writings he speaks of the appearance of mar- 
shal Daun as an event totally unlooked for. * 

This 



• 

• The king was desirous of marching the ^ritiy to Schwoi- 
schitE , the environs of -which were susceptible of de- 
fence; but scarcely had the troops began to move, when • 
marshal Daun made his appearance , and began to form 
his lines near the above place. This movement on the 

pa« 
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This would not have surprised him, had he 
taken advantage, four days earlier, of the 
duke's retreat and of the motives which justi- 
fied it. 

We now come to the i8th of June, a day- 
fatal to the Prussian arms; and whose issue 
depended on an unhappy concurrence of cir- 
cumstances, which at the decisive moment, 

■ 

operated in their disfavour. 

Zieten headed the cavalry of the left wing, 
which was destined to begin the attack. It 
consisted of one hundred squadrons, including 
a reserve of fifteen, commanded by colonel de 
Seidlitz. 

Marshal Daun judging from the movements 
of the Prussians that his right wing was mena- 
ced, ordered his heavy artillery to that quar- 
ter. 



part of the'enemyy caused a necessary change in the dis- 
position of the Prussians, and the army thereupon took 

another direction* 

"Seven Years War.*^ 

II. 5 
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ter, with almost the "whole of his cavalry, to- 
gether with the cavalry of Naidasty's corps, 
that of the Saxons, and a strong detachment 
df infantry and Cravats. The latter, with the 
light troops, were posted in a plantation of 
oaks, between the out-posts of Krezor and the 
corps of Nadasty. The cavalry had just join- 
ed the above, and extended as far as the line 
of the army. 



\ 



The king's plan was, that Zieten should oc- 
cupy the heights of Kurtlitz with sixty squa- 
drons; that seven battalions, under the com- 
mand of generalde Hulsen, should accompany 
him to carry the advanced battery of Krzezor, 
and take possession of a village and a small 
wood in the neighbourhood; that, in the mean 
time, Zieten should amuse Nadasty and hinder 
him from falling upon the left ilank of the 
army. 

The king's aim was to attack and turn the 
enemy's right wing; and to effect this, his left 
wing was not to leave a vacuity of more than 
a thousand paces broad between its own line 

and 
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and the troops under the command of Hulsen; 
it was also to turn the village during the at- 
tack of Krzezor, to move to the left in order 
to sustain Hulsen, or to gain the wood which 
would serve as a prop to it. 

V 

Zieten having met with little resistance in 
his attempt to occupy the heights of Kurtlitz, 
formed, at the same time as general de Hulsen, 
for the attack of Krzezor, He lelt him thirty 
squadrons to cover his flank and rear, and 
marched with the other thirty against Na- 
dasty« 

Hulsen's attack was attended with such suc- 
cess, that, before the arrival of a reinforce- 
ment of three battalions, the battery of Krzezor 
was carried. In the mean time, the infantry 
on the left wing advanced in order, and colo- 
nel de Seidlitz, at the head of the reserve, 
marched between Krzezor and the heights of 
KoUer to form a junction witli Zieten, who 
had drawn up his cavalry there in two lines. 
After having stationed the reserve in a third 
line, Zieten marched against Nadasty, who 

* * being 
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being posted behind Kiirtlitz, was threatening 
the king's flank. By an able manoeuvre, at- 
tended -with a prompt and successful attack, 
Zieten threw that general into disorder, pur- 
sued, and cut him oiF from the rest of the ca- 
valry. The Saxons rallied at some distance 
from thence: the light troops disbanded, and 
fled to Collin and Radowesnitz. Zieten began 
to pursue them; but perceiving that his men 
suffered considerably from the battery erected 
in the wood, he halted, and took his post 
along the brook of Kurtlitz. From thence he 
kept Nadasty's troops in awe, and hindered 
them from regaining their former position. 

In the mean while, general de Hulsen had 
taken the yvooA by assault, and silenced the 
battery^ Victory now appeared certain; but 
from this moment, every step the Prussians 
took tended to impede and frustrate it. One 
fault after another began to be committed in 
various points of the army. A general * who 

com- 



* M. de Manstein. 
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commanded the right wing, impelled by mis- 
taken zeal, instead of supporting the left, and 
remaining in the line, made an inconsiderate 
attack which was attended with very unhappy 
consequences. The :wood of Krzezor being 
but feebly occupied, the Austrians, who per- 
ceived this, retook it, and repaired the bat- 
tery. Finally, a want of union between the 
king and prince Maurice brought on the loss 
of the battle. 

The king was desirous to fornl a line upon 
the heights of Kjpzezor: the prince who com- 
manded the left wing, moved towards the 
woodj and caused his columns to advance. 
The first column, which general de Penavaire 
covered^ had arrived at the foot of the heights 
of Brzissli, when the attack made by Hulsen 
began. The king at this instant ordered the 
troops to halt, and "v^as inclined to take an- 
other direction; The prince, who foresaw the 
danger that must attend this change, opposed 
the measure strongly; and a dispute arose on 
the subject between these two commanders, of 
so violent a nature, that the king was an the 

point 
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point of putting an end to it in an unheard 
of manner. During this time the favourable 
moment was irrecoverably lost, and the enemy 
regained the wood and the battery. 

It was necessary y whatever it might have 
cost, to. have retaken them for the purpose of 
preserving a communication with the impor- 
tant post of Krzezor. This was neglected to 
be done, merely because the generals con- 
sidered themselves bound to obey literally the 
orders of the king, and not to change their 
positions without his consent. 

In this day of trouble and disunion , in 
which a spirit of giddiness and distraction sei- 
zed the best of the' generals , it is not unlikely 
that Zieten committed faults; and the hand 
which is tracing the history of his life , more 
for the instruction of the age than for the 
glory of his exploits, would not hesitate to 
insert them, if any authentic accounts could 

furnish her with materials. * 

We 



* On the contrary, the king in the *' History of the 
Seven Years War*' speaks advantageously of the part 

which 
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We are assured by witnesses of undoubted 
credibility, that Zieten's advanced-guard, which 
w^as at last commanded by generals Seidlitz 
and Werner, remained masters of the field of 
battle, notwithstanding all the efforts of the 
corps of Nadasty to dislodge them. Supported 
by a succession of fresh troops, that general 
had made several fruitless attempts to force a 
passage: the brave Prussians repelled every at- 
tack, and drove the enemy as far as Collin and 
Radowesnitz. Zieten was no longer at their 
head. The king, iin order to fill up the void 
spaces in his army, had sent to him for two 
regiments of cavalry. The general being mis- 
informed by the aide-d^-vcamp, understood 

that 



-which Zieten acted in the battle of Collin. ^*M. de 
Zieten had orders to oppose M. de Nadasty with forty- 
squadrons, to prevent him from harassing the Prussian 
infantry in their operations: the rest of the cavalry 
were placed in reserve behind the lines. M. de Zieten 
attacked Nadasty ^s corps » and totally routed them. He 
pursued him to Collin ; by which means he was cut 
ofF from the Austrians, and during the whole day, was 
rendered unable to impede any of the king^s enter- 
prises, ** 
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that he -vvas to head them in person. On his 
way, he found prince Maurice employed in dis- 
tributing cavalry in the various chasms of the 
lines to prevent the enemy from taking advan- 
tage of their broken state. He thought it 
necessary to follow his example; and he be- 
gan to throw his squadrons into the gaps, and 
upon the enemy who were threatening them; 
and who, besides the advantage of ground, had 
likewise that of a formidable and well -served 
battery. As this battery was raised on the 
top of a steep eminence, its fire was so de- 
structive, that, in order to get rid of it, prince 
Maurice had recourse to a desperate and doubt- 
ful expedient. He engaged Zieten to put him- 
self at the head of four regiments of heavy 
horse, and to attempt to carry it. The attack 
was made, and resisted, with equal vigour. 
The assailants fell back with great coolness 
and good order. Their intrepid general made 
another effort, and was well seconded by his 
men. The squadrons pressed forward, and 
the moment of victory was perhaps at hand, 
when Zieten was struck with a grape - shot. 
He was seen to faint upon his horse, and was 

sup- 
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supposed to be killed; and the troops , -who a 
moment before had braved the mouths of the 
cannon y were now struck with a panic, and 
betook themsejlyes to flight. Zieten was on 
the point of Ij^ing abandoned to the mercy of 
the enemy. 

« ., • ■ » 

The ball ih^d grazed his head, and carried 
away his cap; the contusion it made had de- 
prived him of all sensition, and he would 
have fallen from his horse, . and have . been 
trampled upon by the fugitives or burifgd u»» 
der heaps of dead bodies, had it not. been for 
the timely assistance of a young ofiicer in his 
suite. His; name is entitled ^to a place in the 
history of the man he so essentially served. 
The person to whom Zieten owed his safety, 
was M. de Berge , a cornet of the regiment of 
Krockow. JHe flew to the general, and sup* 
parted him on the saddle; and while he was 
endeavouring tp restore hini to life, the gen- 
eral's horse was pierced by a niew discharge 
of grape-shot. The cornet alighted before the 
horse fell, and taking advantage of the moment 
in which Zaeten began to recover, he placed 

him 
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him upon his own; and covering his head 
with an old hat which had belonged to an 
Austrian musketeer, he delivered him up to 
the care of a brave and well -mounted cuiras- 
sier who conducted him to thcf *€fquipages of 
prince Maurice, w^here a surgeon fortunately 
was procured to dress his wound. The cor- 
net had provided himself with another horse, 
and rejoined his corps. 

Till Zieten was in a situation to be re- 
moved , he was placed in prince Maurice's 
coach, where he remained till the unfortunate 
issue of the day. As soon as a retreat was 
decided upon, the prince came in person to 
cpnsult him on the direction the cavalry had 
to take. The place of rendezvous for the 
Prussians was fixed at Nimbourg. A general 
despondency prevailed through the army. Zie- 
ten, however, who partook cf it in common 
with the rest, was able to conceal it in the 
recesses of his heart. He had now seen the 
laurels of many a campaign tarnished for the 
first time; he wept over thirteen thousand 
men, either killed or wounded; and he recol- 
lected 



D E Z I E T E N. 43 - 

lected, •with the deepest regret, the victims of 
the battle of Prague and ofMaleschaw: and he 
considered too, that much blood was still like- 
ly to be shed. Nor is it indeed possible, even 
at the present day, to reflect on these accu- 
mulated disasters without shuddering; and the 
commander, the best practised in resources, is 
at a loss to conceive bo^w Frederick was en- 
abled to sustain, and terminate with glory, 
this destructive war with such disproportio- 
nate forces, and to engage in such a number 
of battles, undismayed by the losses he met 
with in several of them. At Collin, where 
he had only the imperialists to contend with, 
he had no more than thirty thousand men to 
oppose to double that number. The dispropor- 
tion became afterwards more considerable. As 
the Prussians grew weak, the number of 
their foes increased; and instead of those 
brave veterans at whose head the king 
had opened his first campaign, he could now 
bring forwards raw troops only; an army 
of strangers, equally devoid of courage and 
patriotism. 



In 
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In such point of view it is, that the reader 
will follow 'up the events of this war, and 
judge of the talents of those who conducted 
it, if he would accurately appreciate the me- 
rits both of the one and the other* 

• • ■ 

The imperialists did not pursue the Prus- 
sians to the place of their. retreat. ; Zieten ar- 
rived in safety , in the princes . carriage , at 
Nimbourg, where several generals and officers 
of rank came to ; visit him and to express the 
pleasure they felt, on his escape from the dan- 
gers which had recently threatened him. The 
general presented M. de Berge to all of £hem 
as his deliverer; and the brilliant action of 
the young cornet excited universal approba- 
tion, and gained every heart. The whole ar- 
my was thankful to him for the preservation 
of Zieten. The general, in. token of his grati- 
tude , made him a present of the J&nest horse 
he possessed ; and , about a year afterwerds, he 
incorporated him into his own regiment. 

M. de Berge served with reputation; ac- 
quired a name at the expense of his blood; 

and 



/ 
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and being raised to the rank of colonel of his 
regiment, he died during the campaign of the 
Rhine, under an operation to which he was 
obliged to submit, on account of an old wound 
he had received at the battle of Hoch* 
kirchen. n 

The brave cuirassier, who had conveyed 
Zieten through so. many dangers to a place of 
safety, was not unrewarded; although the se- 
cresy, with which the general always did his 
acts of kindness, deprives us of the particulars 
of it. 

While the king, after the battle of Collin, 
was withdrawing his troops by degrees out of 
Bohemia, and Zieten was still at Nimbourg oh 
account of his wound, the latter had the satis« 
faction to hear, that his regiment had disting- 
uished themselves on many occasions. At one 
time, he was informed that the king who had 
put himself at their head, in order to disperse 
a body of light troops who impeded the com- 
munications, had taken or killed some hun- 
dreds of the enemy, and had sent an account 

of 
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of his success to prince Maurice; at another, 
he was apprized, that one of his officers had 
received the order of military merit for the 
gallant manner in which he had just acquit- 
ted himself. 

This officer is not unknown to the reader, 
who must recollect M.- de Seelen, the deliver- 
er of M. de Heyden at Ulm. 

M. de Seelen, raised since that time to the 
rank of major, Tvas now commanding a party of 
one hundred horse at Pascopol; and the grena- 
diers of Kleist were defending the defiles of 
Wellmina, to cover the king's camp which lay 
exposed upon the heights of Disnova* The 
latter had reason to expect to be molested 
there; and, in fact, colonel de Laudon, whose 
military talents began at this time to grow 
formidable, determining at all events to carry 
that post, attacked it, and surrounded the gre- 
nadiers; who being formed in a square batta- 
lion, sustained the shock during the space of 
three hours. Major de Seelen being apprized 
of their perilous situation, poured down from 

Pasco- 
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Pascopol in full speed; and falling npon the 
enemy's rear, deliv^ered his countrymen at 
the very moment in which they were going 
to surrender for want of ammunition. 

At this period, so disastrous to, the Prussian 
arms, Zieten strenuously exerted himself to 
revive the drooping courage of his men. 4-S 
soon as he recovered, he resumed his former 
activity; and by throwing a veil over the 
past, and exhibiting the future in a more flat- 
tering point of view, he imparted new vigour 
to his troops. He remained Tvith prince Mau- 
rice at Nimbourg till the middle of July, and 
then joined the royal army, at the head of 
his regiment, together with a few battalions 
of infantry, and repassed the Elbe at Firna on 
tlie 29th of July. On the 30th, the more ef- 
fectually to cover the march, he made a re- 
connoitring party of considerable importance, 
as it enabled him to observe the position the 
Austrians had taken. General de Beck had 
now secretly advanced along the banks of the 
Lobaw as far as Weissenberg : he was discover- 
ed, and his troops put to flight. The king 

follow- 
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followed him on the next day, in hopes of 
overtaking, and routing him; but the general 
was a whole night's march beforehand with 
his pursuers; having, immediately aftel' his en- 
counter with Zieten, directed his march to- 
wards the prince of Lorrain's army, which 
the battle of Collin had delivered, and which 
was engaged, in pursuing of that of the king. 
The pursuit of general de Beck enabled the 
Prussians to drive the enemy from the banks 
of the Queiss and the Neiss, and to re-esta- 
blish a direct communication with Selisia. 

About this time, the king being pressed on 
all sides, and obliged to encounter several 
enemies at once, marched into Franconia to 
attack the French and imperialists who were 
now threatening Magdebourg, Torgaw, and 
Dresden. On the S5th of August, he broke 
up his camp at Bomstadel; and dividing his 
army into two parts, put himself at the head 
of one of them, and left the other under the 
command of the duke of Bevem. The divi- 
sion of the latter consisted of forty- seven bat- 
talions and one hundred and ten squa^irons; 

form- 



DEZIETEN, 49 

forming together a bpdy of about thirty thou- 

f 

sand men. With these, the duke had an ar- 
my to cope with more than ninety thousand 
strong, under the command of the prince of 
Lorrain, with whom marshal Daun had just 
made a junction* 

Hitherto the hussars of Zieten had ever had 
the honour to accompany the king on his 
marches, and to form a part of the corps or 
columns his majesty led in person. They 
wer^ now, for the first time, deprived of 
the exercise of a duty which the very name 
of hussar - lifeguards seems to imply an ex- 
clusive title to. Of this innovation M. de 
Winterfeld was the cause: he had prevailed 
on the king to allow him to join Zieten and. 
his regiment to the corps he commanded, and 
which was destined to act in concert with the. 
duke of Bevern, while the king himself was 
marching into Frwoonia. 

The duke had formed his camp at Gcirlitz, 
for the purpose of being at the same time near 
Silesia and the magazines of Dresden, from 

IL 4 which 
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which latter ' place he drew his provisions. 
General de Winterfeld, with fifteen battalions, 
encamped at Mois, in the face of Nadasty's 
corps. This position secured such passages to 
Silesia as lay between the Neiss and the Queiss. 
His left wing was covered by the village of 
Holzberg and a hill which bore the same 
name. The general occupied this eminence 
with two battalions who entrenched them- 
selves thereon; but having neglected to take 
the like precaution with regard to another 
hill, called the Galgeriberg; Nadasty, who 
wa& desirous of gaining the Holzberg, soon 
availed himself of the error. Reinforced by 
the corps of Ahremberg, he began his march 

r 

on the 7th of September in the midst of a 
thick fog; and giving a false alarm to Zieten's 
advanced posts , he turned the Holzberg , oc- 
cupied the GalgenbergV and erected a battery 
upon the lattet, from whence he began to 
play upon the former eminence, and to annoy 
the regiment of Zieten. At eleven o'clock, 
forty companies of grenadiers attacked the tivo 
Prussian battalions, who, after having defended 
themselves with singular bravery, and repea- 
tedly 
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tedly driven back the enemy, were obliged 
to yield to numbers, and make their retreat. 
The.nnevenness of the ground, and the swarms 
of Austrians that covered the country, pre- 
vented the hussars from retrieving the day; 
and all they were able to do, was to impede 
any pursuit. Major de Mohring, at the head 
of a few squadrons, threw himself between the 
dislodged battalions and the Austrians, and 
repulsed the latter with vigour. 

During the engagement, M. de Winterfeld 
was at the head-quaters at Gorlitz. The mo- 
ment he was apprized of the danger his troops 
were in, he hastened to the camp, and put- 
ting himself at the head of a feAv battalions, 
he marched to the Holzberg with a view of 
recovering it, or at least of avoiding the dis- 
honour of giving it up without making any 
resistance. He therefore determined to attack 
the Austrians notwithstanding the superiority 
of their numbers and the advanlageousness of 
their position. 

Zieten strenuously endeavoured to persuade 
him from it. H« not only was aware of the 

♦ ♦ dan- 
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danger and impracticableness of the Enterprise, 
but he was also sensible of the folly and ab- 
surdity of it. He conjured his general not to 
sacrifice a crowd of brave warriors to a false 
point of honour. His remonstrances were 
vain: Winterfeld still persisted in the resolu- 
tion he had taken, and Zieten's prediction w^as 
unhappily accomplished* The Holzberg, though 
strewed with thousands of victims, was not 
retaken, and Winterfeld himself received a 
mortal wound in the action, of which he died 
the next day. A great number of officers, 
among whom were several of the first rank, 
were either killed or wounded. The number 
of dead, with which the field of battle was 
covered, was so great that it was necessary to 
conclude a truce of forty -eight hours for the 
purpose of interring them. 

Zieten felt deeply for the misforttmes of 
the day, and for the indiscretion of the man 
who had occasioned them. He refrained, how- 
ever, from having recourse to useless reproach- 
es: he refrained even from seeing him, lest 
his presence should give him pain; and he 

waited 
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traited till he vras dead, before he applied to 
the duke for new orders. 

What further evinces the inutility of this 
battle and the smSH importance of the reco- 
very of the Holzberg, was the circumstance 
of Nadasty's having abandoned it of his own 
accord on the 7th of September, although he 
had paid so- dearly for the acquisition of it 
two days before Winterfeld's corps had joined 
the army of the duke. 

Notwithstanding the vicinity of a formidable 
army, and so superiour in number, that prince 
remained unmolested in his camp at Gorlitz 
till all his magazines were consumed; nor did 
he change the theatre of war before the ar- 
rival of the last eonvoy. As soon as the ilour 
for the march was collected, he called in the 
detachments that covered the communications; 
and after having distributed nine days' provi- 
sion, he marched, on the 10th, towards Silesia, 
where he had already established his maga- 
zines. 



His 
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His route lay through Lignitz: he had 
three rivers to pass before he arrived there, 
and he had, moreover, good reason to expect 
to meet with resistance.^ The main army of 
the imperialists lay in the neighbourhood; se- 
veral detached corps kept hovering round him; 
and in order to check ,or disperse them, he 
had recourse to the ilever- failing assistance of 
Zieten, whom he stationed in the rear- guard 
at the head of the division of Fouque, late- 
ly Winterfeld's, The Austrians, instead of 
harassing the dulce upon his march, were con- 
tended with skirting him at a distance. 

After having safely passed the Neiss, the 
duke was on the verge of being severely har- 
assed by a swarm of light troops which in- 
fested the circumjacent country. To rid him^ 
of this annoyance, Zieten had recourse to 
stratagem. He placed his hussars in ambush; 
and the Cravats, who considered themselves as 
masters of the ground, ventured too far forwards, 
and were suddenly surrounded and taken. In 
the mean time, the Prussian army passed the 
Queiss , and encamped at Nauenburg; 

With 
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With the like good fortune, Zieten secured 
the passage of the Bober. He attacked a de- 
tachment of cavalry at Biirkenbriick with such 
success, that out of five hundred men, of 
vrhom it consisted, a very small number es- 
caped. During this march, he took between 
two and three hundred prisoners, and twenty 
officers. The duke arrived, -with his army, first 
at Bunzlaw, and, on the 19 th, at Lignitz. 

From thence he sent a large detachment, 
under the command of lieutenant-general de 
Fouque , to reinforce the garrisons of Schweid- 
nitz, Glatz, and Breslaw, which were all 
threatened by the enemy at the same time. 
For, while the Prussians were on their march 
to Lignitz, the prince of Lorrain had filed 
through Lowenberg and Goldberg, continually 
hanging upon the duke's army, and at length 
entered Silesia with it,, and advanced as far 
as Wahlstadt. The duke then apprehending 
more for the capital than for Schweidnitz], 
which stood in no need of succour, deter- 
xnined to quit his position at Ligmtz, and to 
hasten to cover Breslaw. 

In 
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In the same night in which the imperialists 
encamped at Wahlstadt, he moved towards 
Parchwitz, passed the Odet at Lampersdorf, 
and arrived, by forced marches, at Breslaw 
on the ist of October, where he repassed the 
above river and formed an entrenched camp 
behind the Lohe. The army, for the first 
time since it had quitted Gcirlitz, was able to 
take some repose, and Zieten to enjoy the sa- 
tisfaction of having protected it against an en- 
tieriprising and more powerful enemy. " His 
pleasure, however, was not unmixed with 
pain. From the past, he could derive no con- 
solation for the future; for although the Prus- 
sians were encamped under the walls of Bres^ 
law, they were not the less menaced; and he 
could perceive at a distance the istorm which 

was soon to burst over their heads. 

t ■ 

Prince Charles , upon whom the dulce of 
Bevern had gained a march by dint of able 
manoeuvring, arrived in the night of the 2nd 
of October on the banks of the Lohe at Lissa, 
where he encamped in the face of the Prus- 
sians. The corps of general de Nadasty, rein- 
forced 
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forced by a body of Wuttemberg and Bava- 
rian troops, marched to Schweidnitz, and be- 
gan the siege of that place on the syth of 
October. 

The two armies continued oljserving each 
other before Breslaw for the space of five 
■weeks without quitting their positions; when 
the prince, ^availing himself of his superiour 
force, soon made the duke sensible of it; and, 
irom this moment, a reverse of fortune began 
to attend him^ and his army, and Zieten, 
which the genius of Prussia struggled in vain 
to avert. 

In these transactions, Zieten acted too con- 
spicuous a part, not to render a short detail, 
relative to the division he had under his or- 
ders, an object of some importance. The eight 
battalions and fifty squadrons he commanded, 
which were considerably weakened by battles, 
marches, sickness and desertion, hardly amount- 
ed to eight thousand effective men, inclusive 
of a reinforcement he had likewise received. 
This motley division was equally deficient in 

energy and union. 

It 
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It consisted of two battalions of the grena- 
diers of Schenkendorf and Rosenbusch; a bat- 
talion of Schultz; two battalions of Munchow; 
a battalion of Wurtemberg-senior; a battalion of 
Brunswick; a free battalion of Angenelli; of 
thirty squadrons, drawn from the regiments 
of Bayreuth, Normann, Steckow, Krockow- 
junior, and Wartenberg; and of twenty squa- 
drons of the hussars of Zieteil and Werner, 
two regiments of infantry of Lestwitz and 
Panne>vitz, and the two regiments of cavalry 
of Gessler and the margrave Frederick. 

According to the duke's order of battle, this 
division, stationed in the left wing of the 
camp, extended from Klein -Mochber to the 
suburb of Saint Nicholas. 

From hence Zieten detached general de 
Werner, on the 29th of October, to chase the 
Austrians from Klettendorf, which they had oc- 
cupied with a body of cavalry, hussars, and 
Cravats. The expedition was fortunate: the 
enemy did not make long resistance; and after 
firing a few cannon, they began to retreat. 

The 
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The hussars of Zieten and Werner , having fal- 
len upon the rear -guard, killed, wounded or 
took prisoners some hundreds of men. 

But these slight advantages were more than 
counterbalanced by the alarming news , that 
Schweidnitz had surrendered on the nth of 
August to general de Nadasty. This disastrous^ 
event intirely Frustrated the plan which had 
been concerted between the king and the duke 
of Bevern; as the latter could only cope with 
the enemy on the supposition that Schweidnitz 
would at least hold out for six weeks ; - — till 
the return of the king, who had promised suc- 
cour both to the fortress and the camp. The 
reduction of this place was the more unex- 
pected, as it was furnished w^ith a sufficient 
garrison, and had plenty of provisions and mi- 
litary stores. 

Nadasty leaving only a small garrison there, 
was enabled to join the grand imperial army 
with the far greater part of his corps; and he 
marched, and encamped in the prince's right 
wing, between Bethlem and Opperaw. It may 

not 
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not be amiss to remark > that this single rein- 
forcement was equal to two thirds of the 
duke's army, which at this time amounted to 
twenty -five thousand men only; including the 
corps under the conunand of Zieten. 

With all the advantage which superiority 
of numbers could aJFord him, prince Charles 
attacked the duke of Bevern on the sL2nd of 
November. 

In this battle, Zieten had Nadasty to cope 
with again. 

At break of day, the Austrians approached 
the Lohe, and began to prepare for three se- 
veral attacks which had been concerted among 
them. General de Nadasty having passed the 
river at Hartlieb, Zieten made ready for a 
defence. He moved to the left, to hinder Na- 
dasty from turning the suburb of Saint Nicho- 
las (to which place he was advancing) and 
likewise to cut him off from Breslaw. It was 
then', that the duke reinforced Zieten with 
the four regiments already mentioned; as, ac- 
cording 
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cording to all appearance, the principal attack 
would be made on that pointy Zieten now 
took the following positions. 

The battalion of Schutz occupied the re- 
doubt of Grabischen , , and drew up in order 
of battle before the village. The two re- 
doubts on the heights between . Gabitz and 
Grabischen yrere supplied by the regiment of 
Lestwitz, Thej i^gtments pf Gxessler and . the 
margrave. Frederick weretpoited in the midst 
of the three redoubts, to support the infantry. 
The village of Kleinberg was defended by the 
free battalion of Ahgenelli; and the rest of 
Zieten's corps were ranged in two lines, the 
second of which extended from Neudorf to 
Herdam. 

General de Nadasty having formed in order 
of battle, detached a strong party of Cravats 
and infantry to Woischowitz, to fall upon 
Zieten's left flank. The latter, however, had 
scarcely observed the head of their columns, 
when he received them with a discharge of 
artillery and fell upon them with his hussars 

and 
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and dragpons with such vigour, that he put 
the Cravats to flight, together with the Hun- 
garian and the Wurtemberg infantry, and took 
a considerable number of prisoners. In the 
mean while, the flower of thtJ Austrian gre- 
nadiers had attacked and carried the village 
of Kleinboiirg, notwithstanding the glorious 
resistance on ch& part of Angenelti's battalion; 
who being forced to evacuate the place, form^ 
ed behind a "ditch; and maintained that post 
till the arrival 6f the prince of Bevern ( bro- 
ther to the duke of that name) and a batta- 
lion of Lestwitz, with two battalions of gre- 
nadiers that Zieteh had sent to their succour. 
An engagement then took plafce between the 
infantry, in which the brave troops under the 
command of Zieten, sustained by his own 
hussars and those of Werner, were conquerors. 
Four companies of grenadiers, on whom the 
hussars made a well-timed charge, were cut 
to pieces, and the rest were obliged to aban- 
don the village,, together with thirteen cannon. 
Of these cannon, the victors, for want of 
horses, were unable to secure more than four, 
which were transported to Breslaw; the rest, 

with 
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with the unfortunate tillage, became the prey 
of the Aames. 



Such was the fruitless issue of the two first 
attacks made by Nadasty against Zieten; These 
two able commanders were^ moreover, too 
well acquainted with each other's prowess, as 
well as with the art of war, to allow the 
flanks of their respective armies, which it was 
their duty to protect, to be needlessly unco- 
vered. Satisfied with observing, with mena- 
cing, and with reciprocally endeavouring to 
turn one another , they deferred to a more 
favourable opportunity the task of measuring 
together and of coming to more decisive blows. 
Zieten, in particular, being obliged to act on 
the defensive, had at least the satisfaction of 
having kept his adversary in awe. Although 
his line was much further extended than was 
consistent with the paucity of his troops, he 
maintained his post till evening; kept the 
corps of Nadasty in a state of inaction, and 
furnished him with sufficient occupation to 
hinder him from keeping up ajiy communica- 
tion with the main army and acting in concert 
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with it. He had solely one untoward circum- 
stance to combat with: the redoubt before the 
village of Grabischen, whose importance was 
very great,' as it preserved the communication 
between, his . corps and the left, wing of. the 
army, was, in, consequence of an unpardonable 
mistake,' abandoned by the garrison ; who, con- 
sisting of. a part a regiment that was advan- 
cing upon Klein- Mochber, thought it their 
duty to march on along with it. The detach- 
ment not only left the redoubt naked, but even 
took away the artillery which had defended 
it. The prince of Lorrain, availing himself 
of this, error, took possession of the village, 
which be fouud in a defenceless condition, and 
of the redoubt itself, from whence he began 
a heavy cannonading upon the duke*s left 
wing, and quickly forced it to give way. 

Fortune, in this battle, was in every respect 
unfavourable to the Prussians. In vain did 
their centre and right wing combat with un- 
daunted bravery; in vain, with the duke at 
their head, did they dispute every inch of 
ground; in vain their principal officers, and 

parti- 
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particularly prince Ferdinand of Prussia, like 
Schwerin in the battle of Prague, assaulted 
the batteries with colours in their hands; and 
every soldier maintained his position without 
giving way a single step; -— the victory, as 
the enemy did not repass the Lobe, remain- 
ed still undecided. Too feeble to drive them 
back to their first situation, the Prussians felt 
their courage decline with the declining day: 
they, had fought from sunrise till the ap- 
proach of evening; they had been attacked 
upon throis several points and been forced to 
exert themselves to the utmost of their power 
in making the necessary resistance. Before 
them, they had a low, marshy, and uneven 
ground, unfitted for the manoeuvres of the cav- 
alry. In fine, and above all, the great dis- 
proportion ol numbers, of artillery, and the 
want of ammunition, and of every thing that 
encourages the soldier's energy and sustains 
his valour, convincing them of the inutility 
of their efforts, and of the only part they 
had now to act, they gave way to such con- 
viction, obeyed themselves- only, — and, with- 
out any retreat being ordered, they dis- 
IL 5 banded 
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banded, and at the close of the day entered 
the city of Breslaw, 

A single column, composed of the bravest 
of the army, kept aloof from this retreat. 
They had driven the enemy from Klein-Moch- 
ber; and the duke, who had s'een them fight 
witli such resolution and brave at the same 
time both the enemy and the approach of 
night, indulged the flattering hope that while 
they were repulsing the Austrians on one side, 
Zieten with his hussars would fall upon them 
and take them in the rear. He hastened in 
quest of him to concert upon this measure, 
but unfortunately on his return, the column 
was no longer to be foimd. They had yield- 
ed the Held to the enemy , who had attacked 
them with their whole force; and being cut 
off from all support and unable to draw up 
their cavalry on account of the [swamps, and 
the darkness which had overtaken them, they 
had at length followed the rest of the army. 
The cessation of the artillery, and the silence 
of the night succeeded to the tumult of arms; 
and the morning informed the enemy of their 

victory 
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victory and of the advantages they had to 
derive from it. 

Zieten, like the rest, vras obliged to quit 
the field of battle and take shelter under the 
cannon of Breslaw. He was deeply afflicted 
on seeing the Prussians turn their backs upon 
the enemy; and his sorrow increased on ob- 
serving them, for some time after the disaster, 
dismayed and chilled with terror, and their 
chief a prey to melancholy and despair. Zie- 
ten feelingly V bemoaned this in secret; and 
shall now see how he acted in public, and 
what steps he took to repair the mischief. 

The duke, after having left ^a garrison in 
Breslaw, had quitted that place on the next 
day (the S3rd of November) and led the 
wrecks of the army as far as Protsch, which 
lies three German miles from the above city. 
From thence he had attempted to reconnoitre 
the enemy; but being attended by a feeble 
escort, he had the misfortune to fall into their 
hands. A long captivity then interrupted the 
military career of the victor of iVeichenberg, 

♦♦ the 
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the hero of Prague, of Kuttenberg, of Gor- 
litz; — of an able and experienced comman- 
der, whose recent misfortunes caused all his 
former' successes to be soon forgotten, and 
who^e merit was at last disowned by his sov- 
ereign, and, perhaps will be treated in like 
manner by posterity. If the first and most 
competent of his judges had his reasons for 



treating him with such severity, we are too 
little acquainted with those reasons to acqui- 
esce in them blindly, without becoming guilty 
of partiality and even of injustice. We shall 
therefore only observe, that the whole army 
lamented and loved their chief under his mis- 
fortunes, and that Zieten*s grief was equally 
sincere and poignant. 

Lieutenant-general de Lestwitz, who, in 
right of seniority, took the command oi the 
army in the duke's stead, having received at 
noon the account of the enemy's being in full 
march towards Breslaw, had given orders to 
break up the camp and to continue the re- 
treat, as he was fearful that the place, which 
was ill supported by a garrison the duke had 

left 
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left in ity under the command of general de 
Katte, would not hold out* Every officer to 
whom he communicated his intention^ yen- 
tured to oppose it, and to make strong re- 
monstrances on the occasion. Among these ^ 
prince Ferdinand of Prussia and the princies of 
Brunswick and Bevevn,. endeavoured to cure, 
him of his panic , and strove ta make him 
feel^ that the danger was not $a urgent, that 
this sudden and pusillanimous movement would 
tend to increase the dismay the troops were^ 
already under, and promote desertion. M. de 
Lestwitz still persisting in. his resolution, it 
was represented to him, that general de Katte 
might perhaps make some resistance, that he 
would at least amuse the enemy, and that in 
case Breslaw should immediately surrender, 
the Austrians could not undertake any thing 
on the jBame day against the Prussian camp at 
three German miles' distance from thence^ as 
they would he embarrassed by the narrowness 
of the streets of that spacious city, in which 
besides there was only one bridge over which 
the arnjy had to file; — all this^ how€fver, 
was urged in vain. At length the generals 

satis- 
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satisfied themselves with requesting, that the 
order fot decamping might be countermanded, 
and deferred to the next day. To this mea- 
sure be Tv^as not only inexorable, but consi- 
dering these remonstrances as so -many contra- 
dictions, he put an end to them by asking the 
generals, and even the princes who composed 
a part of them, if they had forgotten the laws 
of subordination , and if they wished to force 
hina to call a council of war. This was an 
argument that admitted of no reply, and to 
which every one immediately yielded. They . 
all withdrew, and each set about giving the 
necessary orders to his division. 

While these preparations were making, Zie- 
ten, who had not been present at the deliber- 
ations, returned from a neighbouring village, 
where had been visiting a detached post. Wit- 
ness to the consternation of the army, in- 
censed . at the panic which reigned through 
the whole camp, and seeing the preparations 
which were made in the head-quarters for the 
march; he peremptorily demanded, what all 
that hurry and all those preparations signified. 

Being 
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Being informed of the order which the com- 
mander in chief had just given , he suppressed 
his indignation, and assuming a grave and 
authoritative air, "Comrades!" cried he, "what 
are you about? Be assured there is not the 
least danger! Let every thing alone: rely on 
me; we are not to march to-day!" In this, 
manner he continued to address the troops as 
he went on towards- the general's quarters, 
whither he was hastening for the purpose of 
obtaining some explanation of what w^s going 
forwards. So intirely was his attention en- 
grossed by this business, that he forgot to un- 
cover himself when he entered. All other 
considerations^ at this moment, giving way to 
that of repairing a capital error in judgment 
on the part of his commanding olHcer, he ap- 
peared before him with his hussar- cap on his 
head, and spoke to him with such force and 
energy ^ that every word seemed to be an 
order* 

Addressing himself to the man, who had 
just been speaking to the other generals of 
subordination and a council of war, he asked 

him, 
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him, what view he could hare in ordering the 
troops to decamp with such precipitation. 
*• Would you have them," continued he, "lose 
the small remains of courage they still pos- 
sess? Would you deprive the king of his ar- 
my? Do you suppose that such a retreat, 
which it would be hard to distinguish from a 
flight, would not make every soldier believe 
his situation to be desperate? And, upon that 
supposition, how shall you be able to prevent 
desertion? how secure the artillery, the pro- 
visions, the baggage? Every thing will be 
wantonly sacrificed without our being at all 
driven by the proximity of the enemy to such 
an extremity." "For my own part," added 
he, "I shall never give my concurrence to 

ft 

such ill -concerted measures. The army, it is 
true, cannot maintain its position , but must 
fall back. Yet what hinders us from taking 
that step with due reflection ^ and after 
having afforded the troops time to recover 
themselves from the consternation they are 
now under? Let us give them some rest 
during the remaining part of the day, and, 
at the close of it^ issue the orders for 

march- 
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marchiiig to* morrow; let us then decamp at 



sunrise." 



AH the princes, all the generals, who had 
unavailingly urged the same advice, and had 
just come back to the commander in chiefs quar- « 
ters, were witnesses to this spirited harangue: 
for, the moment in which Zieten had returned 
to the camp , jand in which a rumour be- 
gan to prevail' that the troops were not to 
inarch, these generals h^d followed him to M. 
de Lestwitz' tent, ^ to learn the effect the 
new representations might have upon him. 
The affair was drawing to a crisis, when a 
messenger arrived in great haste with des- 
patches for the duke of Bevem, whose defeat 
and subsequent misfortune the king was yet 
a stranger to. The packet was instantly open- 
ed and deciphered. Its contents announced 
the victory of Bossbach, the approach of the 
king, together with an order to pass the Oder 
at Lebus, and to join the royal army at Farch- 
witz. General de Lestwitz was therein named 
governor of Breslaw; and that officer, with- 
out explaining himself any further with regard 

to 
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to the march of the army, immediately obey- 
ed the orders of his sovereign, resigned his 
command to lieutenant-general de Kiow, his 
next in rank, and set out to his garrison. 

The new commander in chief, thus fur- 
nished with the king's orders, began to exe- 
cute them literally ,^ and as if they had been 
addressed personally to him; and without en- 
tering into the discussions and debates which 
had just been agitated^ lie gave the order to 
march; when he experienced on: the part of 
Zieten the same opposition which had been 
made to . the measures of M. de Lestwitz. 
Zieten's choler, which had long glowed in his 
veins, at length grew, inflamed, and inspired 
that becoming boldness, that irresistible ener- 
gy, which, in effect, saved the army. He 
first began to make general de Kiow feel that 
under the present circumstances, it was less 
necessary to abide by the letter than the spirit 
of the king's commands, which were given 
Out at a time in which his majesty not only 
was ignorant of the events that had taken 
place, but could not have foreseen them; that 

it 
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it was incumbent on him to confine himself 
to the observance of the king's principal in- 
tention* in marching to Parch witz, but that 
the route y the! means, the detail, were the 
general's own concern; that the safety of the 
army was the first law he had to obey; that 
it was the business of prudence, to dictate, 
and of* courage to execute it; that it was ne- 
cessary, to put t>Jf the decampment of the 
troops to the next day; to pass the Oder, not 
at Lebus, but at Glogaw, where there, was a 
bridge 'ready to transport them over it; that 
the provisioning of the army was an object of 
the highest importance and might be better 
effected in the latter town; that having pas- 
sed the Oder without molestation, the troops 
would easily arrive at Farchwitz. 

This counsel was certainly worthy the at- 
tention of the general of an army, dispirited 
by defeat, insensible of its own force, and 
scarce alive to the instinct of courage. If Zie- 
ten waved for a moment the duty he owed to 
the laws of subordination, to seniority of rank, 
to example, to a commander in chief, we 

cannot 
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cannot better palliate his conduct than by laying 
it to the account of his love for his country, 
and by connecting it with the event to which 
it led. At this critical and decisive moment, he 
could not prevail on himself to take a scrap of 
paper for his rule of conduct; he consulted 
duties of superiour importance, and considered 

the preservation of the army as the most sacred 

« 

object he had in view* To this end, as he 
still observed M. de Kiow hesitate and s6em 
averse to come to any determination , he pro- 
ceeded in a more resolute manner, and ex* 
claimed; "Shall I tell you, general, what is 
necessary to be done? Come; let us make a 
disposition together*^ Kiow complied in silence. 
It was instantly committed to paper; Zieten 
revised it,, took up the pen, retouched it, 
made alterations and additions. He conducted 
this business with vehemence; his eye was 
on fire, and his whole countenance inspired 
terror. All this was, however, . necessary; 
and a few days after, the king was obligated 
to him for the safety pf the duke*s army, and 
for the happy effects which resulted from 
their junction with the troops; who by the 

victory 
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victory of Kossbach had prepared that of Leu- 
then and delivered their country from immi- 
nent danger. 

The merit of Zieten appears in a stronger 
point of view, when we consider that the 
Prussian troops, practiced in the art of fight- 
ing and gaining victories, had not till lately 
been lectured in the school -of adversity, and 
that the duke's army would probably have dis- 
banded and given themselves up to the enemy, 
had they been at all aware of : any pusillani- 
mity in the conduct of their commander. The 
very idea of the possibility of such an event 
made Zieten shudder ; and to this well-ground- 
ed apprehension was joined the consideration, 
that a great part of the army was composed 
of strangers, or at least of Silesians, whom the 
difference of religion and the obligation of 
fighting against their former sovereign, ren- 
dered ill -attached to the service of a prince 
whose tolerance and eminent qualities they 
were not yet acquainted with. Nothing, in- 
deed, could be more likely than their taking 
the first opportunity that offered to desert 
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their standards and return to their respective 
homes y or even to go over to the enemy. 
More than one instance of the kind^ and to 
which he had himself heen witness, served to 
increase his apprehensions. Among others. On 
the day in which the battle was lost, being 
engaged behind the army in rallying the fugi* 
tives, an ofHcer (not a native of Prussia) pas- 
sed by him in full speed at the head of thir- 
ty deserters; "Whither are you going?" de- 
manded Zieten. "To the Austrians," he re- 
plied. The general, who at this moment was 
accompanied by his faithful attendatit-hussar, * 
calmly turned his horse's head, and said to 
the latter "Let us be gone, comrade, lest 
they should force you kand me to go with 
them. ** 

The deference which M. de Kiow shewed 
to the advice of a subordinate general on the 
late occasion, did him the greatest honour. 
He ordered the decampment for the next day, 

and 

• Fahrenhols. 
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and inarched the army to Farchwitz through 
Glogaw. 

The garrison of Breslaw followed the army 
immediately after. Prince Charles h^d grant- 
ed them free egress, with arms ^nd baggage, 
in order to enter with the greater expedition 
into the town. The kin^; did not wait the 
arrival of Lestwitz, Kiow, and Katte, to ex- 
press his disapprobation of a conduct which 
he taxed with heedlessness and cowardice. He 
had previously ordered Zieten to put them 
under arrest and to convey them to Glogaw. 
But being soon convinced, that they had not 
been guilty of treason, and that their conduct 
had solely arisen from, the embarrassment of 
their situations, he ordered them to be set at 
liberty^ and afterwards made them ample re- 
paration. 

At the time when he charged Zieten with 
this disagreeable commission, he had named 
him general in chief of the duke*s army ♦ till 

the 

• NoTcmber the 27 th. 



8o T H E LIFE O F 

the junction which sooii a/ter took place at 
Parchwitz. Zieten had the satisfaction to bring 
him the wreck of that army, which now scarce- 
ly formed a body of fifteen thousand men; 
but they were all warriors, inured to danger 
and fatigue, and who had shewn themselves 
incapable of desertion j choice troops, ripe for 
exploits, and waiting only the voice of their 
prince, their country, and the call of honour, 
to rekindle in their breasts the sacred .fire of 
heroism. This reinforcement, small with re- 
gard to number and appearance, but w^hich 
Firederick knew how to appreciate for their 
courage, and shortly to turn to good account, 
he owed to the firmness, the preserveraiice, 
the resistance even, of* Zieten. 

Prince Charles being informed of the return 
of the king, who had marched from the banks 
of the Oder to Leipsic in twelve days, and 
calculating that, after the junction, the two 
corps could not amount to more than thirty 
thousand men, whom he considered as worn 
out with fatigue, quitted his post at Bres- 
law in order to offer battle. He passed the 

Weis- 
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Weistritz, * encamped between Leuthen and 
Lissa, and took a formidable position. He 
hoped to vanquish the king, as he had van- 
quished the duke: he, however, experienced 
himself the fate which he had endeavoured to 
prepare for others. 

FrederipV began his march at the head of 
his little army on the 4th of December. The 
fortunate encounters of his advanced -guard, 
Tvhich he led on in person, assisted by Zie- 
ten and his hussars, were so many preludes 
to victory. Strong detachments of the enemy 
were posted at Neumark and Boma, and were 
successively surprised by the Prussians. Near 
three hundred Austrians were killed, twelve 
hundred were made prisoners, together with 
nineteen ofEcers. Five standards and all the 
camp-ovens were likewise taken. 

V 

On the following day, the 5th of Decem- 
ber, was fought that famous battle, which, 

on 



* The rivulet that runs through Schweidnitz, 

II. 6 
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on account of its consequences as well as the 
dreadful carnage that attended it, is deserving 
of a distinguished place in the annals of -war. 
Few readers can be ignorant, that, on the 
evening before it was given, Frederick, with 
all his generals and other ofHciers, had solemn- 
ly bound themselves to conquer or to^ die. 
An able disposition followed this awful engage- 
ment; the parts of the grand tragedy were 
given out, and every one acted that which was 
allotted him in a manner conducive to the 
success of the day. The king acknowledges 
in his works, that he was glad to have found 
the enemy in a position that facilitated his 
enterprise; that he was necessitated, and had 
resolved to attack them wherever he should 
have found them, had it been even at Zobten- 
berg. He had likewise reason to rejoice at 
the spirited temper of his troops, who had so 
well seconded hin^, and executed with such 
exactness and celerity, what he had conceived 
with so much skill and genius. A day so 
memorable, and so interesting to the military 
reader, has a claim to particular notice, in the 
life of one of its most distinguished heroes, 

and 
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and we shall therefore add a short but ac- 
curate account of the battle for his satis- 
faction. 

Zieten was situated in the right wing: there 

the attack was made, and such could not 

fail to be his post. He had Nadasty before 
< 
him, and he beat him according to custom. 

Six brave battalions of grenadiers, two regi- 
ments with general de Wedel at their head, 
took the batteries of Nadasty 's corps, and put 
his infantry to flight. Zieten, at the head of 
his cavalry, broke the ranks of the enemy's 
horse, pvirsued and hemmed in the fugitives, 
and completely routed them. * This fortunate 
commencement greatly facilitated the attack 
made by the king on the left wing of the 
Austrians, which being no longer supported 
by Nadasty, was soon borne down, turned, 
and driven upon the centre, and the centre 
driven upon the right. In less than six hours 

*♦ the 



• M. de Zieten cl^arged the enemy's cavalry, and pnt 
them to flight^ ^^ Seven Years' War." 
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the -whole line was in a confused heap; the 
colossus was broken, the disgrace of Breslaw 
cancelled, and victory reinstated in her former 
post. 

From the i8th of June till the beginning 
of December, the army of the empress -queen 
had aifected to give the law to the Prussians, 
to drive them out of Silesia, and to confine 
them to their former boundaries. It was now 
tJie Austrians* turn, not only to yield, to re- 
treat, but to fly with such precipitation and 
loss , as to be reduced to less than half their 
' number on their arrival in Bohemia. 

The vicissitudes of fortune which abound 
in every situation of life and influence every 
event, are in no point of view so remarkable 
as in the chances of war. 

The consternation of the imperialists, whicb 
was one of the principal causes of their de- 
feat, began with the corps under the command 
of Nadasty. Zieten, who was enabled to 
avail himself of this, took a' prodigious num- 
ber 



I 
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ber of prisoners. His own regiment alone , 
commanded by the gallant colonel de Seelen, 
took two thousand Bavarians and Wiirtember- 
gers. The panic was so great, that the re- 
mains of a whole regiment surrendered to a 
cornet and six of Zieten's hussars. The cornet 
conducted his prisoners to the king, who im- 
mediately raised him to the rank qf captain, 
and invested hini with the order of military 
merit. 

The principal attack had been attended 

» 

-with greater difficulty. The enemy made re- 
sistance on every point, and in particular, de- 
fended the important post of Leuthen with 
great valour. The reduction of that place 
was reserved for captain de Mollendorf, * who 
carried it at the head of a battalion of guards, 
and secured the victory of which Zieten had 
laid the foundation. The Prussian battalions 
dislodged the enemy from one post after an- 
other. 



* Now field -marshal of the Prussian armies and goyernor 
of the city of Berlin. 
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other. The regiment of Bayreuth took them 
in flank, and the rest of the cavalry com- 
pleted the rout. Dismay succeeded to bra- 
very; and the Austrians, being ill-ofRcered, 
ill - supported / and alike unable to defend 
themselves or to run away, yielded to the 
conquerors in crowds, in half- battalions, in 
battalions* 

M 
* 

To shew to what degree this panic had pos- 
sessed the minds of the enemy, and how far 
the mere presence of Frederick was formi- 
dable, we shall here mention an anecdote, 
which M. de Tempelhof has preserved in his 
excellent history of the seven years' war, and 
which recalls the memory of the heroic ages, 
in which Achilles, unarmed, put the Trojans 
to flight by only appearing before them. 
The battle was gained; night came on, and 
the king, desirous of following up the advan- 
tages he had acquired, marched with some 
battalions of voluntiers to Lissa, into which the 
bulk of the hostile army had thrown them- 
selves for the purpose of crossing the Weis* 
tritz. His majesty, at the head of the infan- 
try, 
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try and attended by a part of his suite , en- 
tered the town, and proceeded to the castle, 
notwithstanding the Austrian, troops he passed 
on his w:ay, who all gave l^iim place. The 
generals, the ofTicers who occupied the apart- 
ments of the castle, received him in the most 

respectful manner, did the honours of the 

« 

house, "and retired. A little while after, his 
battalions arrived; but they were not so civil- 
ly received, as the enemy repeatedly fired on 
them before they evacuated the place. 

t 

/ 

The victor of Ro^sbach and Leuthen ter- 
minated the campaign as gloriously as he had 
l)egan it, -whilst prince. Charles, awakened 
from the agreeable dreaai, into ^vhioh fortune 
had for a moment lull?d him, began to fall 
into a long series of disasters, which striking- 
ly exemplified the caprice of that fickle power. 
His conduct after the battle served but to ag- 
gravate his loss; his retreat, which had rather 
the appearance of a flight, led him into the 
same errors which Zieten had with so mucn 
dilTiculty prevented the Prussian generals from 



falling into after their defeat at Breslaw. 



In- 
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Instead of taking post behind the Weistritz, 
which he had passed during the night, he 
fell back upon Breslaw; and far from expect- 
ing the king (who followed him very closely) 
and after hiaviiig thrown a strong garrison * 
into that city, which fell into the hands of 
the Prussian^, he hastily continued his retreat. 
All that Zie.ten had predicted of the dake*s 
army, and which would infallibly have hap- 
pened to it, had the advice of the commander 
in chief been followed, was now literally ful- 
filled in that of prince Charles. The Austrian 
troops, doubly dispirited at having been beat- 
en by those whom, they had just before over- 
come, stood in more than ordinary need of 
encouragement. Instead of measures conducive 
to such end, his flight was precipitated, and 
the preservation of the army despaired of. 
Hence thousands of deserters come over to the 
Prussians; and the more so, as Zieten, who 
pressed them on every side, had left them no 
other resource. 

On 



■ ■■*■— ^.^a^WI^Mfcii^ai 



* 17600 men* 
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On the 7th of December, the king had'or- 
dered Zieten to march in pursuit of the enemy 
with a considerable body of men, composed 
of three battalions of grenadiers , * three re* 
giments of infantry, ** three of dragoons, *♦* 
four of hussars, **** and two free battalions, 
those of Angenelli and Kalben. 

Notwithstanding the defeat and dispersion 
of the enemy, this division was not equiva- 
lent to the force which they still possessed. 
After having, two days before, exhibited a 
front consisting of more than eighty thousand 
men, they were now, according to the calcu- 
lation of general de Tempelhof, reduced to 
nine thousand infantry, and twenty-eight thou- 
sand cavalry; a number, however, still su- 
periour to Zieten's detachment. 

But 



• Wedel, ManteufFel , Heyden. 

•* Asseburg, Bornstedt, Meyerink. 

••• Czettritz, Normann, Bayreuth» 

•••• Werner, Seidlitz, Puttkaznmer, Zieten. 



90 



THE LIFE OF 



But supposing them upon an equality (as a 
flying army loses much when compared ^vith 
the army that pursues it,) the Austrians would 
have b^en able to take post, and to cope with 
the Prussians, had Zieten left them time for 
such purpose. .On this occasion it was that 
he displayed his knowledge • of the country , 
and of the art of war in general. As soon as 
he foresaw a position which might prove ad- 
vantageous to the enemy, he drove them for- 
wards to hinder them from taking possession 
of it. "Whenever they had any defiles to pass, 
he took care to occupy them beforehand; so 
that in order to gain Bohemia, they were not 
able to take the route they had intended to 
take, but such only as the Prussian general 
prescribed them. Prince Charles had enter- 
tained hopes of being able . to halt imder the 
ramparts of Schweidnitz. He marched for that 
purpose through Boraw, but Zieten, who fol- 
lowed him over the Lohe and thro' Gross-Moch- 
ber, prevented him from taking post there; 
and driving him continually before him, he 
was enabled, in the space of a fortnight (from 
the 7th till the 22nd of December) to recover all 

Sile. 
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Silesia from the Austrians, and to compel them 
to repass the mountains. 

It is not possible to make a just estimate of 
their loss in troops, artillery, baggage, and 
military stores. An historian of the time has 
calculated it at nine thousand men, and three 
thousand -waggons. Other writers affirm it to 
be still more considerable. Zieten had no lei- 
sure to make any estimate; he considered him- 
self as having done nothing while any thing 
yet remained to be done; and looking before 
him only, he kept no reckoning with the 
past. 

To satisfy the views of the king, and to 
pursue the enemy to the utmost, he was com 
pelled to put the vigour of his troops to the 
severest test, and to require miracles at their 
hands. They had been long and incessantly 
engaged in marches and encounters, while the 
rest of the army were enjoying the sweets ol 
repose; his infantry could barely find accom- 
modations in the villages on their route; his 
cavalry, ill-encamped, were exposed to ^11 the 

incle- 



92 T H E L I F E P F 

inclemency of the season , and during fifteen 
days the detachment had only one day of rest. 
It will appear from the correspondence of the 
king, "vvhich we shall lay before our readers, 
that the general, touched at the hardships which 
his men underwent, had ventured to make 
representations to his majesty, and the more 
so, as they were frequently in want of bread. 
At the same time, it will be seen, that being 
obliged to steel his heart to the feelings of 
compassion, which would have retarded the 
progress of the operations, he at length enter- 
ed into the views of the monarch; and that, 
exerting himself anew, he was enabled to im- 
part fresh ardour to his troops, to reconcile 
them to the endurance of hunger, cold, sick- 
ness, and the most painful privations. 

It were to be wished that an accurate ac- 
count could be given of the various marches, 
posts, and dispositions of this pursuit, which 
the general projected and varied from day to 
day. But the rapidity of the operations pre- 
cluded all possibility of noting the details; and 
the memory of those who had a part in them 

soon 
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soon became ^ confined to vague and confused 
ideas of what had passed, and unable to form 
any regular picture of that busy period. This 
deficiency is the more to be regretted, as M. 
de Tempelhof, in his afore- mentioned history, 
wishes for exact memoirs relative to this ex- 
pedition, which, as he declares, would be 
equally instructive in the operations of regular 
as well as desultory war. 

When the king at length became in peace- 
able possession of Silesia, and enabled Zie- 
ten's troops to partake of the general repose 
of the army; when he had leisure to estimate 
the loss of the enemy after the re -taking of 
Breslaw, Schweidnitz, and of the whole pro- 
vince, it was found to amount to sixty-six 
thousand men, exclusive of the garrison of 
Lignitz which had obtained free egress. Be- 
sides these, upwards of three hundred officers, 
among whom were several generals, had fallen 
into the hands of the Prussians. In the battle 
itself and during the pursuit, the king and Zie- 
ten had taken twenty -eight thousand prison- 
ers. To the foregoing estimate may be added 

six 
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six thousand deserters. The number of can- 
non taken, amounted to one hundred and se- 
venteen; and that of the standards and colours 
to fifty -one. The Austrian army had lost, in 
the battle, upwards of seven thousand men, 
killed and wounded, and that of the Prussians, 
five thousand. 

Such much success- did not, however, satis- 
fy the vast desires of Frederick, whose ge- 
nius, superiour to good, as well as to ill for- 
tune was subservient to its own impulse only. 
Of this we shall find proof ip. the following 
correspondence, the notes to which, in the 
kings' own hand, it may be observed, are par- 
ticularly valuable. 

Letters from the king to Zieteri. 
"My dear lieutenant-general de Zieten. 
I have just received your report, and I have 
the satisfaction to tell you that every thing 
you have done has been well done. I, how- 
ever, urgently expect you to push and harass 
the enemy, and not giv^e them a moment's rest. 
If they take the road to Moravia, you will 

draw 
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draw your bread from Neisse; if they turn 
towards Schweidnitz , the country must fur- 
nish you with that article. Above iall things, 
I recommend you to pursue them to the ut- 
most extremity, without allowing them time 
to take breath or to recover themselves. I 

am willing to believe your men are fatigued, 
I 

and even harassed; but, do not forget that 
the Austrians are ten times more so, and that 
it behoves you to push and pursue them in- 
cessantly till you have driven them beyond 
their mountains. I am your affectionate king, 

Head- Quarters at Dorian, p i • , <j 

December the gth, 1757. 

In his own hand. 
"My dear Zieten, at the present moment, 
one day of fatigue will procure us a hundred 
of rest. Mitrch on, general; never quit the 
saddle; keep continually at the heels of the 
enemy. " Frederick. 

Letter II. 
"My dear lieutenant-general de Zieten. 
I leaiii every where, as well from deserters as 

from 
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from the most undoubted authority, that the 
Austrian arm^" is not only in full retreat, but 
in the greatest disorder. The consternation 
which prevails through every part of it, is 
owing to the vigour .of your pursuit. I ex- 
hort you to follow them without the least re- 
laxation and to drive them before you to the 
foot of their own mountains. Should they 
take shelter under the cannon of Schweidnitz, 
you will of course be unable to dislodge them; 
but, the moment they resume their i march, 
you must keep at their heels till you drive 
them upon their frontiers. Colonel de Wer- 
ner w^ill assist you, and you will furnish him 
with a few squadrons of hussars for that pur- 
pose, together with a free battalion ^nd a few 
companies of grenadiers. In a word, do what« 
ever you consider proper to be done in order 
to drive the enemy beyond their mountains. 
Should they. make a stand under the ramparts 
of Schweidnitz, you must nevertheless detach 
Werner with a party of hussars, grenadiers, 
and light infantry: he is acquainted with the 
country, and will block up the passes or force 
the enemy, to gain them before him. ^Ob- 
serve, 
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derve, that if tre push theth to their froii'* 
tiers, and still further ; if we do them all the 
mischief we can this year, and thereby to- 
tally dispirit them^ we shall hare so much 
the less business to do the next; whether the 
war continue, or the issue of the present cam-> 
paign bring on a peace* For my own part, 
after having reduced Breslaw (which will hot 
take up more than three or four days) I shall 
follow you with the armyj and accompany you 
till we come to the- frontiers of Bohemia. I 
again recommend the contents of this letter to 
your serious consideration, and I am ever youif 
affectionate king^ 

Head - quarters at Dutiati^ 

December 10th, 1757*" 

(tn his rhajesiy^s own hand.) 
**'the safety of the state depends on youf 
zeal* JFrederick. " 

Letters 111, and iV. -Vrithout dates^ * 
^* Still keep at the heels of the Austriaii^i 

Or- 

♦ They af^ botti in t lie king's oWri handwritings, and shew 
liow near « had he pursuit of the enemy at hearts 

II. ■ 1 
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Order the regiments of Szekuly and Bumitz 
to advance to Freibourg: follow up the enemy 
beyond Landsh^t. Lose not a moment; pur- 
sue them incessantly. The country must fur- 
nish your bread. 

Frederick. " 

"My dear Zieten. 

Press the enemy closely. If they threaten 
resistance at Bogendorf, send Werner, vrith 
all speed, with two battalions to the moun« 
tains. They must be driven upon Trautenaw. 
I will not allow them to retain an inch of 
ground in Silesia; and in passing the moun* 
tains, they must lose artillery, baggage -wag* 
gons,,and a great number of deserters. Keep 
continually behind thim. Occupy the post of 
Landshut if you are able, and, in that case, 
Schweidnitz and Lignitz will be insulated* 
Adieu ! 

I trust, I shall have done here in four or 
five days. 

Frederick. " 

Let- ! 

I 
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Letter V. 

"My dear lieutenant-general de Zieten. 

I received your two reports of the x4.th; 
and, in answer to which, I observe, that it 
appears to fee the intention of the enemy to 
remain some time at Freibourg, in order to 
alloTT the garrison and magazines of Lignitz 
time to join them. From thence , I have rea- 
son to believe, they will retreat to Schwein- 
haus or still further. They must, however, 
be turned. Situated as you now are, I do not 
imagine you would be able to cut off their 
supplies from Lignitz, or to promote desertion. 
Send some detachments to Strigaw, to Jauer, etc. 
by which means you will aniioy them more 
effectually than you now can do. Should gen- 
eral de Meyer do his duty , and you be able 
to send him a reinforcement, I am fully per- 
suaded, that a part of the magazines will fall 
ijito your hands, and that the garrison of Lig- 
nitz will be cut off. I am etc. 

Head - quarters at Durian, 

December 15th, 1757. Frederick." 



♦ « 



Let- 



IQO 
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Letter VI. 
"My dear lieutenant-general de Zieten- 
I inclose you a letter written by the prince 
of Lorrain to the governor of Lignitz, which 
has been just intercepted, and which furnishes 
us with very useful intelligence. 

You will see by this letter both the plan 
and the disposition of the enemy. I believe 
you ate strong enough to .dislodge Bakowsky 
and Falasti; and I therefore desire you to give 
your whole attention to that object, to act 
with the utmost vigour, and to terminate af- 
fairs with all possible speed , agreeably to my 
wishes and intentions. I am, etc* 

Head - quarters at Duriai), 

September i8th, 1757* Frederick." 

Letter horn prince Charles of Lorrain,- in- 
closed in the foregoing* 

" ColoneL 

The advanced season no longer permitting 
the army to remain encamped, and obliging 
me to procure it rest and security as far as 
lies in my power, the troops will march to-mor- 
row 
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row to Landshut, and I shall take care, as 
far as it may be practicable, to maintain the 
communication with Lignitz, I apprize you 
of this, colonel, and at the same time recom- 
mend you to keep a good "watch, and parti- 
cularly to confer, as long as circumstances 
will permit, with lieutenant •colonel de Pa- 
lasti, who is posted at Hirsohberg, and who 
has informed me, that he has fortunately in- 
troduced a good provision of cattle and salt 
into LignitZt He may perhaps furnish ypu 
with other articles of consumption , if you are 
enabled to keep up the comn;n;Lnic^tion with 
him and facilitate the means of supplying you. 
On my departure from Kence^ I shall leave 
lieutenant-general de Bacow with a consider- 
able detachment to cover the country and 
maintain correspondences. You will dispatch 
yours by the hands, of colonel de Palasti, who 
will deliver them to general de Bacow, from 
whom I shall duly receive them. Finally, col- 
onel, I earnestly recommend the good defence 
of the post committed to your carej hoping 
that you will not think of surrendering it, 
unless circumstances, which may screen you 

from 
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from all military responsibility, should autho- 
rize such measure. * I am, as ever, colonel, 

Head - quarters at Freibourg, 

December 15th, 1757. ^ your devoted 

Charles of Lorrain." 

On the back of the letter from Zieten to' 
the king, dated from Neudorf, December 17th, 
1757, his majesty had written the following 
lines in his own hand. 



\ 



•*Tis well. — Bacow is at Freibourg; — 
he must driven from thence. An Hungarian 
occupies Hirschberg; — he must be dislodg- 
ed* As for the garrison of Schweidnitz, it 
must be observed by a body of cavalry. 

Frederick. " 

Letter VII. 
'*My dear lieutenant-general de Zieten. 
I am happy to see by your report of the 

sist, 



* The style of this letter, which has been preserved as 
far as a translation would admit of, forms a striking 
contrast with that of the king^s letters. 
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f2ist, that things go on to my wish, and that 
you continue to push the enemy, and will be 
able to make them evacuate Silesia. We shall 
be on the 27th at Strigaw, Jauer, and in their 
environs : we shall there see what is to be 
done with regard to Lignitz, I should be 
glad if you could let me know at Strigaw, to- 
^vards that time, what progress you shall then 
have made. I am your very affectionate 
Breslaw, December ssrd, 1757. 

Frederick. " 

Letter VIII. 

*'My dear lieutenant-general de Zieten# 
I am well satisfied with the manner in which 
you attacked the rear -guard and drove the 
enemy out of Silesia. All would have been 
still better, had you not remained so long at 
Reichenbach. * I hereby charge you with the 
command of the corf don along the frontiers of 
Bohemia. Begin to form the chain with your 

own 



Zieten had Jialted there but one day, out of fifteen> 
Tvhich were taken up in continual marches. 
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own battalions and the free ones. I shall in- 

I* 

stantly send you Noble's, You will detach ma- 
jor de Kleist to Goldberg with Szekuly's baN 
talion^ to dislodge the' enemy from thence. I 
have just charged Fouque with the blockade 
of Schweidnitz, The regiments of Puttkammer- 
and Seidlitz will remain at their post. Yours 
and Warnerey's shall go into winter f quarters, 
Meyer, with the regiment of B^yreuth's dra* 
goons 9 shall qontipue i|i service. Withdraw 
by degrees the regiments of Nermann, Czett- 
ritz, and Wartenberg. Recruit your own, and 
render it complete. I shall furnish the hor«? 
ses; they are all ready. Recommepd the ^apie 
measure to the other regiments, The thipee 
regiments of dragoons, which you draw from 
the line, you will post betweeii Hohen* 
giersdorf;, Qber-Mogendorf apd ICunzendorf. 
I am, etc, etc, 

Frederick,** 

Zie ten's answer. 
"I humbly thank your majesty for having 
been pleased to intrust me with the command 
of the frontiers of Bohemia, J shall do my 

utmost 
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utmost to render myself worthy of this new- 
mark of confidence. I beg to request your 
Hiajesty to inform me exactly of the two 
points which are to begin and end the chain 
of posts I am to establish. I have one free 
battalion with me, which is that of Ange- 
jielli: de Katten's forms part of the^ detach, 
ment of Werner, as I formerly reported to 
your majesty, I shall begin the chain with 
the battalion of AngeneUi» the hussars , and 
the two companies of chasseurs, unless your 
majesty should give me different orders. I 
shall station major de Kleist at Goldberg with 
the battalion of Szekuly, Captain de Heinecke, 
of my own regiment, is at Lowenherg : I have 
heard no direct news of him. 

With regard to my regiment as well as that 
of de War^iery, I wait your majesty's ultimate 
orders to send them into quarters. The re* 
giments of Normann and Czettritz march from 
hence to* morrow, and will repair to Salz- 
brun, from whence the former will march 
the next day to Kunzendorf, and the latter, 
on the same day, to Ober-Mogepdorf. I shall 

in* 
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inform the regiment of War tenberg , which is 
stUl at Reichenbach, of your majesty*s com- 
mands , and that corps shall forthwith march 
to Hohen - Giersdorf. 

I have detached general de Czettritz from 
hence with the regiments of dragoons, till 
your majesty decides whether or not general 
de Stechow shall remain here; which step may 
be speedily rectified , as the distance is no 
more than three miles. * 

General de Fouqu^ having disposed of the 
battalion of Meyerink to reinforce the gar- 
rison of Reichenbach, I beg your majesty will 
decide whether I am to recall that battalion 
in order that general de Wedel's regiment be 
united. I shall neglect nothing that is neces- 
sary for the purpose of completing my own 
regiment with all possible speed. 

Colonel de Werner informed me on the 

19th, 



* German miles, containing about 4| English miles each. 
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19th, that he had not been able to effect his 
purpose on account of the snows, and because 
general de Janus still occupies the mountains 
on this side of Braunaw; that, from Neisse, 
where he has taken post, he was on the 
point of marching to attack the corps of Simb- ' 
schen at Neustadt; and that general de Kleist 
was about to give him a reinforcement of in- 
fantry. He has besides, Heyden's battalion of 
grenadiers with him. 

Landshut, J. J. de Zieten." 

December 25th, 1757. 

The king's answer, written on the back of 
the letter. 

*'We have not yet time to provide for the 
frontiers. Let us first see if we can do any 
thing at Schatzler. The magazines pf Trdute- 
naw must not be suffered to subsist; they 
must be burnt or taken, or the enemy must 
be driven to the necessity of setting fire to 
them* As for the other regiments and what 
relates to the cordon^ I shall settle their des- 
tination after the surrender of Lignitz. Every 

. thing 
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thing at Reichenbach must remain in its pre- 
sent state. Werner is at Jagerndorf. He is 
well there; the estates he has in that part of 
the country ^are, in some measure, the cause 
of his march. As soon asf Lignitz capitulates, 
I shall settle the posts. I must speak mth 
Wedel, that I may give fcim the necessary 
detail, 

Frederick. ** 

Letter IX. 

(In the kings own hand.) 
"I have just learnt that the Austrians have 
a considerable magazine at Trautenaw. Were 
it in your power to take possession of it, you 
would crown your exploits. If you cannot 
effect this hy force, have it set on fire, though 
it should cost you a thousand ducats. Bring 
this about, either byi force or address; one of 
the t\vp. The thing is very important, and 
would binder the enemy from assembling in 
force in those parts the next spring* Adieu, 
gtrigaw, December fl5th. 

Frederick. ** 

Letter 
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Letter X. 
(In the kings own hand.) 

"My dear general. 

I am well satisfied with the news you have 
just sent me on the subject of the enemy. 1 
should, however, have been much more so, 
had yOu been able to have undertaken any 
thing against Schatzlar. All the defiles lying 
beydnd that place , you have nothing to fear 
from the cavalry. Spare no expence in pro- 
curing good information or in gaining over 
such people as may be of service to you. You 
need Only mention what sum you want, and 
you shall be duly supplied therewith. I am 
your very affectionate, 

Strigaw, December 26th, 1757. 

Frederick. " 

Letter Xt 

"My dear lieutenant-general de Zieten. 

I thank you for your good wishes, and in 
return, I wish you and your whole corps a 
happy new year. 

As 
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As Schweidnitz is now invested on all sides, 
and is in want of many necessaries/ I imagine 
the enemy will attempt to throw in succour 
or provisions, and I enjoin you to frustrate 
any such enterprises. I am told they have six 
thousand men at Braunaw; you will learn 
whether this be true. They are in force in 
the neighbourhood of Trautenaw; and in taking 
the difection of Bolimisch - Friedland , tliey 
may make an attempt against Lowenberg. 
These are the three points which mejit your 
attention. Your regiment will inform you 
of what passes near Lowenbejg. If in, reality, 
the enemy should attempt any thing, there 
will be a movement in that quarter; they will 
undoubtedly make feints, appear to advance 
upon other points, and mask their operations. 
Do all you can to discover their real views; 
and take care not to be deceived by false ap- 
pearances. In case of an attempt, I shall 
give you a list of the regiments and their 
quarters, that you may be able to procure 
reinforcements whenever you may want them. 
The quarters of Hirschberg, Lowenberg, Bunz- 
law and Frankenstein, will, in particular, be 

in 
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in readiness to second yoa at the shortest no- 
tice. You will continue to give me an ac- 
count of every thing that passes, and, above 
all, should any thing of this nature happen. 
I am etc. etc. 
Strigaw, 'December 30th, 1757. 

Frederick. " 

Two things are observable in the foregoing 
correspondence; the first, that in the short 
space of time that had elapsed since the battle 
of Leuthen, Zieten had done much in the 
pursuit of the enemy and for the safety of 
Silesia; the second, that in spite of all his ef- 
forts and the efforts of the corps under his 
command, the king still expected and required 
more at his hands, and that, although his ma- 
jesty was sparing m his praises, he was far 
from being so in his censures, since he con- 
sidered the halt at Reichenbach as a repre- 
hensible measure. Reichenbach was, how- 
ever, no Capua.. It was merely twenty -four 
hours' interruption of an hitherto uninterrup- 
ted pursuit. It was a moment of rest, abso- 
lutely necessary to enable both men and hor- 



ses 
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ses to continne and complete tlieir task* Zie» 
ten, moreover, executed the orders of the 
king in their fullest extent, excepting perhaps 
what related to the magazine of Trautenaw, to 
trhich it is not certain that he set fire; and 
had he not acquitted himself of the commission! 
^o far was it from being a matter of reproacli, 
that it can only be said, that, accustomed as 
he was to look the enemy in the face^ he 
was ill fitted for a kind of warfare, in which 
courage was of no use, and which ^ besides » 
savoured more of barbarity than heroism* 

Zieteii^ as the reader has s^en^ had undeif* 
gone incredible hardships in the course of this 
campaign; yet he had still more toils to en* 
counter during the winter. He had now the 
command of the cordon posted over the chain 
of mountains between Schmiedeberg and Lands* 
hut, which was composed of nine battalions 
and twenty squadrons* In consideration ot 
their services and the loss they had sustained, 
the king had allowed Zieteh's own hussars and 
tliQse of Warner ey to go into winter- quarters* 
The generals, however, availed themselves bur 

little 
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little of this interval of repose; they were al- 
most incessantly employed in repairing the 
havoc Avhich four bloody battles and a series 
of daily encounters had made in their respec- 
tive regiments. Zieten's, among the others, 
was completely recruited, and, at the return 
of spring, the whole army exhibited a for- 
midable front. 

The rest of the winter passed away unmarked 
by any military event. The corps which Zieten 
commanded was, in the fullest extent of the 
term, a corps of observation. Frequent patrols 
and reconnoitring parties, at the head of which 
the general appeared in persoxi , fully convinced 
him of the immobility of the enemy, and ena- 

V. 

bled him to encourage the hopes of the king re- 
lative to the blockade of Schweidnitz, which 
had been undertaken by M. de Fouque. We 
are in possession of one letter only of the^ 
king*s, written at this period, and we shall 
insert it, to shew to what degree his majesty 
was satisfied with his general. 

*'My dear lieutenant-general de Zieten. 

I am piuch obliged to you for the news you 

n. 8 give 
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give me in your letter of the. 21st. Every 
thing you say is very much to the purpose; 
yet I still apprehend a movement on the part 
of the enemy to succour Sch>Teidnitz , or to 
fall on some of our quarters. Let us -therefore 
be upon our guard: let us endeavout to dis- 
cover, and to foil their intentions. My pre- 
sence will perhaps be necessary, and I shall 
not fail being with you as soon as I shall 
be able to gain further information. In the 
mean while, it appears to me necessary, that 
beginning with Silberberg, you send out your 
patrols as. far as the defiles of Braunaw, for 
the purpose of reconnoitring the ground well, 
or at least to discover the motions of the 
enemy, so that general de Fouque might re- 
ceive instant information thereof. You wiU 
take care to do whatever is necessary, and to 
make frequent report; particularly relative to 
the least change on the part of the enemy. 
I am your affectionate king, 

Breslaw, February 23rd, i758» 

Frederick/* 



CIn i 
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(In his own hand.) 
*'The most essential point is to avoid being 
deceived by false appearances. I am of opin- 
ion that the enemy ^11 make some attempts 
in the neighbourhood of Trautenaw. Of Brau- 
naw, Friedland, and Silberberg, we must not 
lose sight for a moment. 

Frederick. " 

The Austrian generals came not to the re- 
lief of Schweidnitz, which after having sus- 
tained a regular siege , surrendered in the 
middle of the month of April. Zieten had 
covered the operations on the side of Ffaffen- • 
dorf, Jbhannsdorfy and Weissbach: but before 
we transport the reader with him into Mo- 
ravia, where, as it is well known, the king 
entered after the taking of the above place; 
we shall mention an event which occurred in 
his regiment, and with regard to which he 
acted in a manner worthy 6i himself, and per- 
fectly conformable to his character. 

We have already stated, that in the battle 
of Leuthen, one of Zieten's cornets had taken 

♦ ♦ the 
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the remains of a whole regiment prisoner, and 
that the king, by way of recompensing so bril- 
liant an exploit, had given him the military 
cross and named him captain upon the' spot 
This young man, who afterwards displayed 
considerable talents in his profession, but who 
being at that time very deficient in education 
and experience, was so intoxicated with his 
good fortune as not to know how to enjoy it 
with moderation, and he soon exposed himself 
to the risk of losing every advantage to be 
derived from it. 

Considering it sufficient to be a captain of 
royal creation, and, without announcing him- 
self in such capacity either to his general os 
to any of the officers of the staff; — without 
waiting to be informed in what regiment he 
was to exercise his new rank; he made choice 
of the squadron to which he belonged for such 
purpose, and declared to lieutenant de Stan* 
kart, that he was now at the head of it, aifd 
that the lieutenant .must give place to him, 
and receive his orders* M. de Stankart, in- 
ured to the service, and rigid on points of 

sub- 
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subordination, refused to consider him in any 
other light than that; of his cornet. The new- 
created captain was much enraged at this op- 
position, yet put oiF all further discussion till 
after the hattle, when the business degenera- 
ted into a duel. Fortune now abandoned her 
favourite, and he was severely wounded. For 
the purpose of facilitating his cure, he was 
charged with a mission and despatched to Ber- 
lin, where his irregularities in a little time 
became the subject of complaint, and forced 
his general to represent to the king, that it 
would be proper to suspend his new commis- 
sion for a while, and to degrade him to his. 
former rank;. His majesty, in compliance 
with the general's advice, gave immediate or- 
ders, that, for the present, the young officer 
must content himself with his cross , and , that 
to regain his rank, he must wait his turn and 
the favourable reports of his generaL 

* 

The aifait made much noise. The example, 
indeed, was an instructive one. If on the one 
hand, such bold and decisive proceeding in- 
spired sentiments of fearful respect for the gen- 
eral 
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eral who had adopted it; on the other hand, 
the disinterestedness of his motives and the 
purity of his intentions secured him the lore 

« 

and confidence of the whole army. Nor was 
this all, however incredible what we have to 
add might appear. The young man, who cer- 
tainly, as we have already seen, was not want- 
ing either in ambition or spirit and whose 
self-love had been so deeply wounded, with* 
drew neither his respect nor his attachment 
from the general who had thus stopped him 
in his splendid career. Instead of quitting the 
regiment and entering into some other corps 
of light horse , in which he might have made 
a more rapid advancement, he was not in the 
least inclined to throw oiF the authority of 
Zieteo, and thus made ample reparation for er« 
rors into which his want of education and his 
ungovernable temper had thrown him. Faith- 
ful to his general and to his superiour olEcers, 
he afforded an example of orderly conduct 
which gained him the affection and esteem of 
his comrades, and which afterwards caused 
his exploits to be attributed to personal merit, 
which jealousy might otherwise have consi- 
dered 
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dered as the result of good fortune only. 
Time confirmed his reputation, and cemented 
his generous union with Zieten. An army 
-which produces such models, and which en- 
courages such emulation, must force envy it- 
self to declare it invincible. 

* 

The king having quitted Schweidnitz in or- 
der to invade Moravia, Zieten at first covered 
his majesty's departure by a position -which 
disabled the enemy from annoying him; after 
this, being joined by the corps under the com- 
mand of major-general de Zieten, * they be- 
gan their march together. The former, on 
the 4th of May, arriving at Neustadt, found 
the army at Schmirsitz, and protected the king's 
quarters ** during the siege of Ollmiitz which 
was carried on by marshal Keith, 

The 



* This general lost his life in the battle of Frankfort in 
the year 1769. He distinguished himself in this inarch 
by repulsing the vigorous and repeated attacks of gen- 
eral de Laudon and general de Buckow at Gottesberg. 

•• At Prosnitz. 
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The Austrian army, after having hung upon 
the rear of that of the king, encajnped in 
Moravia opposite to it. Availing hiix^elf of 
his superiority in light troops, marshal Daun 
had distributed them into various detachments, 
•which he posted round the Prussian army to 
harass it; and, at the same time, he carefully- 
avoided coming to any serious engagement. 
The coi^s of Saint -Ignon occupied a position 
at Preraw, extremely incommodious to the 
Prussians and very convenient for himself, as 
by affording him ' a communication with the 
surrounding divisions, it preserved one -with 
the fortress, into which marshal Daun was, 
by such means, enabled to throw two thou- 
sand men on the 22nd of May, tmimpeded 
and even unobserved by general de Retzow 
-who commanded in those parts. The king 
justly apprehending that Saint - Ignon would 
open a direct communication with the place, 
and take the corps of Retzow which he was 
threatening, his majesty ordered Zieten to ap- 
proach Preraw, to reconnoitre the position, and 
to meditate on the means necessary for dis- 
lodging the enemy. 

Zie- 
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Zieten' broke up his camp on the same day, * 
at noon. He passed the Morava with three 
battalions of grenadiers, two regiments of ca- 
vabrjr, and nine hundred hussars. After being 
reinforced by Restow's corps, he advanced 
upon Preraw, through Grosser -Teinitz, Krz- 
mann and Kockor; and, in order to secure a 
retreat, he left detachments of infantry in 
every village and in each defile. These pre- 
cautions were not useless. General de Saint- 
Ignon, who had been apprized of his march, 
and whose particular orders, as well as his 
own advantage, required him to avoid an en- 
gagement, had left only a feeble detachment 
of hussars and Cravats at Preraw; and in spite 
of the superiority of an almost inaccessible 
position, defended by dikes, marshes, and a 
river, he withdrew with the rest of his 
troops to the heights of Bichnow: he moreover 
sent his baggage to Kropin. 

In this retreat, Zieten imagined he perceived 
a snare. He might have easily dislodged the 

Cra- 



* May the 22nd» 
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Cravats, and pursued the Austrian general; he 
was, however, unwilling to hazard the attempt, 
and was apprehensive of being cut off from the 
main army. Had he advanced too far, he 
would have left the strong fortress of Te- 
betscha behind him; and there was a consider- 
able garrison in it. He was, moreover, liable 
to be turned, on his leaving Kropin and 
Kremsir, by some strong detachments which 
lay in those quarters; and he would have ex- 
posed, perhaps sacrificed, his men to no pur- 
pose; a measuse he always was averse to. 
His reconnoitring having been effected, the 
enemy dislodged, and his junction with Retzow 
operated, he fell back upon Ollmutz, and en- 
camping in the plains of Bistrowa and Brezcz, 
he shut up the place on that side. Saint - 
Ignon resumed his former position which now 
became less alarming. 

We are now coming to one of the most 
trying periods of the life and the various cam- 
paigns of our hero. Hitherto, properly speak- 
ing, he had been never beat; at least, the 
corps he had commanded, whether on parti- 
cular 
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cular expeditions or in pitched battles, if they 
had not conquered , had ever preserved their 
w^ell - earned reputation^ in the midst of the 
general defeat. For Laudon, the task of 
checking him in his splendid career was re- 
served, and, by a masterly stroke, to overcome 
him "with superiour forces. This defeat brought 
on the loss of a convoy consisting of between 
two and three thousand waggons, loaded with 
provisions, military stores, and arms for the 
king's camp, and caused the raising of the 
siege. 

This convoy set oiF on the Gist of June 
from Neisse and from Cosel. Colonel de Mo- 
sel who escorted it, was at the head of twelve 
battalions, composed, for the far greater part, 
of raw recruits and convalescents, together 
with a body of twelve hundred horse. The 
less the enemy were supposed to be privy to 
the expedition, the more were they able to 
conceal from the Prussians the measures that 
w^ere taken to defeat it. It was, indeed, al- 
most impossible that they should not succeed 
in their designs against the convoy, acquaint- 
ed 
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ed as they were with the ground, and having 
mountains, rivers, and every iohabitant of the 
country in their favour, 

Colonel de Mosel being arrived at Trappaw, 
passed the frontiers on the 20th of June. 
Marshal Daun now availing himself of the in- 
formation he had gathered on his way, or- 
dered general de Laudon to gain HoiE by a 
circuitous route, and to lie in ambush there, 
while general de Siskowitz should pass the 
Morava, join Saint -Ignon at Preraw, and keep 
himself concealed in the forest of Alt-Lieba, 
until the moment fixed upon for the attack. 
Furthermore, the marshal, with a view of di- 
verting the king's attention to another point, 
made several motions with the main army. 
He reconnoitred the position of the Frtissians, 
broke up his camp, and, drawing nearer to 
them, appeared to be making ready to give 
them battle, and took every necessary m^easure 
to keep them occupied, 

ft 

The king being informed by Zieten's patrols, 
that Saint -Ignon had quitted the post of Pre- 
raw 
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raw to march further on, concluded that the 
Austrians intended to attack the convoy. He 
•was, however, far from fores^eeing the whole 
extent of the plan. Ill served by his spies, 
as is commonly the case in a country devoted 
to the enemy, he was unacquainted with the 
march of the other columns: yet the move- 
ment of Saint -Ignon was alone sufficient to 
excite his apprehensions, and he did every 
thing in his power to avert the impending 
mischief. 

t 

To this end, he despatched Zieten to col- 
onel de Mosel, and gav'e him two battalions of 
grenadiers, two regiments of cuirassiers. And 
six hundred dragoons, together with orders to 
reinforce himself on his way with the corps 
of Retzow. The evening before , Zieten had 
detached colonel de Werner with a battalion 
and five hundred horse. Having rejoined them 
at Giebaw, he learnt that the colonel had not 
been able to advance further on. At the same 
time, a heavy cannonade was heard, its smoke 
Tras perceived, and there was no longer any 
doubt that colonel de Mosel was attacked by 

« the 
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the enemy. In consequence of this, Zietens 
corps halted at Giebaw; the baggage yvas sent 
back, "Was fallen upon by the light cavalry of 
the Austrians , and rescued by the valour of 
Seidlitz*s hussars. In the mean while, Zieten, 
who had followed colonel de Werner, at the 
head of a regiment of cuirassiers, supported 
him in so vigorous a manner, that they join- 
ed Mosel towards the evening, who after the 
encounter had advanced as far as NeudorfeL 
It was now the 28th of June, On the pre- 
ceding day, the latter, on account of the bro- 
ken roads and the slow progress of the con- 
voy, had found himself under the necessity of 

* 

making halt at Bautsch, to wait for the arrival 
of two thirds of the waggons, and to send 
back to Troppaw whatever he conceived the 
army in a situation of dispensing with for the 
present moment. 

These untoward circumstances favoured the 
projects of Laudon. His division had time to 
advance, to occupy the passages, and to intercept 
the communications. The arrival of Werner 
at GiebaWy sufficiently indicating that succour 

was 
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M^as at handy Laudon had accelerated his 
inarch y in order to post troops on the hills 
■which commanded the defiles between Bautsch 
and Alt-Lieba, through which the convoy- 
had to pass. He ha4 likewise thrown his 
Hungarian infantry and Cravats into the woods, 
and stationed a body of dragoons and hussars 
in the plain, in order to make an attack on 
all sides at once*. 

Colonel de Mosel beginning his march on 
the same day, found Laudon in the defiles of 
Bautsch. He forced the passage, formed be- 
yond the defiles, drove out the infantry' and 
the Cravats, carried a battery -with the bay- 
onet, and after having taken two hundred pri- 
soners, he repulsed I^audon as far as Bahr 
-with the loss of five hundred men. When 
the engagement was over, M. de Mosel 
sent his aide-de-camp, de Seville, * to 
the king w^ith a circumstantial account of 
his success; and continuing his march, fae 

joined 

* Now lieutexijint- general, and governor of Neudiatel. 
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joined Zieten at Neudorfel, as has been al- 
ready mentioned. 

The enemy were thrown into disorder; but • 
the convoy was likewise in the same condi- 
tion. During the engagement , the guides and 
their assistants arrived at Troppaw in the ut- 
most confusion. The Austrian hussars taking 
advantage of the disorder, began to pillage and 
destroy the provisions. The Prussian cavalry- 
came up too late to prevent the havoc; they, 
however, put the enemy to flight, but the 
mischief was already done. 

The troops having reached Neudorfel, the 
night of the 28th was employed in collecting the 
wrecks of the convoy; not one half of which was 
recovered. The guides having abandoned their 
horses; the horses ^ which wei;e spent with fa- 
tigue, were unable to get clear of the deep 
roads; the fugitives were already at a great 
distance from the spot. ^ Zieten had taken the 
command upon himself: it was necessary to 
re - establish good order, tp give time for re- 
pose to both men and horses; to re -organize 

the 
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the convoy; — and in this manner the sgth 
was taken up. 

This new delay famished the enemy with 
an opporti^nity of making a fresh attack. In 
the forme^ one, Laudon alone had acted , as 
on his being informed of the approach of Zie- 
ten and the succour that accompanied him, 
he had been beforehand with him, in conse- 
quence of a forced march. At present, that 
able general being reinforced with the corps 
of Serbelloniy placed himself in ambush be- 

* 

tween Lieba and Dohmstadtel, in the woods that 
skirted the road. . . . 

The iPrussians began to file along. The 
wary Austrian still kept his position. Already 
the head of the column and the convoy, un- 
der the command of M. de Krockow, began* to 
spread out on the plain, and the centre which 
followed considered themselves in perfect safe- 
ty; when all on a sudden, the enemy rushed 
between them, and occupying the outlet, be- 
gan a furious engagement , which Zieten sus- 
tained with his accustomed bravery ; ^ an en^ 

11. 9 gage- 
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gagement, which, seconded as he was by the 
valour of his troops, would have turned out 
in his favour (as several hostile battalions had 
already given way, and lost their artillery) 
had not.Laudon, by turning, and surrounding 
the rear of the convoy, changed the face of 
affairs and decided t^ie victory. 

The Prussians had to contend, at the same 
time, with the dilEculties of the ground and 
a twofold attack. Their separate situation 
was, moreover, in their disfavour, as w^ell as 
their having a convoy to protect, and an ene- 
my to cope with. Their muskets too were 
rendered useless by a continual fall of rain, 
whilie those of the Austrians had been pre- 
served dry till the very moment of action. 
Every circumstance was in favour of the lat- 
ter, who did not neglect to take ample ad- 
vantage thereof. The convoy was dispersed 
and plundered , the powder set fire to, and the 
military stores and provisions destroyed. The 
advanced -guard of general de Krockow, con- 
sisting of two hundred and fifty waggons, 
solely escaped^ and arrived in safety at the 

king*s 
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king's camp. Zieten had made a last desperate 
effort. He threw himself, at the head of a 
party of his troops, upon the enemy; but not 
being strong enough to force his way through 
them, and being cut off from the rest of the 
division, he escaped with much difficulty to 
TroppaWy with the remains of his small 
party. 

History has honoured the memory of the 
gallant warriors who lost their lives in this 
encounter. We shall confine ourselves to a 
single instance of patriotic bravery which com- 
mands our admiration and calls forth our sen- 
sibility. Of nine hundred new recruits, all in 
the flower of their age and the vigour of life, 
who were enlisted for the purpose of com- 
pleting the regiment of prince Ferdinand, not 
one hundred survived the affray. The rest, 
together with the gallant officer who com- 
manded them, were left dead on the spot. 
General de Tempelhof speaking of them in 
his History of the Seven -years* war, * ob- 

* * serves 

* See yol. U. pag^ 92. 
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serves that "if they were unable to conquer, 
they at least Icnew how to die." 

The conduct of Zieten has both its censur- 
ers and its panegyrists. The former blame 
him for having halted at Neudorfel for the 
purpose of collecting the scattered convoy. 
According to their opinion , he should have 
gained the defile of Dohmstadtel, have tempted 
the enemy to follow him, and have taken ad- 
vantage of the plain in case of an engagement. 
The advocates of Zieten reply, that he could 
not have maintained his post at Dohmstadtel, 
even had he been able to occupy the defile; 
that a string of waggons, in a mountainous 
country, traversed by a single road, takes up 
a considerable line; that a convoy, liable to 
be attacked on every point, requires a nu- 
merous and extended escort, and that by com- 
pressing the troops, the baggage must have 
been sacrificed. Should it be said, that on 
the day on which Zieten halted, Laudon and 
Seskowitz had n6t formed a junction, and 
could not have attacked him; it would not 
have been the less true, that by marching on- 
ward, 
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YP'ard, he would have rendered the convoy in- 
capable of following him I and thus abandoned 
it to the mercy of the enemy. Besides, he 
yvas unacquainted with the combined move- 
ments of the two generals; and he expected 
to have been, harassed by the flying - troops 
that infested the route, against whom he con- 
ceived he should make the more effectual re- 
sistance by distributing his men along the iile 
of waggons. 

However it might have been, it were to be 
wished that, impartial and well-informed as 
he ever was in his judgment of his own ex- 
ploits and his own errors, he had himself fur- 
nished the documents necessary for the eluci- 
dation of this affair. In default of this, we 
must refer the dispute to such, as being the 
most capable of deci<ling it, will doubtless 
pass the most equitable judgment. 

The consequences of this disastrous event 
are well known. The king raised the siege 
of Ollmiitz; a siege which had proved the 
more irksome and laborious, as it had been 

neces- 



134 T H E L I F E O F 

necessary to draw all his subaistence from Silesia, 
and as every convoy had been in continual 
risk of falling into the hands of the Austrians. 
There is, moreover, reason to believe, that 
the enemy would not have allowed the king 
sufficient time to complete the siege of this 
place or to have taken due advantage of his 
conquest, sinpe storms were now rising against 
him in various parts of his dominions, and to 
quell which his immediate presence was ne- 
cessary. One of the most enlightened of all 
Frederick's critics, * and so much the more 
worthy of credit in the present case, as he 
was one of the king's most zealous admirers, 
asserts, that by his expedition into Moravia, 
^nd the ill - advised siege of Ollmutz , that 
monarch had most assuredly furnished his ene- 
mies with arms against himself; that he had 
lost sight of the advantages he might have 
derived from the victory of Leutlien, and, in 
a word, that he was ignorant (of what is now 

no 



• This estimable writer is only known by the vague ap- 
pellation of *Uhe Austrian Veteran/' 
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no secret) that the Austrian army, which was 
entirely disorganized daring the winter of 
i757f availed itself of the time the king lost 
before Ollmiitz in order to recover its former 
complement and vigour. 

Zieten, cut oiF at Dohmstadtel from the rest 
of the convoy, arrived at Troppaw with a 
handful of troops, but did not long remain 
there. The king having taken his march 
through Bohemia after the raising of the 
siege, the general liad orders to join his ma- 
jesty at Neisse. 

It was about this time (the beginning of 
July) that the Russians, who were advancing 
by quick marches towards the frontiers, were 
expected to enter Silesia. Zieten, after having 
reinforced several garrisons, renlained until the 
24th of July at Neisse, and then rejoined the 
king's army at Skaltitsch. 

At this place he found his regiment, whose 
joy at his arrival was extreme. His own was 
not less so when he was apprized, that dar- 
ing 



136 THE LIFE OF 

ing the siege, and on the retreat, that regi- 
ment had acquitted itself with its usual eclat, 
and that it was entirely owing to it, that the 
king had not been more closely pressed by 
the corps of Laudon, which hung upon his 
rear during the above-mentioned retreat. The 
regiment had suffered much; the courage of 
tlie troops had proved very destructive to 
them. Among a thousand instances of valour, 
one example of intrepid fidelity of which we 
shall here make mention, is particularly wor- 
thy of the reader's notice. During the siege, 
a private hussar, of the name of Lange, keep- 
ing sentinel, alone and unmounted, before the 
tent of the major of the regiment, was' at- 
tacked by several troopers at once, and not 
only refused to yield, but began and sustained 
a most unequal combat with them. When 
his sabre was at length forced from him, he 
continued to defend the entrance of the tent 
with his carabine. He finally remained mas- 
ter of the field, and though severely cut and 
mangled, happily none of his wounds proved 
mortal. His carabine bore upwards of twenty 
honourable marks ^ acquired in this singular 

fray. 
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fray. The nocturnal surprises that took place 
at Weissen - Kosteritz during three successive 
nights, had deprived the regiment of a con- 
siderable number of men, together with an 
excellent officer. * 

Zieten and Seidlitz, at the head of their ca- 
valry, covered the king's retreat. Scarcely 
had the monarch honourably made his way 
through the defiles of Moravia and traversed 
the mountains of Bohemia, when he Hew to 
the succour of his country to the extremity 
of the electorate of Brandenburg, now mena- 
ced by the Russians, who, after having burnt 
the town of Gustrin, were proceeding on to 
the heart . of the Prussian dominions. 

This was one of the most critical Situations 

« 

in which the king had been involved during 
the whole war; yet his courage sustained, and 
his genius extricated him. He detached four- 
teen thousand men from his army, and with 

these, 

\ 
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* Lien tenant de Jargas* 
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these, he hastened to the relief of count Doh* 
na, who was no longer able to cope with the 
more numerous forces of general de Fermor. 
The rest of the main army he intrusted to the 
command of. the margrave Charles ^ to whom 
he gave orders to cover the frontiers of 
Silesia. 

Marshal Daun, with whom the margrave 
had to contend, was meditating the vast design 
of forming a junction with the French army 

* 

and with that of the circles of Germany; of 
attacking prince Henry, the king's brother; 
of forcing him to repass the Elbe, and of 
making himself master of that river^ while the 
Russians gained possession of the Oder, and 
the Swedes advanced upon Berlin, which he 
had marked out as the place of general ren« 
dezvous. 

After having composed the king's advanced* 
guard and beat several detachments in his 
way, one of which' he met at Politz, Zieten 
quitted his majesty (who now passed the Oder) 
and joining the division of general de Fouque, 

he 
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he remained in Silesia under the command of 
the margrave. 

The Prussian army was divided into three 
bodies. At the head of the first, the king 
beat the Russians at Zomdorf, on the 25th of 
August. With the second, prince Henry dis- 
puted every foot of ground with the French , 
and with the German circles, in Saxony; and with 
the third, the margrave Charles took so good 
a position, that he was able to cover both Si- 
lesia and the marquisate of Brandenburg at the 
same time. 

Thus miscarried the formidable plan of the 
enemies of Frederick, after so many dear- 
bought victories, well -times marches, and skil- 
ful positions; and Prussia was indebted for its 
preservation to the joint efforts of its sover* 
eign and his gallant army. 

* • ■ 

Zieten was . now separated from his regi- 
ment. Both himself and that corps were dis- 
tinguishing themselves in different countries. 
The regiment, which had accompanied the 

king 
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king, was of eminent service to his majesty' in 
the battle of Zorndorf. After having over- 
thrown the Russian cavalry, it made great ha- 
voc upon the infantry; and although twice 
surrounded by the enemy, the troops cut 
their way through them» and spread terror 
among the Cossacs who covered the retreat. On 
that famous day, the regiment gained new 
laiirels at the expense of much blood, and 
among the killed and wounded^ were reckoned 
twenty -one olEcers. 

While the hussars were thus acquitting them- 
selves in the plains of Zorndorf, their chief 
was engaged in Silesia, in a career,^ less bril- 
liant, indeed, but in every respect as condu- 
cive to the public welfare. Of this, an inter- 
cepted letter from general Laudon to marshal 
Daun, affords ample proof. Daun, who was 
then in the neighbourhood of Meissen, acknow- 
ledges in this, letter, that Zieten, whom he 
always found in his way, was at one time, 
harassing his rear, at another, impeding his 
march* Laudon's report was made a short 
time previous to the change of operations 

which 
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which took place in those parts , when Daun 
had been prevented by the king's return from 
forming a junction with the army of the Ger- 
man circles for the purpose of' attacking prince 
Henry, and when Laudon had failed in his 
scheme of invading the marquisate of Bran- 
denburg. 

We shall not enter into any detail respect- 
ing the marches and counter- marches of the 
division under the command of Zieten^ which 
consisted of eight battalions and fifteen squa- 
drons. His principal rendezvous was Lowen- 
burg, whence he kept the enemy in awe, and 
made such attacks as their various .motions 
rendered necessary. At length the margrave 
and Zieten entered into a twofold plan of oper- 
auon which the circumstances of the moment 
required. To this end , the former repaired to 
Silesia, and the latter to the electorate of 
Brandenbui^; and while Laudon advanced to- 
ward the electorate, Zieten skirted the Bober, 
and hung upon his rear; but being obliged to 
halt during twenty -four hours in order to al- 
low the provision -waggons time to keep up 
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with Iiim , he was not able to hinder that 
general from taking advantage of the delay 
and sending a detachment as far as CottbuSi 
Frankfort, and Feitz, to put the country under 
contribution. The critical situation in which 
the king then found himself could alone give 
any importance to this circumstance, which 
at any other period would have been con- 
founded in the crowd of events; and even 
now, it was far from being attended with any 
disastrous consequences, as after the victory of 
Zorndorf , the king having detadied -prince 
Francis of Brunswick, that prince, assisted by 
Zieten*s hussars and a single free battalion, 
cleared the whole country. 

Zieten has been censured for having allowed 
the enemy to gain a march upon him. The 
charge is, however, more severe than just. 
The general had to choose between two evilsi 
and he made choice of the lesser. What could 
he have expected from his troops, had he left 
them without bread in an exhausted country, 
far from the magazines of Schweidnitz, whence 
he drew his subsistence ? The imperialists 

drew 
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drew theirs from Zittaw, which lay at no 
great distance from tliem; and besides , they 
foraged in Lusatia , and their flying - corps 
were more expeditious than the Prussians in 
the transport of their convoys. 

As soon as Zieten was furnished with a pro- 
vision of bread y he continued his march * and 
advanced towards Guben, where he arrived the 
129th. He dislodged the enemy from thence^ 
pitched his camp at Lieberose on the 13th 
of September, and covered the marquisate of 
Brandenburg. For the space of two months 
he had the satisfaction of checking the pro- 
gress of the victor of Dohmstadtel. 

Nothing could be more difficult than this 
defensive kind. of warfare; as, to the obliga- 
tion of avoiding the possibility of a battle, 
was added the necessity of discovering the 
plans of the enemy, opposing their marches, 
throwing obstacles in their way, disputing 

every 



* On the sSth of Augus(» 
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every inch, of ground with them, and, in a 
word, of tiring them out without venturing 
to take any repose himself. 

Soon after this, the king hastened to the re- 
lief of his troops in Lusatia and Saxony. He 
had traversed the schemes of the Russians dur- 
ing a period of twelve months, and with a 
bold and skilful arm had broken that formi- 
dable colossus which threatened his country 
mth destruction. On the 4.th of September, 
his majesty had arrived at Gross -Dubritz, and 
forced the enemy to leave off acting on the 
offensive I and to reflect with regret on ^their 
having lost the only opportunity they had of 

laying waste the marquisate. Frederick found 

« 

prince Henry entrenched with his small army 
at Gumig, coping with a ibody of a hun- 
dred thousand men, and, at the same time, 
covering both the Elbe and the capital of 
Saxony. In Silesia, his majesty found the 
margrave Charles encamped in the face of 
marshal Daun. He strove for a long time to 
force the latter from his strong post and to 
join battle, nor was he able to turn him 

before 
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before the beginning of the month of October. 
Daun then took the fine position of Kittlitz; and 
the king, the memorable camp of Hochkirchen. 
The army of the German circles being already 
lyithdrawn, the field remained clear for the 
two great powers. 

The king*s camp touched that of the enemy, 
who considered this security as a bravado, and 
began to meditate vengeance. Its open posi- 
tion was extremely perilous; every general 
was apprehensive of the consequences of it, 
and Zieten partook of their alarms. ^ The king 
placed intire confidence in the reports of a 
spy, which having proved true in the first 
instances, lulled the monarch into a false se- 
curity, and brought on the disasters he soon 
after experienced. Daun, who had detected 
this spy, compelled him to continue his re- 
ports to the Prussians and to lead them a- 
stray. He therefore informed them, that the 
marshal was in continual expectation of a 
surprise, thai he was making mounds and 
entrenchments, and, in a word, that he con- 
fined himself ,to defensive measures , with- 

II. 10 out 
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■ 

out forming the least plan of acting on the 
offensive. 

The king's intention being, in fact, to sur- 
prise the marshal, these reports acquired a 
further degree of probability in his estimation; 
and it "was scarcely possible for him to escape 
being deceived by them. The i4.th of Octo- 
ber was the day fixed upon for the execution 
of this plan. He indulged the most sanguine 
hopes, and even considered the success of it as 
infallible. Credulity encourages expectation. 
The hussars of Zieten had, however, perceived 
on the 13th', an extraordinary movement in the 
enemy's camp. Colonel de Seelen, their com- 
manding olKcer having made instant report, 
the king, by way of precaution, forthwith 
ordered the troops to lie under arms; but ob- 
serving that every thing remained quiet till 
the evening, and deluded by the false report 
of his spy, he ordered them to return into 
the camp. Zieten and Seidlitz did all in their 
power to undeceive him. They repaired to 
his tent, conjured him not to allow the troops 
to disarm, and communicated their apprehen- 
sions 
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sions and suspicions. The king remained un- 
moveable. Desirous of preparing the troops 
for the night of the 14th, he was determined 
they should take sufficient rest on the preced- 
ing day, and he furthermore gave orders that 
the cavalry should be unsaddled. 

The latter order particularly concerned Zie- 
ten who commanded that part of the army.' 
The general was now under no small embar- 
rassment. On one hand, he considered what 
he owed to the king; on the other, what he 
owed to his country. In obeying the one, he 
tvould expose the other to danger. He was, 
however, able to reconcile those opposite du- 
ties; or rather, consulting his own prudence 
and courage; venturing further than any other 
would have ventured ; opposing the conse- 
quences which he foresaw to the responsibi- 
lity which he took upon himself; and aware 
that the safety of the state would justify him 
before the tribunal of subordination, he took 
his resolution accordingly, and obeyed and dis- 
obeyed at the same time: •— he ordered 
the horses to be unsaddled for half an 

* ^ hour. 
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hour, and then gave orders for their being 
saddled again 

This prefcautidn saved the army. ' In a few 
hours after, the enemy fell upon the right 
wing of the camp> which they found unpre- 
pared for making any defence, as the troops 
wete already asleep. A dreadful carnage en- 
sued , and the consequences would have been 
fatal, had it not been for the intervention of 
Zieten and his cavalry, who flew to the suc- 
cour of their comrades, and cheeked the pro- 
gress of the enemy. They fought with in- 
credible bravery > and afforded the Prussian 
battalions time to form in order of battle. 
The four regiments of Zieten, Czettritz,' Schon- 
eich, and Normann, performed prodigies of 
valour. They sustained the infantry, charged 
that of the enemy , seemed to fly , to multiply 
their numbers; and being seconded by a few 
battalions, were at length on the point of fijain- 
ing the victory. But the foggy weather, tlic 
confusion, the general alarm, all of wliich 
were favourable to the Austrians, prevented 

the 



I 
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the Prussians from duly recovering themselves 
and acting in qonpert^ 

It is not here the place to enter into the 
detail of this disastrous, yet glorious dgyj the 
leader will find ample information in the his- 
tory of the times; but vre thought it necessary 
to s^te the above anecdote , apd to shew Zie- 
ten expoising himself toi the apger of his sove- 
reign, rather than to expose his prince and 
his epuntry to ruin. If it w^s ftot in his 
power to lay the storm , he was at least able 
to mitigate its faryj and in acquitting hin^self 
of this duty as becam^e a good pa,triot^ he was 
enabled, amidst all the distresses and disasters 
of the day, to enjoy th^e satisfaction of having 
considerably diminished their number. 

Frederick, though vanquished* nevertheless 
made that fine retreat, which will never be 
forgotten, and which, unique in its kind, dis- 
plays the intrepidity of hia soul, and the force 
of his genius. Jle quitted the field of battle, 
which was heaped with thousands of slain, to 
^pitch his camp at a league distant from thence* 

where 
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where he assumed so formidable 'a posture, 
that the enemy, although in possession of all 
his artillery, durst not venture to attack him. 

After being joined by prince Henry, the 
king marched into Silesia, relieved Neisse and 
Cosel, which were closely besieged, advanced 
forty German miles in the space 'of tc^ or 
twelve days, returned to Saxony with the 
like rapidity; and after having forced marshal 
Daun to raise the seige of Dresden, comjflelled 
him to evacuate Leipsic and Torgaw, drove 
him into Bohemia,' chased the army of the 
circles into Franconia, and at the end of the 
campaign of 17581 remained in peaceable pos- 
session of Silesia, Saxony ^ the Oder and the 
Elbe, 

In all these operations, Zieten had proved 
of the utmost importance to him. In the 
first instance, after the surprise of Hochkir- 
chen, he covered the retreat, and effectually 
prevented the Austrian cavalry from annoying 
the army. When the king had gained Neisse, 
Zieten returned to the army of prince Hemry, 

then 
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then stationed among the mountains; and upon 
the movements made by Daun in order to in- 
vest Schweidnitz , he covered the march of 
the prince, and facilitated his junction with 
his brother. He preserved the communication 
with the fortress, and keptXaudop, Brentano, 
and Nauendorf in awe. Furthermore, when 
the king returned into Saxony, and the prince 
had followed him to Lauban in order to hold 
a conference with him, his majesty intrusted 
the comni^and in chief of the army to Zieten, 
who xio^v had Laudon to contend with. He 
-was so well enabled to check the motions of 
that general, that he kept him in a statQ of 
inactivity during the rest of the campaign. 
On the 1st of December, both parties entered 
into their respective winter- quarters, and Zie- 
ten betook himself to his former position a- 
mong the mountains. 

He was likewise charged to cover the chain 
of posts between Landshut, Schmiedeberg, and 
GreifFenberg, at the head of seven battalions 
and twenty squadrons;, and though he appre- 
hended no surprise on the part of the enemy, 

he 
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he was not the less vigilant, and attentive to 
their slightest motions, nor the more remiss in 
making his reports to the king. 

With these cares and toils, others of a dif- 
ferent nature were combined. His regiment 
was now to be recruited both with officers 
and private soldiers. 

The campaign of 1758 had made such havoc 
in that corps, that he was under the necessity 
of requesting the king's leave to make choice 
of such officers as he found in the several re- 
giments' of the army as were proper for the 
hussar - service. Of all his losses, the most ir- 
reparable one had been that of colonel de 
Seelen, the coimnandant of the corps. This 
brave officer being mortally wounded at the 
surprise of Hochkirchen, and left in that village 
on account of the impracticableness of carrying 
him away, was massacred the following evening 
by a party of Cravats. His courage and his 
humanity had gained him the esteem of the 
king, and the respect of the whole army. 



Zie- 
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Zieten^ without intending it, made him a 
suitable epitaph. We shall state the circum- 
stance in a few words. 

Before! the beginning of the seven years' 
war, the general had ornamented his dining- 
room at WustraU with the portraits of the 
principal officers of his regiment. That of M. 
de Seelen, was a remarkable good likeness. 
One day (a long while after the war) when 
one of the guests was looking attentively at 
the pic^re, Zieten observing him, exclai«tied, 
"The man you are contemplating there, was 
worth all of us put together,*" * "=3 

* • r . 

in effect, noble, modest, disinterested as he 
yvaSf he deserved that flattering eulogy. His 
various exploits, his innumerable expeditions, 
rendered him dear to Frederick, whose orders 
were generally couched in the form f)f in- 
quests, and who on more than one occasiob, 
had, in a moment of gratitude, promised to 
redress the wrongs of fortune,, and to enrich 

him; a favour, which Seelen as often acknow- 

• . . 1 

ledged to his majesty, 1irouI4 be of litUe avail, 

as 
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as whatever he . might thus receive , he should 
consider as h^lqnging as much to his friends 
as to himself. 

fA few moments before the fatal bullet reach- 
ed him, having seen lieutenant de Probst, * 
his friend and pupil, wounded at his side, he 
ordered ' him to. be carried behind the ranks. 
While the surgeon was employed in dressing 
the wound, a party of hussars passed by, bear- 
ing the colonel, wrapped , up in his cloke. 
./What an interview for the two friends! Seelen 
bade his pupil a last favewell, but refused his 
embraces, not only to spare the lieutenant's 
emotions^ but probably to prevent himself 
from . immediately sinking under the anguish 
ainsing from his WQund, Jie died as he had 
lived. The king relieved the pecuniary dis- 
tresses of his, widow and daughter, who were 
not only unprovided fpr, . but much encum- 
bered with debts* 

One 



Since that time, eommandant of the regiment. He ftU 
in the BaTariin Wiiir, in the year. 1778* 
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One of the coloners creditors behaved in 
the most noble manner to these unfortunate 
ladies. He had advanced M, de Seelen, not 
long before his death, the sum of six thousand 
dollars upon a house the latter had in Bierlin. 
Being informed that the house was shortly to 

be sold for the purpose of paying off the mort- 

... .J 

gage, he immediately called on Madame de 

> ,1* 

Seelen, and making her a present of the deed, 
declared it was far from his intention to dis- 
tress the family of a worthy man, who, had 
he lived, would certainly not failed to have 
paid him. This generous creditor was M. Ja- 
cob Moses, a wealthy Jew of the city of 
Berlin, who died a few years ago with the 
reputation of great probity, humanity, and 
talents. 

The colonel's son treads in the footsteps of 
his father. The king frequently exhorted him 
to follow the example, and at the same time, 
w^as pleased to renew his promise of taking 
care of Wm. He was first placed in the regi- 
ment of Zieten, from whence he was re- 
moved into the hussars of Anspach, with 

the 
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the rank of captain, in the reign of Fxederick 
William II. 

We have stated, that Zieten obtained leave 
from his majesty to recruit his shattered re- 
giment with such officers, belonging to other 
corps, as he should judge fit fo^ the service; 
and we shall insert their names , because se- 

veral of them have since succeeded- him as 

• * . • / . . 

generals. These were M. de Zettmar, M, de 
Hund, M. de Prittwitz, M. de Drossel, M. 
de Wolfrath, M. de Luck, JM. de Holzen, 
M. de Schladen, M. de Ledevary, and JV^ de 
Rumberg. 

At the same time, he retooved some of his 
veteran, captains Jnto regiments of easiet dis- 
cipline, advanced many young officers by way 
of encouragement, * raised several sergeants of 
merit to the rank of lieutenant, and ^obtained 
the royal approbation of aU tiiese useful pro- 
ceedings. ."''.' 

.We 



'» « IJ I t^-^^^^-^^^^^m^mm-m 



* Among Qtlieirs, M. 4e I^estocq, no>y general of a re- 
giment of hussars, and an oflicer of great professional 
talents. 



. \ t ■ , 
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We shall now insert some of the letters of 
the king and Zieten which were written at 
this period. 

Letter from the king. 

"My dear lieutenant-general de Zieten. 

I charge you by the present letter to write 
to me frequently in order to inform me of 
every thing that occurs in your quarters, and 
of the various motions ol the enemy. 

Dresden, December 15th, 1758-" 



(Postscript^ in the hiiigs own handj^ 
"Send me the names of such oiHcers as you 
think fit to fill up the vacancies in your re- 
giment. 

Frederick. " 



(Another postscript , at the bottom of u letter 
from the king%J 

"I intirely approve of the arrangement of the 
quarters you have pointed out^ 

Frederick." 

Letter 
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Letter from the king. 

"My dear lieutenant-general de Zieten. 

I charge and earnestly recommend to you 
to procure such spies as may speedily and ao 
curately inform you of whatever the enemy 
may be meditating and preparing against you. 
Spare no expense in this business, and particu- 
larly for .spies of consequence ,* should it be in 
your power to obtain any of such description. 
I shall not regret the money, and shall in- 
stantly reimburse you, 

Breslaw , Frederick." 

December 17th, i758« 

Letter from Zieten ^ without any date. 
In consequence of your majesty*s gracious 
commands,' I have just conferred the squadron^ 
vacant by the death of colonel de Seelen, on 
captain de Prittwitz. I wait your majesty** 
disposal of the hundred dollars accruing from 
the pay in the interval. I humbly propose 
the following division of the five hundred dol- 
lars winter - allowance for the chief of the 
squadron. I would give a moiety to the wi- 
dow , because she is straitened in her circum- 

BtanceSy 
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stances, and that her late husband's equi][)ments 
were taken at Hochkirchen; the other moiety, 
I would present to captain de Prittwitz. I ap- 
prize your majesty, that either party will be 
satisfied with such arrangement. 

In the regiment -chest, there remains the 
sum of seven hundred and thirty -six dollars, 
arising from the pay of those who died and 
were not immediately replaced by others; and 
I humbly propose, unless your majesty should 
decide otherwise, that this sum be granted to 
the regiment, to be divided among such of the 
oHicers as lost their equipments at Zorndorf 
and Hochkirchen; as well as among those 
w^ho are newly arrived , and have not the 
means of furnishing their own. I promise 
your majesty to make this division according 
to the strictest rules of equity, and I may 
venture to assure you of an increase of zeal 
and attachment on the part of such officers as 
shall participate this benefaction. '' 

We have every reason to believe that the 
king gave his consent to an arrangement equal- 
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ly prudent and equitable, and we have in- 
serted the letter merely to afford new proof 
of the upright and impartial character of Zie- 
ten. There are still extant a multitude of re- 
ports of this nature which the general made 
to the king during the months of January, Fe- 
bruary, March, and May, of the year 1759. 
They contain the military, historical, and po- 
litical ocurrences of the day; observations upon 
the prevailing sentiments of the Hungarian 
nation; various changes which happened in 
the Austrian army, together with some curious 
particulars relative to Vienna. These authentic 
and valuable reports are not only too bulky 
tQ find a place in these memoirs, but would 
be at the same time superfluous, as they con- 
tain matter which has since appeared in the 
history of the times, ai[id which is amply dis- 
cussed in the works of Frederick the Great, 
and in the Obserations of an Austrian Veteran. 

For the like reason, fourteen letters, written 
by the king to Zieten, are not inserted in 
these sheets. They are dated from Breslaw, 
in the months of January, February, and March, 

i759f 
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1759, and contain general and particular or- 
ders , directions relative to discipline, and de- 
tails with regard to the position and motioxis 
of the enemy. In five of these letters, the 
king expresses his approbation of Zieten*s con- 
duct. In one, written in the month of March, 
his majesty complains of the infrequency of 
his reports, and that the general had not ap- 
pri2xd him of the march of the Austrians. In 
the following letter, of the 5th, he informs 
Zieten that the rumour of the above-mentioned 
march had been unfounded^ and he likewise 
thanks him for a late report. Finally, in the 
last letter but one, dated the 15th, he desires 
him to repair to the head - quarters at Bohn- 
stock, to hold a conference with him^ 

In consequence of this, Zieten, at the be- 
ginning of the fourth, campaign, waited upon 
the king, who was likevrise attended by all 
the other generals, for the purpose of receiv- 
ing his majesty's orders. 

It is well known that the king, at the be- 

ginning of the year 1759, remained on the 

IL 1 1 defen- 
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defensive, without passing the mountains, that 
he was satisfied with covering Silesia and en- 
deavouring to dive into the intentions of the 
enemy, in order to counteract them with the 
more energy and -success. 

He at first divided his army into canton- 
ments in the environs of Schweidnitz. Mar- 
shal Daun distributed his in like manner in 
Bohemia, and his quarters extended from Trau- 
tenaw to Keichenberg. Zieten*s corps lay en- 
camped in the vicinity of the latter town. It 
consisted of eighteen battalions and nineteeii 
squadrons. His head -quarters were at Lands- 
hut, and the extremities of the encampment 
the eowns of LoWenberg and Greifenberg. 

The enemy made no attempts against the 
centre, but meditated a bold stroke upoa. Grei- 
fenberg with all the confidence of success, 
on account of the proximity of that town, and 
the advantages the ground afforded them. Co- 
lonel de Duringshofen was garrisoned in the 
above place with one battalion of grenadiers; 
and four squadrons of Zlieten's cavalry, under 

the 
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the command of major de Hand, were station* 
ed in the adjacent villages. In the night of 
the fisrd of march ^ the corps of general de 
Beck quitted its post at Zittaw. This «body 
-of men, which was six thousand strong, ad« 
ranced in three columns upon Greifenbeig. 
The Prussian commandant ^ duly apprized of 
their march by Zieten*s patrols, had time to 
send his baggage to Lowenberg, and to call 
the garrison of that place to his succour, as 
well as to occupy, in the mean while, the 
strong position of Klingenberg. In this place, 
he waited the arrival of the enemy. The in* 
tended surprise was now changed into an open 
attack: the Prussian grenadiers fought with 
the most determined bravery; till finding 
themselves surrounded by three hostile co- 
lumns, cut off from the post of Lowenberg, 
and their commanding officer mortally wound- 
ed , they were compelled to yield , and were 
made prisoners of war. 

After having imposed a contribution of two 
thousand florins upon the town of Greifen- 
berg, the Austrian general left it on the same 

* ^ evening 
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evenings and marched into Bohemia. This as- 
sault, which had been masked by a false at- 
tack dbng. the whole frontier, was attended 
with no further consequences;^ and though it 
does not directly relate to Zieten, we have 
nevertheless made mention of it, as a part 
of the corps he commanded was involved 
therein. 

I 

To prevent. such disasters in future, the king 
reinforced the posts of the mountains , altered 
their positions , stationed Zieten nearer to the 
frontiers , and having directed him to establish 
his head - quarters at Lowenberg Ke furnished 
him with a battery mounted with twelve 
pounders. His majesty covered his flank by 
a second corps , under the command of lieute- 
nant-general de Wedel. Thus the two gen- 
erals, placed as they were, had it in their 
power to afford each other mutual assistance 
as necessity should require; but their princi- 
pal object was to observe Laudon, to follow 
up his motions, to keep a strict look-out on 
all points, to vary their quarters, change their 
fronts, gain information by sending out recon- 
noitring 
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noitring parties, prepare foir attacks tad re- 
pulse skirmishes. In this painful service , Ziie- 
ten acquitted himself to the satisfaction of his 
sovereign* : 

• ■ » « ."> 

Whilst he remained thus on the defensive 

• - - » - . 

and was checking the prc^es$,of the enemy; 
and while stationed in the centre of the oper? 
ationsy the ^ng was fbUow^ng the. same pjan; 
prince Henry and general de Fatique (ihe.lprr 
mer, ii\ Bohemia, and the l^tler^in Moravia) 
•yvere proceediqg with great v^gou:?;: they gained 
magazines^ carried off ga^rrispns^, and took the 
Austrians'in their rear^ . Not satisfied with 
these advantages , the prin^cef. had entered Fran- 
conia, dispersed the troops; of the. circles, and 
after having deprived them^ of the well -stored 
magazines of Nuremherg^ had driven them 
upon Bohemia and Bavaria. . We mention 
these .exploits hecause Ziet^n always spoke : of 
them with admiration. It w^ soon after thi^f 
his lot to be a ijiearei^ observer oif the hero 
by whom they had been atchieved, as he was 
detached from the army o( the. k^ng to join 
that of the prince. 

At 
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At this period it was, that general de We- 
del was sent against the Russians. Zieten, 
who was his senior ofEcer, felt himself at first 
aggrieved on the occasion. Reflection, how- 
ever, soon came to his aid, and suggested the 
following consolation, which we shall give the 
reader in the general's own words, as commu- 
nicated hy hiiti to one of his most intimate 
friends. » '-The king prefers Wedel to me, and 
I forgive With' All my heart. • There are no 
laurels to be gathered in the service on which 
he is sent; and especially if he should take 
such and such positions^ In such other (which 
h^ pointed out) he may cope with the enemy, 
may even come oiF victorious, and, (added he 
with warmth,) should Wedel have sense 
enough to make ia proper choice, I should go 
half* distracted not to he in his place." Un- 
fortunately, the general adopted the position 
which Zieten had mentioned as extremely dan- 
gerous. He was beat at Kay, near Zullichaw, 
and the country became exposed to new dan- 
ger. The victorious Russians entered the mar- 
quisate of Brandenberg, in order to assist the 
Swedes who had penetrated therein on the 

side 
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side aF Fomerania, H the same time that the 
Austrians were menacing to join them by, the 
way of Silesia, and that the army of the 
cirdes were approacJ^iin^ the i^lbe and the 
Spree. 

Pressed on 9U sides ^. Frederick hastened 
with a part of his ajrniy, to the relief of We- 
del. lie gave his brother, whopi he had called 
into Silesia,, th? command of the rest of the 
troops J and in tlpds manner it was that Zieten 
was now to £ight i;i^nde^ the banners of prince 
Henry, • . 

These changes took place in the month of 
August. The battle of Frankfort soon aggra- 
vated the disasters of this campaign, and plung- 
ed the coiintry into the deepest distress. 
The great Frederick himself despaired for a 
moment of the salvation qi the. s^te. 

1 
The prince, his brother, not only did not 

despair; but was enabled, by his cahn intrepi- 
dity, the wisdom of h:is mea^sures, and his 
skilful fnanoeuvr^, to re-establish the equili- 
brium 
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briutn of Prussia, and to deserve the name of 
the Preserver of his Country. 

After this eulogy, thart of Zieten will be 
sufficiently expressed by adding, that he exact- 
ly co-operated with the prince in defeating 
the projects of the enemy, in opposing strata- 
gem to force, and able manoeuvres to superio- 
rity of numbers. 

The army which the king left pn quitting 
his brother, consisted, according to isome ac- 
counts, of twenty battalions; and according to 
others, of forty, together with seventy squa- 
drons* The prince was encamped at Schmol- 
seifen, on the borders of Lusatia, and Daun 
was stationed ov'er'^against him between Mark- 
lissa and Lauban* 

It was of the utmost importance to the 
prince to keep up a direct communication 
with the amiy^ which the king co6imanded 
in person against the Russians. On the one 
hand, it was necessary to hinder marshal Daun 
from penetrating into the electorate and plac- 
ing 
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itig the king between two fires; on the other, 
the Kiissians and the corps of Laudon were 
to be prevented from marching into Silesia 
and from falling upoii Glogaw, which was in- 
capable of making much resistance* 



The motions of the. marshal were; of an 
alarming and unequivocal nature. He was 
forming a conderable magazine at Guben in 
Lusatia for the Russians , towards whom he 
had made an advance, by haviftg inarched with 
the main body as far as Fribus« The rest of 
his troops being divided into numerous detach- 
ments were posted along the Neisse and the 
Queisse. 

As soon as the prince was informed of these 
movements, he. ordered Zieten to hang on the 
enemy*s flank and observe a parallel direction, 
and to re-establish the communication with the 
king who was now at Furstenwald. Zieten 
filed along the Queisse and the 'Sober, and 
advanced to Sagan. He reinforced himself, as 
he went on, with the corps posted on the 
frontiers , and at length found himself at the 

head 
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head of fifteen battalions and thirty s^oadrdm, 
which might be estimated together 9t ten 
thousand men. * 

He arrived on the i6th, at Bunzlaw, and 
on the 17th, at Ober-Leschen. He pitched his 
cdmp at the latter place, where he had the 

Sober 



* * yjVe siiall here add an exact list, for the better explana- 
lion of the plate subjoined to this volume. 

•Brigade of major " general de BuJow, 
1 'hattaliroh'of thfe grenadiers of de Billerbeck. 

1 ditto of de Nimschefiky^f^ 

2 ditto of de PeYeiring's, 
2 ditto of de Munchow*s. 

Major - general de iBraun. 
X battalion of de Reberd^ch^s. 

c ' » I 

2 ditto of de Linstadt's. 

Major « general de Sidouf. 
2 battalionf of Biuhswick*s the younger^. 
2 ditto, of de Stutterheim^s. 
2 ditto of prince Ferdinand*s» 

' ■ ' . 

Major-general de Bandemen, 

10 squadrons' of de Fasbld*s carbiniers. 

10 ditto of de Schniettaw''s. 

Major-general de Czettritz, 
5 squadrons of the dragoons of Czettritz, 
5 ditto of de GersdorPs hussara« 
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Bober before him , Trhile his flanks were co» 
vered^ by thick forests. 

* 

He remained wholly inactive till the a 7th, 
without being disturbed either by the marshal, 
who, as it has been observed, was camped 
at Pribus, or by general de Bedc, who had 
re -occupied Sagan. During this interval, he 
kept up a free communiqation with : the prin- 
ce's army and with the fortress of Glogaw* ^ 

Alarmed at this bold posture, Daun did not 
venture to attack him. Soon after, the prince 
followed him with the bulk of the army, and 
marched upon Sagan, after having left general 
de Fouque at Schmolseifen for the purpose of 
observing the rest of the Austrian troops in 
the camp of Lauban. 

On the 27th of August, the prince arrived 
at Bunzlaw. Zieten, on the same day, ad- 
vanced as far as Sprottaw, where the hussars 
of Gersdorf had a skirmish with a party of 
Beck's corps. That general evacuated Sagan on 
the same afternoon. The Prussian advance^ 

guard 
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guard entered the pidce the moment iii which 
the Austrians quitted it. The latter having 
had the precaution to hreak down the bridge, 
their loss 'consisted of a small number of pri- 
soners only* . 

Zieten arrived on the s8th at Sagan, and 
pitched his camp on the jGalgenberg, He 
threw a few battalions into the town,^ repaired 
the bridge, and stationed some advanced* posts 
on the other side of the river to check the 
progress of the enemy. The latter were now 
meditating a retreat. 

The prince followed at a small distance be- 
hind, and reached Qagan on the 5zgth, Zieten 
gave place to him, and arrived the same day 
a Soraw , where he^ seized upon a hiagazine, 
and made eighty -four hussars and three offi- 
cers prisoners of war. 

This slight advantage, however, did not 
render him insensible to the dangers that threat- 
ened him. He found himself surrounded by 
several hostile detachments, which the elevated 

situa- 



D E Z I E T E N. 173 

situation of his camp enabled him plainly to 
discern. He discovered the main army of 
Daun with several separate divisions , together 
i?vith the corps of general de Beck. The lat- 
ter in particular excited his attention. 

In the mean while ^ the motions of the 
prince and his arrival at Sagan had put an 
end to the projects and all the offensive mea- 
sures of marshal Daun, who not being able 
to gain Glogaw in due time, fell back from 
Triebel to Fribus, and from tlience, as far as 
Muska on the other side of the Neisse. He 
gave up his plan of opening a communication 
with the Russians and of supplying them with 
flour from Guben; he was even apprehensive 
for the safety of that magazine , and caused it 
to be transported over the Neisse to secure it 

from the danger with which it was threaten- 

» 

ed. The different corps of his army, includ- 
ing that of de Beck, at length received orders 
to retreat. 

Of these motions Zieten was informed by 
general de Czettritz, whom he had sent out 

on 
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on a reconnoitring party, and who having fal- 
len upon Daun*s advanced -guard at Triebel^ 
had returned with seventy -three prisoners. 

The Austrians flattered themselves that the 
Prussian general would fall into a dangerous 
state of security in his camp at Soraw; and 
though they were five times more numerous 
than their enemy, they suffered him to remain 
unmolested during the two last days of August 
and the first of September, the better to en- 
courage his supposed security. After this, they 
made a feigned retreat with a view of secret- 
ly taking a position favourable to their designs 
of intercepting and carrying off the corps of 
Zieten. Beck was instructed to march through 
the forest of Soraw and take a direction to the 
left, in order to occupy the Buschmuhle"^ and 
the defile which lay on the road to Sagan. 
Buckow was directed to turn Zieten*s right 
wing and take him in the rear. Daun, in 

. the 



* A water - mill on tke rivulet wliicli runs through 
S'oraw. 
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the mean time, intended to attack him in 
front 



The whole of the 1st of September wa^ 
taken up in preparations in the three several 
camps. Of this Zieten unfortunately was not 
apprized, as a strong patrol, that .had been 
sent out towards Maska in the night of the 
1st, either neglected their duty, or performed 
it in a yery imperfect manner. A quantity of 
provisions and baggage - waggons, moreover, 
arrived at the camp the same night, which 
encreased the general embarrasslnent;. and ac« 
cording to all appearances, Zieten and his tea 
thousand men could have no prospect of es- 
caping out of the hands of the enemy. 

Two fortunate circumstances, assisted by a 
bold manceuvre, at length extricated them 
from their dangerous situation. A patrol of 
two hundred hussars, sent out from the prin- 
ce's army, discovered accidentally the ad« 
vanced - guard of genert^ de Beck ih full 
march, in the evening of the ist. They made 
their report to Zieten, and confirmed the truth 

of 
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of it by producing thirty prisoners^ whom 
they had just taken. A second lucky incident 
was the arrival of the free battalion of Sal'em* 
non, which the prince had detached on the 
presumption that it would not prove an un* 
welcome reinforcement. This battalion ar- 
rived in the defile of the Buschmiihle at the 
moment in which Beck was beginning to oc- 
cupy that post. He thought himself discover* 
ed, and taking the battalion and the hussars 
for the advanced -guard of a corps which the 
prince had sent to the relief of Zieten, he re- 
turned to the forest without having taken pos- 
session of the defile. 

The night passed undisturbed away. At 
daybreak, the vedettes gave notice that they 
perceived a cloud of dust arise in the envi- 
rons, and distinctly heard the marching of an 
army. The advanced -guard confirmed their 
report. General de Czettritz then put himself 
at the head of two hundred horse, and was 
soon able to discover plainly the columna that 
were advancing upon him. 

Misled 
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Misled by the report of the officer who 
had commanded the patrol the preceding night, 
Zieten could hardly conceive these columns to 
be part of marshal £)aun*s troops; and great 
was his surprise, when after having ladvanced 
to make his own observations, h% discovered 
the Austrian army full before him. Fifty 
thousand men were in full march upon him; 
if they had been able to occupy the heights 
which commanded his present position, his 
little army would have been lost. To retreat 
was all he had now to do; but to effect this 
in good order was an enterprise of no small 
difficulty. Zieten, however, was equal to the 
task. He ordered the retreat, and it was im* 
mediately executed in a manner more like a 
military evolution in time of peace than an 
ope]:ation of real service. The camp was broke 
up; the baggage preceded the march, under 
the escort of the regiment of Rebentisch. The 
main body begah to move, preceded by the 
heavy cavalry and artillery. They passed the 
bridge and defile of the Buschmiihle without 
meeting with any obstruction. The infantry 
followed, the advanced - guard, which was 

I[. 12 com- 
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composed of the battalions of Lindstadt^ Nim- 
schefskiy Fiverling, Salemnon, the dragoons of 
Czettritz , and the hussars of Gersdorf. The 
whole corps vanished from the sight of the 
Astonished Austrians. Their infantry was un- 
able to overtake that of Zieten; their cavaky 
was checked by the bravery of Czettritz's dra- 
goons; while the corps of Beck, which en- 
'deavoured to harass the march near the Busch- 
miihle , and in the environs of Mansdorf , was 
repulsed with loss by Salemnon's battalion and 
those of the rear- guard , each of which had 
fbrmed into a square. The enemy thus frus- 
trated in all their attempts, nevertheless could 
not withhold their admiration from, nor suppress 
their applause at, this splendid and extraordin-^ 
ary retreat. 

To the praise due to the whole corps, a 
troop of Czettritz's dragoons is in a particular 
manner entitled. It consisted of a hundred 
men who were stationed, with captain de 
Beauvre at their head, in the advanced -guard 
for the purpose of defending the defile of the 
Buschmiihle till the army had passed throogh 

it; 
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it; and they acquitted themselves with such 
successful bravery , that the post remained un- 
forced. The battalion of Salemnon, which 
covered the bridge, behaved with: like intre- 
pidity, repulsed the corps of Beck upon every 
attack, and lost no more than fifteen men. 
The loss which Czettritz's dragoons suffered 
was still less considerable. They joined the 
battalion when the main . body of the army 
had gained the forest and plain of Sagan, and 
arrived there "without any accident. The ene- 
my took one prisoner only; but it was a pri- 
soner of distinction. Captain de Beauvre, the. 
officer who had fought so gallantly, had the 
misfortune to have his horse shot under him, 
towards the end of the engagement. Jle was 
stationed in the rear of the retteat: his troops 
did not at first see him fall; he was instantly 
taken by a party of Austrian cavalry, and thus 
purchased with his liberty the glory he had 
so recently acquired. 

Marshal Daun was at no great distance from 
the spot. The Prussian officer was presented 
to him, and the g^neraPs character appeared iti 

*♦ a 
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a very advantageous point of view on this oc- 
casion. A liberal enemy and an impartial 
judge of merit, he lanched forth in the com* 
mendation of tl^e captain's bravery and Zieten's 
retreat; an encomium the more flattering and 
sincere I as he had imagined it utterly impos- 
sible for the Prussians to have escaped from 
him* 

He was unable to conceive how Zieten, 
without having been apprized in time of the 
enemy's approach , had remained quiet in his 
camp till the very last moment. To explain 
this matter, M. de Beauvre was under the 
necessity of informing the marshal of the neg- 
ligence of .the ofEcer who had commanded 
the patrol; and this additional circumstance 
tended to increase the esteem which that com- 
mander felt for Zieten, and the high idea he 
entertained of his capacity and courage. 

Scarcely had Zieten arrived at the prince's 
camp, when general de Czettritz received a 
note from M. de Beauvre, in which the latter 
informed him of his captivity, the manner in 

which 
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Tirhich he had been receired by the marshal 
and several other generals , whose names he 
mentioned, and requested him to send his 
equipment. This note and the names it con- 
tained convinced the prince and Zieten, that 
the latter had the whole Austrian . army to 
cope with. 

On the 3rd of September, the marshal oc« 
capied the post of Soraw, and his army ex- 
tended through Lower- Lusatia, 

The king , in the mean time , had advanced 
towards Saxony. His camp lay at Waldo w, 
and the Russians were posted at Lieberose, 
The army of the circles had besieged and 
taken Dresden. The eon^munication between 
the king and the marquisate. of Brandenburg 
was kept open by five of Zieten's squadrons 
and the free battalion of Hordt. His ma)es- 
ty^s communication with the prince had been 
interrupted by the position marshal Daun had 
taken; and to re « establish it, was a very es* 
sential point. 



For 
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For this purpose the prince left Sagan, fell 
back upon Silesia,, made a, sudden entrance in- 
to Upper -Lusatia, and having defeated several 
corps of observation, took the marshal in his 
rear, and drew all his attention to that quar* 
ter. In this fortunate expedition, the parti- 
culars of which we shall not enter upon, the 
exploits of Zieten were of the most brilliant 
natures He continually cleared the route of 
the prince, took possession (on the 8th of 
September) of the garrison and magazines of 
Friedland, made himself master of a convoy 
of a hundred and fifty waggons, in the neigh-, 
bourhood of Zittaw, occupied Gcirlitz (on the 
lath), retook Friedland (on the 36th), drew 
marshal Daun into Upper-Lusatia, and obliged 
him to abandon his plan of forming a junction 
with the Russians. 

The prince had now attained the end he 
had in view. The communication had been 
re-established on the 12th of September. The 
marshal had withdrawn to Bauzen : the Rus- 
sians, after having in vain expected him to 
strike a decisive blow, had marched towards 

Silesia 
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Silesia through Gaben,* and appeared to have 
intentions to lay siege to Glogaw. 



During all this time, Frederick had left the 
prince to act according to his- owti judgment. 
Satisfied i^ith having saved the city of Berlin 
(which had been threatened by the Russians 
and the Swedes at the same instant), and with 
having detached some divisions into Saxony to 
check the army of the circles, he waited tiU 
Lower -Lusatia was clear, in order to traverse 
it; and having gained a march upon the Rus- 
sians and arrived before them at Sagan, he at 
length joined his brother there. 



Reinforced with a few battalions , with 
which the prince accommodated him, the king 
was able to cope Vith the Russians, as well 
as to prevent their undertaking any thing a- 
gainst Silesia, and after driving them from the 
banks of the Oder, he forced them' to take up 
their winter -quarters in the above province. 
Vanquished as he had been in the plains of 
Frankfort, he now caused his defeat to be 

doubt- 
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doubted of, by thus chasing his conquerors in 
triumph before him. 

While the king ivas approaching Sagan, 
prince Ilenry was preparing a feint march in 
Silesia. He ordered the bridges and high- 
ways to be repaired, and sent forward his 
baggage. His real plan was to return to Sax* 
ony, and to draw the Austrians after him, 
while the king was ridding himself of the 
Russians. 

The project was attended with success. 
Marshal Daun was a second time deceived. 
While a few baggage -waggons, for the sake 
of appearance, repassed the Neisse in order to 
rejoin the army by a circuitous way, the corps 
of Zieten received orders to march upfbn Gor* 
litz, where the prince himself arrived in an- 
other direction* . Thus united, the army mo- 
ved on the <23rd in two columns towards 
Saxony, and marched upon Torgaw. Zieten 
commanded the van -guard. The marshal, 
apprehensive of the danger with which Dres- 
den was threatened, followed the prince close- 
ly, and thus favoured the principal object of 

his 
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his motions. Silesia was thereby delivered of 
its troublesome neighbour, and the king was 
at liberty to direct his whole force against the 
Kussians. 

Notwithstanding the checks which the Prus- 
sian arms had still to undergo in Saxony, the 
prince was able to sustain himself both against 
the Austrians ^nd the forces of the German 
circles; and the issue of the campaign, in 
which Zieten gave new proofs of his in- 
defatigable activity, was, upon the whole, 
glorious, 

On the march from Gorlitz to Torgaw, Zie- 
ten had the satisfaction of seeing his regiment 
united, which during the whole campaign had 
been parceled out into different divisions. In 
the month of February , five hundred ^ of his 
hussars, under the command of major de Zett- 
mar, had been sent into Poland for the pur- 
pose of destroying the Russian magazines upon 
the Warthe. This corps * remained in Silesia, 

in 

* Under the command of major de Reizenstein y M. de ZetC- 
mar haying been named commandant of the regiment. 
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in the environs of Glogaw, till late in the 
spring. From thence having joined the army 
of count de Dohna, * it covered its retreat 
after the unfortunate battle of Kay. At length, 
in the battle of Frankfort or Kundersdorf, still 
more renowned and unfortunate, the detach- 
ment accoi^ipanied the king and sustained his 
right, when that prince, averse to give up 
the victory which he had so nearly gained, 
threw himself, at the head of a small party 
of infantry, into the thickest of the fray. His 
horse was killed under him , and his 
aide-de-camp, de Gotz, immediately presented 
him with" that on which he himself was 
mountied. At the same instant, Laudon's ca- 
valry advanced upon him, and the king's peril 
was the more imminent as his majesty was 
determined riot to retreat. In this critical 
monierit, the hussars of Zieten rushed betwieen 
the king and the enemy. They were at once 
stimulated by patriotism, honour, and ven- 
geance; and falling with fury upon the Aus- 
trian troopers, they checked, and drove them 

from 



* Commanded by general de Wedel. 



D E Z I E T K N. 187 

from the regiment 'of Diericke, at the head 
oi -vv^hich the king had just put himself , and 
fought as they retreated with him. lieuten* 
ant de Yelten highly distinguished himself on 
this occasion , by repulsing a faroop of horse - 
grenadiers vrho had already surrounded the 
king and were on the point of taking him 
prisoner. Captain de Prittwitz * had the ad- 
dress to lay hold of his majesty, to bear 
him out of the fray, and conduct him through 
the defile of the mill as far as the bridge of 
Guritz, at which place the main body of the 
army had already rallied. 

These hussars J^ave ever since been called 
the preservers of Frederick, the preservers of 
their country. The merit of this service ex^ 
tended to their general, who on his part was 
fond of cherishing the remembrance oixhis glo- 
rious eve^it. 

- » 

The 

■ ■■*■■■■■ ■ ■> I ■■■ 

• •* 

• > ' I ^ - ' ^^ 

* Since that time, general of cavalry and chief of the re- 
giment of gendarmes. ^*The king would have beea taken 
by the Austrians, had not M. d^ Priuwitz attacked them 
with a hund|ed hussars , and gave him time to pass ih6 
defile/V ''Seven Years* War." 



\ 
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The campaign had not decided the fate of 
Prussia y nor did the winter procure the array 
the repose of which it stood in such urgent 
need. Obliged to draw his provisions from 
'Saxony, and not being able to recover the 
Elbe, from the enemy after the unfortunate 
alFairs of Maxen and Meissen , the king satis* 
fied himself with confining the marshal to 
the narrow space that lies between Dresden 
and t^e valley of Flauen, by establishing his 
own cantonments from Dippoltzwalde within 
the Mulda, to Freiberg, WiUsdorf, and the 
environs of Meissen. In this manner he pro- 
tected the mai^quisate and the city of Berlin, 
while the corps of Fouque/ stationed inUpper* 
liUsatia, covered the lower marquisate and 
Silesia. 

Zieten commanded the ad vanced • guard. He 
encamped round Kesselsdorf and the villages 
extending to the valley of Plauen, in the face 
of an intrenched enemy who had every ad- 
vantage of ground in their favour. The king 
had ordered him to cover the cantonments of 
the rest of the army, and he had eight bat- 
talions. 
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talionSy a division of chasseurs, and forty-eight 
squadrons of hussars under his orders for this 
service; his head- quarters he fixed at Kessels- 
dorf. Here, surrounded by his troops who 
v^ere encamped on the snow, he had to contend 
at the same time with the enemy and the in- 
clemency of the season; with the various dis- 
eases incident to armies, and with a scarcity 
of provisions. Several battalions were obliged 
to be daily upon duty; and during the night, 
the dragoons and hussars kept their horses 
saddled, while numerous patrols were sent 
out in all directions to watch the motions of 
the enemy and secure the safety of the camp. 
From the instructions given by Zieten to his 
principal officers, which are still extant, it 
appears, that on account of the magilitude 
and proximity of the danger, he considered it 
necessary to redouble his vigilance and severi- 
ty. Yet, under the pressure of this new kind of 
service, the troops stood in need of occasional 
indulgencies , and their general thought fit to 
allow them to burn the paling, the stables 
the bams, and even the very houses, of the 
villages between Wiilsdorf and Kesselsdorf; 

and 
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and whilst the camp was laying the country- 
waste in order to procure the means of sub- 
sistence, Zieten's sole consolation arose from 
the consideration of the efficacy of his niea« 
sures » and the continual immobility ' of the 
enemy. 

To the care of observing the enemy, was ad- 
ded another which Zieten partook in common 
with the king and the whole army; which 
was that of recruiting his regiment. The re- 
sources of Prussia seemed to be wholly drain- 
ed, while those of the enemy were in- 
exhaustible. On this circumstance the hopes 
of Austria were founded, and she remained 
obstinately averse to all pacific measures. She 
was not, however, sensible of the resources 
to be derived from the genius of Frederick; 
who, in effect, was soon after enabled to 
create an army of sixty thousand men. 

Frederick, indeed, seemed conscious that 
every difficulty would give way to the e£Ebrts 
of his own will. He knew his generals; and 
the orders he gave them to complete their 

. respec- 
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respective regiments, was the magic wand with 
Trhich he created this new accession of force. 
Zieten received the following letter from him, 
dated Freiberg, February gth, 1760. 

••- - - • - Exclusive of your hussars who 
are prisoners of war, you will put your re- 
giment upon the complete footing of fifteen 
hundred horse. As to those prisoners, you 
are sensible they cannot be taken into the ac- 
count. They are liable to death, to enter in- 
to the service of the enemy , or to make their 
escape; men thus circumstanced are never in- 
tirely changed. '^ 

Zieten was much embarrassed by the task 
^f completing his corps. He, at length, suc- 
ceeded: the very name the regiment bore, 
contributed considerably to his success, and in 
the spring it was not difficient }n a single 
man. 

The following letter from the king serves 
to manifest the obligations that prince lay un- 
der to him. 

"My 
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*'My dear lieutenant-general de Zieten. 

I hereby inform you, that instead of the 
stipulated allowance for winter - quarters , I 
have assigned you fifteen hundred dollars, 
which you will receive from the military 
chest. I sincerely wish that circumstances 
permitted me to express my satisfaction in a 
more efHcacious manner. I acknowledge, as 
I ought, your many and indefatigable services. 
Be assured I shall i^ever forget them, and 
that on every occasion I shall be happy to 
shew you, how much I am your affectionate 
king, 

Freiberg, April 17th, 1760. Frederick/* 

We now toome to the year 1760, the fifth 
campaign of this long and interminable war. 
After some short differences, Austria and Rus- 
sia, being again united, conspired against Prus- 
sia, which they flattered themselves they should 
be able to crush by their joint -preponderance, 
and they now began to raise up storms against 
Frederick the Great. To quell these storms, 
he had marched early in the spring into Sile- 
sia; from thence he had returned to Saxony, 

and 
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and laid siege to Dresden. He had likewise 
sent prince Henry to the frontiers of Poland 
to oppose the progress of the Russi^s. 

During the -whole of this campaign, Zieten 
did not quit the king*s army ^( whose, cavalry 
in the right wing he had under his command) 
except on marches, in which he was always 
stationed in the van or the rear, as circum* 
stances requited* Such was the reputation he 
had gained, that the enemy were become fear« 
ful of attacking him; ar least, with equal 
force* They could boast of success but twice; — 
the first time, owing to the fault of the king: 
the second, to their superiority of numbers* 

On the 7th of July, the king headed a 
strong reconnoitring * party between Nieder* 
Gutke and Goda, neat Dresden, against the 
corps Under the command of Lascyk Zieten 
commanded the detachment which acted as an 
escort/ He had taken three hundred prison^i's, 
and having fulfilled the object of th^ e^p^ditioti, 
he solicited the king*s leave to Withdraw his 
troops« He had a conference with his majesty 

It iS tit 
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at three leagues distant from the camp: the 
columns of Lascy began to advance and the 
danger, to which the Prussians were now ex- 
posed, was every moment increasing. Fre- 
derick was determined to wait for the gre- 
nadiers who were coming on at some distance 
behind: they arrived, but they came too late. 
The numerous cavalry of Lascy overthrew 
that of Zieteii, which retreated as far as Wel- 
ke upon the grenadiers. The enemy did not 
venture to pursue them any further; but two 
hundred brave men had already fallen in the 
encotinter. 'the next day , the Prussians re- 
sumed tlietr inarch in order to pass the Elbe, 
and lay siege to Dresden, 

About the same tjme, a detachment of Zie^ 
ten's hussars, being attacked and taken in their 
rear at Kalkowitz upon the Spree by those 
of Lascy, lost two officers, three petty officers 
and eighty-four private soldiers. They perish- 
ed, but with the glory of having yielded to 
numbers only. 

One evil now began to follow another in 
rapid succession, and the situation of the king 

g;rew 
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grew extremely critical. Glatz had surrendered; 
Laudon was besieging Breslaw at the head of 
an army of thirty thousand men. The spirit- 
ed resistance made by general de Tauenzien, 
who with three thousand invalids guarded 
nineteen thousand prisoners and defended the 
place, gave prince Henry time to arrive, and to 
save Silesia for a second time. 

Eighty thousand Russians were now in mo- 
tion. They approached Glogaw to assist the 
operations of the Austrians, and their junction 
seemed to be inevitable. The king had no 
other part to act but that of raising the fruit- 
less siege of Dresden and hastening from the 
heart of Saxony to 6heck them. For this pur- 
pose, he marched at the head of thirty thou- 
sand men. Ninety thousand Aastrians pressed 
him closely. To the united army of Daun 
and Laudon, he opposed Zieten. The march 
from the banks of the Elbe to the town of 
Lignitz was one of the most painful and most 
perilous that had been undertaken during all 
the war; and the whole army bore testimony, 
that the skill and bravery which Zieten^ dis- 

* * played 
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played in the van -guard, furthered the opera- 
tions of the rest of the corps, and screened 
thena from impending destruction. 

The king, encamped at Lignitz, at a great 
distaince from his magazines, confined to a 
small and inconvehient spot of ground, had 
chosen that position for the purpose of strik- 
ing a decisive blow, which alone could save 
him. He was undqir the necessity of giving 
battle; and it was equally necessary to gain 
the victory. The battle was fought; and the 
whole army imputed the first success, that at- 
tended it, to major de Hund of the regiment 
of Zieten, who had the good fortune to dis- 
cover in time the enemy in full march. 

On one side were the Austrians, on the 
other, the Russians. The intention of the 
former was to surprise, surround, and defeat 
the king. Of the latter, the plan was to ob- 
struct the road to Glogaw, and cut off his 
retireat. 

The king knew not that the Russians were 
in the neighbourhood, and when lieutenant 

de 
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de Wolfrath , * of Zieten*s regiment , Informed 
his majesty of this on his return from a pat- 
rol, he gave no credit to it. He nevertheless 
broke up his camp in the night of the i4.th, 
passed the Schwarzbach in that of the 15th, 
and after ordering his troops to repose till 
morning y he prepared to gain the Oder. 



While the army thus lay at rest, m^jor de 
Hund with lieutenant de Wolfrath were recon- 
noitring the country, and their surprise was ex- 
treme, when, at daybreak, they discovered from 
the heights of Binowitz the columns of Laudon 
advancing to occupy that place, as vrell as a 
body of cavalry at Panten. Every moment 
was precious: they flew to apprize the king, 
and had the good fortune to find him, to- 
gether with the margrave Charles and Zieten^ 
in a small wood^ round a fire, and fallen 
asleep. 

With- 



* Since that time, lieutenant -general. He died bat a Uir 
years ago. 
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Without waiting for the king's orders, Zie- 
ten put himself at the head of the prince of 
Prussia's regiment of cuirassiers which had not 
unsaddled. He repulsed the flankers, fell upon 
the infantry which followed them, and threw 
it into disorder. He learnt from some pri- 
soners, that the latter was a corps of five hun- 
dred grenadier-volunteers of Laudon s regiment, 
which had been detached to make a bold 
stroke. The king availed himself of his corps 
of reserve in order to impede the attack, and 
at the same time made that admirable dispo- 
sition which history has celebrated and suc- 
cess crowned. Attacked at once by Daun and 
Laudon, he threw himself between them, and 
separated them; his left wing beat Laudon, 
while his right, under the command of Zie- 
ten and Wedel, kept Daun and Lascy in awe, 
and prevented their advancement. 

Had Zieten*s orders been strictly observed, 
the batteries would not have played but on 
the near approach of the Austrians. They be- 
gan their fire too soon, and the balls at first 
fell much short of the enemy. 

The 
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The battle began before sunrise, and at five 
o'clock, victory declared in favour of the Prus- 
sians. Never was victory more decided than 
this; nor ^vas ever conqueror more suddenly 
transported from the abyss of danger to the 
heights of glory. Deploring the calamities of 
war, * and the necessity he was under of pro- 
longing them, he ordered discharges of ordi- 
nance and small shot to be made in honour of 
his gallant soldiers whose bodies bestrewed the 
ground, as well as to celebrate the successes 
of the day. Eighty -six officers, six thousand 
private soldiers, two pieces of> cannon, and 
twenty- three colours and standards, were so 
many trophies of Prussian valour. The loss 
of Laudon amounted to ten thousand men; 
that* of the Prussians, to six hundred killed, 
and double that number wounded, 

Frederick and Zieten had passed the night 
together beside a watch -fire. Uncertain of 

the 



• "When will my calamities have an end?** exclaimed 
the king on the ileld af battle. 
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the hazards they were going to incur, they 
had suddenly separated at the alarm given by 
major de Hund. The one and the other had 
fought for glory and their country, and they 
met again on the field of battle, crowned 
with victory. Zieten congratulated the king; 
the king embraced Zieten, and advanced him 
to the rank of general of cavalry. 

If the king owed this victory to the keen- 
ness of his military glance, and the extent of 
his genius which was ever able to avail itself of 
the moinent , of the ground , and of the faults 
of the enemy ; he was not the less indebted 
to the skilfulness of his officers and the bra- 
very of his troops. Lieutenant - colonel de 
Mcillendorf , the same who had so splendidly 
contributed to the victory of Leuthsn, sup- 
ported by major de Rhodich, * prevented a 
whole column from quitting the village of 
Fanten, from whence it was even obliged to 

retreat 



* This ofEcer died a lieutenant-general, and head of the 
war - depanmeni* 
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retreat. The regiments of Wedel, Forcade, 
Saldern, the guards, and especially that of 
prince Ferdinand, acquired much glory. The 
latter regiment suffered prodigiously 2 when 
the battle was over, the king was pleased to 
decorate the few surviving officers with the 
order of military merit, and to assure them, 
that he should never forget their services. 

Zieten had the greatest regard for this re- 
giment; he distinguished it in the infantry, as 
he always distinguished the cuirassiers of the 
prince or Prussia (now Schleinitz) in the ca- 
valry, — a corps which had proved of great 
use to him^ in dispersing Laudon's volunteers 
at the beginning of the battle. 

The victory of Lignitz had gained the king 
time, and weakened one of his enemies. It 
was now his business to rid himself of the 
other. General de Czemitscheif, who com- 
manded the Russians, had advanced as far as 
Lissa: it was necessary to force him to repass 
the Oder. The army was in want of provi- 
sions, and they could only be procured from 

Glo- 
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f 
Glogaw. Prince Henry was at Breslaw, and 

Daun before Schweidnitzj it ivas necessary to 
join the one, and to turn the other. In all 
these fortunate operations, Zieten rendered the 
army the most important services. Ever open- 
ing or closing the march; always skirted, but 
never broke in upon, by Lascy; he was ne- 
vertheless able to take a considerable number' 
of prisoners from Saint -Ignon and Nauendorf. 

Frederick was enabled to drive the etiemy 
out of Silesia, and to put Schweidnitz into a 
state of defence. This, however, vras but 
one of the great tasks he had imposed upon 
himself: after so many painful marches and 
counter - marches, he undertook that which 
had the re-establishment of his affairs in Bran- 
denburg for its object. The Russians and Aus- 
trians had already taken possession of his ca* 
pital; the circles were masters of the principal 
towns of Saxony, and, among the rest, of Torgaw, 
and his Magazines. His majesty detached a 
division to deliver Berlin, and .conducted his 
army in person to Torgaw, which it was in- 
cumbent upon him not to leave in the power 

of 
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of the enemy. Daun continually hung upon 
his rear: being in possession of Dresden, Tor- 
gaw, both the banks of the Elbe, and the 
whole of Saxony; he was enabled to cut off 
all his provisions and communications. The 
king's' position was extremely precarious: he 
found himself, on the approach of winter, 
without magazines, without fortresses; having 
no other footing in Saxony than the narrow 
spot he occupied, and apprehensive of being 
insulated from Berlin. The Russians on the 
banks of the Oder, and the Warthe, threaten- 
ed to establish their winter -^quarters in the 
marquisate of Brandenburg. Jt was necessary 
to recover Torgaw at any rate, to regain the 
Elbe, to impede the junction of the Austrians 
with the Russians, and to deliver the marqui- 
sate from danger. 

Marshal Daun was fully convinced of the 
importance of Torgaw. The king endeavoured 
by various marches and manoeuvres to draw 
him towards Dresden; he remained, however, 
immovable in his camp. The situation of the 
Prussians grew every day more critical and 

alarm- 



s 
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alarming. Encamped at Duben, ^ and re- 
duced to the sole magazine of that town, 
which could not afford a supply for more than 
four weeks, they were sensible of the neces- 
sity of either conquering or dying. In this 
perplexity, the king reinforced himself with 
the corps with which Zieten was occupying 
Wittenberg, broke up his camp, and crossed 
the Elbe at Dessau, before the enemy, who 
were expecting this passage upon three other 
points, were able to take any measures to im- 
pede it. After being further reinforced by 
the corps of the prince of Wirtemberg and 
general de Hulsen, who had just driven the 
Russians out of Berlin, and the army of the 
circles out of Saxony, he concentrated his 
forces; and impelled by all the courage of 
despair, he made ready for striking an impor- 
tant and decisive blow. 

Frederick risked much , W , in fact , he had 
every thing to risk. His great soul, for the 

first 

* Towards the end of Oetober. 
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first time 9 now gave way to melancholy pre- 
sentiments. He hesitated , for the. first time, 
on the part he had to act. Undetermined 
whether he should run this desperate risk, he 
held a conference with his generals in Zieten's 
presence. Depressed by apprehension rather 
than encouraged by hope, he imparted his 
doubts and surmises , and in this manner im- 
pressed them with the like sentiments. How, 
indeed, should they have ventured to recom- 
mend what his own courage had not already 
suggested, or take upon themselves a respon- 
sibility which he seemed inclined to charge 
them with in case of ill success. They kept 
profound silence; Zieten alone thought proper 
to break it. "Every thing is possible, sire;** 
said he. "It is bur busine^ss to triumph over 
difficulties.** These few words decided the 
king, and the battle was instantly resolved 
upon. 

His majesty decamping on the 2nd of No- 
vember, marched to Schilde, established his 
head - quarters at Lang-Keichenbach, and after 
being informed of the position of marshal 

Daun 
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Daun upon the heights of Siptitz, he coinma- 
nicated to the generals of the left wing the 
disposition of the attack which was intended 
for the next day. 'With regard to the right 
wing, under the command of Zieten, the or- 
ders he gave that general were of a secret 
nature. 

On the day of the battle (the 3rd of No- 
vember) at half past six in the morning , the 
an;ny began to march in four columns. Zie- 
ten*s hussars preceded the first , which the 
king commanded in person. At ten o^clock, 
the corps of Zieten separated from the left 
wing at the moment in which Saldern*s bri- 
gade had gained the causeway that leads from 
Leipsic to Torgaw. 

The forces of Zieten consisted of four bri- 
gades, viz. Those of Saldern, Zeunert, Tetten- 
born, and Grumbkow. 

His cavalry, commanded by the duke of 
Wirtemberg, comprised three squadrons of life- 
guards ; five of gendarmes ; three of life-car- 
bineers ; 
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bineers; five of the cuirassiers of the prince of 
Prussia; the regiment of Czettritz' dragoons; 
that of No]|;'mann*s; and that of Krockow's. 

Colonel de Kleist commanded the light 
troops y consisting of the regiment of Kleist's 
dragoons, that of I^leist's hussars, and one free 
battalion of Salemnon. 

The king^s intention was, that while Zieten 
should attack the enemy in front, he himself 
should fall upon their rear, and gain the cen* 
tre of the heights of Siptitz at the moment of 
the arrival of his general there, and carry that 
position by storm* Zieten, in consequence of 
this, after having quitted the Leipsic cause- 
w^ay, was directed to advance along the road 
called the Butterstrasse, while the king should 
take the left direction, and file through the 
forest of Domitz in order to turn the enemy. 
Zieten had a march of two hours shorter than 
the king's to execute. To combine the two 
attacks, it was settled that he should remain 
concealed in the wood till the report of the 
cannon and small shot should summons him 
to advance, and begin the action. 

Such 
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Such was the plan of attack. That of the de- 
fence which Daun had determined upon, was not 
less formidable. His right wing was stationed 
among the vineyards behind the village of 
Siptitz, and was covered by the forest of Do- 
miiz and several extensive mounds. His left 
wing reached as far as Zinna. Opposite that 
wing and the centre, lay the Rohrgrahen, a 
brook which takes it rise above Siptitz, tra- 
verses the village and several pools, and falls 
into the lak^ of Torgaw. The corps of Lascy 
was posted near.Coswigj the reserve at Gross- 
wig; two detachments at Weidenhayn and Vo- 
gelgang; and several flying -posts in the forest 
of Domitz and on the high-road to Leipsic* 

The king and Zieten advanced tfith their 
respective corps* The progress of the latter 
was ^ slow on account of several obstacles he 
met with on the road which was besides, much 
damaged by the late rains ^ and bordered hj 
hedges and ditches which admitted but of few 
outlets* At the entrance of Klitsch wood^ the 
columns of the infantry received orders to halt 
till Kleist with his van -guards had repulsed a 

body 
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bod,y oF light troops \yhich infested that quar* 
ten . This operation took up an hour; after 
-which y the cavalry continued to march along 
the causeway y and the infantry along the But* 
terstrasse for the purpose of gaining the heights 
of Siptitz. 

The cavalry under the command of Zieten 
met a detachment of Lascy's corps which had 

taken post at the * Rothe-Fuhrt on the Leip- 

* 

sic road, and which seemed determined to 
dispute the passage with two pieces of or- 
dinance. A free battalion made ready to attack 
this detachment y when the enemy suddenly 
retreated y and left their cannon behind them. 
A mound which they had thrown up was 
now to be levelled, and the bridge of the 
Rothe-Fiihrt to be repaired^ which operations 
created further delay. Zieten , in the mean 
while, traversing the wood with his escort, in 
order to reconnoitre the enemy, discovered 

Hias- 



A ferry. 
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Lascy's division, whose left wing, composed 
of cavalry, had passed the Rcihrgraben, and 
extended as far as the ponds above Torgaw. 
The right wing, consisting of infantry, touched 
Daun*s left. These two wings formed together 
an obtuse angle which the Rcihrgraben cover- 
ed in its whole extent. At the right of Lascy's 
corps, was the take of Torgaw, a chain of 
small ponds y and a battery. . 

? Scarcely had Zieten left the wood,* when 
the first ball that came from the battery kil- 
led one of his suite: the youngest of his com- 
rades, who had never before been in an actioOi 
rode up to Zieten, and informed him of it 
"It is enough,** said the general, with great 
composure; '* there will be many more killed 
before the battle is over." 

ft 

At the same time, an hussar arrived with 
dispatches from thejcing, which Zieten was 
observed to read over in apparent perturbation of 
mind. He then took out his watch , and ex- 
claimed, "Is he out of his «enses?" He thought 
he heard a distant cannonading, but tile wind 

being 
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being contrary » be was not certain he was 
right. 

The Icing y on his side, heard the report of 
every gun. He had imagined that the dis- 
charge he heard at the Rothe-Fiihrt, was the » 
beginning of the attack. He could not com- 
prehend these precipitate proceedings, and he 
liad now\no other part to act thfm to adopt 
them; and the more so, as several peasants 
and fugitives informed him that Daun was 
about to pass the Elbe, that he had prepared 
his pontons, that his baggage had taken a re- 
trograde direction, together with his artillery 
of reserve and his meal - waggons. This was, 
however, a mere change of position, and' 
which the king took for a*, retreat. He has- 
tened therefore in order to begin the attack 
before the hostile troops could, as he imagined, 
recover their position. His first brigade, sup- 
ported by Zieten's hussars only, without artil- 
lery or any of those appendages which serve 
to inflame the courage of the assaillant, ad- 
vanced against an intrenched enemy. The 
corps was destroyed rather than conquered, 

** and 
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and it was thus with the lives of the choicest 
of his troops, that Frederick began to purchase 
the victory with which the day was destined 
to be finally crowned. ' 

Had Zieten literally obeyed the king's or- 
ders, he would have inarched directly to 
Grosswigy and £rom thence to the heights of 
Siptitz: instead of which, in order not to ex- 
pose his flank to Lascy's division, which 
might easily have turned him, he took a cir- 
cuitous way. He reinforced himself with his 
infantry, disposed it in two lines, with the 
cavalry on the right and a battery in £r,onr. 
In this order, of battle he attached Lascy, sup- 
porting his left by the mountain of Siptitz, 
and his. right by the lake. A part of his ca- 
valry having discovered a ford, took that of 
Lascy in Hank and inunediately repulsed it. 

In the mean while, his troops were greatly 
annoyed from the redoubts of Zinna anct the 
heights of Siptitz, against which he was now 
advancing. The general was riding slowly 
along the ranks of his cavalry, when a cannon 

baU 



. 
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ball took off the head of a cairassier belonging 
to the prince of Prussians regiment. His com- 
rades were startled and alarmed at this ac- 
cident: Zieteiif however, revived their intre- 
pidity by the example lie. shewed them of 
his own, and calmly said, "That worthy man^ 
my friends, died an easy death." 

The infantry, notwithstanding the terrible 
fire from the heights of Siptitz, still continued 
to march, on. Daun opposed his second line 
to it. Zieten drew out his, and stationed it 
on the left wing of the former. His view was 
to draw the whole attention of the enemy to 
this point in order to support the king's opera- 
tions* He ordered the cavalry to remain be- 
hind on his left, to keep that of Lascy in 
awe , and yet to avoid coming to an engage- 
ment. The duke of Wirtemburg, to whom he 
had imparted this order ^ caused it to be writ- 
ten down, word for word, by the aide-de« 
camp, who was the bearer of it, in order, as 
it seemed, to screen himself from all unneces- 
sary responsibility. 

Zieten 
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Zieten was now full against the Siptitz, at 
the head of his battalions. He detached the 
regiment of Dierke from the line to carry a 1 
redoubt and a wind -mill which lay in his 

4 

road to \he village. The enemy withdrew, 
and occupied one of the neighbouring eminen- 
ces, after having set fire to the outermost 
buildings, and obliged the regiment to retreat 

In this attack Zieten narrowly escaped being 
killed through the imprudence of an artillery- 
man: at the moment in which the cannon 
went oiF, his horse fortunately reared, and 
sprang on one side. In the first emotions of 
anger, the general drew his sabre, and was on 
the point of falling on the gunner; but he 
soon recollected himself, and was satisfied 
with giving him a severe reprimand. 

In the mean while, the Prussians endea^ 
voured to gain the hill by another route. 
The brigade of Saldem traversed a small wood, 
and made an attack upon the vineyards, where 
a strong party of the enemy was posted. The 
regiments of Harrach, Sincere, Harsch, and 

Leopold 
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tf| Leopold Dann, received the assaillants with a 
n discharge of artillery and repulsed them with 
< loss. 



i 



The day began to decline. The Prussians 
could distinctly hear, that in the quarter 
where the king was posted, the report of the 
cannon grew gradually less loud, and they con- 
cluded from thence that his majesty was mak- 
ing his retreat. Thus persuaded, the troops 
were determined to make every possible effort 
to secure the success of the day. They had, 
however, hew difficulties to encounter; the 
ground ivas slippery, full of swamps and 
springs, and unfit for the operations of the 
cavalry, and the transport of the artillery. 

Zieten was not to be discouraged ; and turning 
more to the left, he now braved the fire of 
the batteries. The silence of his march and 
the declining day formed a striking contrast 
with the discharge of the artillery. At length, 
victory crowned these repeated exertions of 
valour. Colonel de MoUendorf , the comman* 
dant of the guards, who had acquired so much 

glory 
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glory in the battles of Leuthen and Lignitz, 
and who was well acquainted with the en- 
virons of Torgaw, discovered a dike * betw^een 
two ponds, which the enemy had neglected to 
occupy. At the head of Saldem*s brigade , he 

was 



* This dike "wsls so narro-vr, that only three men abreast 
could adrance along it. The company of major de 
Xiehman , forming a part of the xegimeut of the margrave 
Charles > ivas at the head of the column. At the mo- 
ment in which they were about to advance , they per- 
ceived at the further end, two pieces of cannon which 
the enemy were pointing down the dike. The com- 
pany halted in consequence of this obstacle, when a 
musketeer, of the name of Guile « cried out, ^'It is of 
little consequence y whether I liye or not^ or in 
what manner I die>'^ and rushing upon the dike, he 
ran up to the artillery men, shot one of them dead, 
knocked down a second with the but -end of his piece, 
which having broken, he attacked the rest with the 
atump^ and forced them to abandon their cannon. Three 
of his comrades joined, and supported him. The can- 
non were spiked and dismounted, and the column pas- 
sed the dike, and proceeded to the attack of tlie redoubt^ 
The hostile battalions opposed them in vain, and were 
soon obliged to yield. Guile, to whom his officers 
promised signal recompense, dropt in the [affray, and 
was feelingly lamented by his comrades. Fortunately 
he was only wounded, and he soon rejoined them. He 
has been since forgotten, and now resides at Soldin» 
his native town, and receives the allowance of an in- 
yalide. 
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\ras the first who advanced upon it. The 
general and his whole brigade followed him, 
and began to attack a redoubt. Zieten being 
apprized of this, sent an immediate reinforce- 
ment, and the redoubt was carried. The 
Prussians occupied it, and maintained the post* 
Saldern receiving a dangerous wound, directed 
colonel de Mcillendorf, in the king's name 
and his own, to take the command of the 
brigade; Mollendorf made a second attack 
upon the enemy, which w^as crowned with 
success; but he was himself taken prisoner. 

The Prussians had no other cannon than 
those which they had taken from the enemy. 
The hill was too steep and the ground too 
sandy for the transport of them. The horses 
would not advance, though every expedient 
was taken to impel them on. At length the 
brave infantry harnessed themselves to their 
) field -pieces, and dragged them along. Zieten 
placed the heavy cannon on the right of the 
dike in order to secure the passage. 

The want of artillery considerably retarded 
the victory; for, besides the fixst redoubt , 

others 
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others still remained to be carried. To shor- 
ten the operation, Zieten drew out liis infan- 
try on the other side of the Siptitz, and be- 
gan an attack upon the principal battery. 
The enemy made a desperate defence; great 
carnage ensued, and success for a while seemed 
in a state of uncertainty: the battery and the 
field of battle had perhaps been possessed by 
the enemy, had not general de Lestwitz come 
forwards at this decisive moment, and sustain- 
ing the assault with his fresh troops, turned 
the balance in favour of Prussia. The general 
had been stationed in the king's corps of re- 
serve. He had just formed a battery, at the 
head of five battalions of grenadiers, for the 
purpose of protecting the retreat of his majes- 
ty's cavalry at Neiden, and of repulsing that 
of the Austrians who endeavoured to harass it. 
Finding himself master of his post, he advan- 
ced to sustain Zieten, and having formed a 
junction with him, the last battery was soon 
carried , and the enemy obliged to retreat. The 
Prussians were scarcely sensible that they were 
conquerors, and waited for the return of day 
to be fully convinced of their good fortune. 

The 
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The king, in the meah while, being driven 
with his cavalry as far as Neiden, passed a 
very anxious night in the church of that vil« 
lage. His anxiety increased every moment, 
and he impatiently waited for the break of 
day; when mounting, his horse, he left the 
place, and scarcely had he ridden a hundred pa- 
ces, before the chasseur who attended him, 
informed him of the approach of an officer in 
a white cloke who came galloping in full 
speed. The chasseur advanced, and recognis- 
ing Zieten, turned about, and announced him 
to the king. ^ His majesty not conceiving that 
the general himself could be the bearer of 
good tidings, received him with apparent dis- 
quietude; when in the usual attitude of an 
officer making his report , Zieten stopped, and 
said, "Sire, the Austrians are beaten, and are 
now making their retreat," The king then 
alighted from his horse; Zieten sprang from 
his, and they mutually embraced each other. 
The king was in an ecstasy of joy; and his 
general, mute, and oppressed by his feelings, 
found relief in tears. 

After 



i 
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After having paid this first tribute to sen-* 
sibility, Zie ten recovered himself, and began 
to inform his majesty of every thing that had 
occured the preceding evening; and, in his 
torn, he was apprized that the king's infantry, 
supported by the cavahry, had maintained their 
ground at the foot of the hills; that, con- 
sequently, the enemy's retreat had been gener- 
al, and that there was no necessity of renew- 
ing the engagement. At the same time, he 
learnt, that the king had been exposed to 
great danger, that a ball had grazed his skin,; 
and lodged in his surtout. After this inter- 
view, he returned to his corps|, and arriving 
at the left wing of the infantry, he rode along 
the line-, -and exclaimed, "Comrades, the king 
has gained the battle, and the enemy are com* 
pletely routed. Long live king Frederick!" 
The whole corps replied. "Long live the 
king! Long live Fritz! * and long live Zieten, 
our father, and the'^king of the hussars I *^ 

During 

* This was the war - name which the soldiers usually 
gave the king, in abbreviation of that of Frederick. His 
majesty seemed pleased at being called so. 



D £ Z I £ T £ N. &2i 

Daring the battle^ the cavalry p under the 
command of the duke of Wirtemburg, had 
kept the corps of Lascy in awe, and the can- 
non which had been taken from the enemy 
-vrere pointed against the battalions which that 
general had sent to the succour of the heights 
of Siptitz. 

We shall spare the reader such detail of 
this engagement as does not immediately re- 
late to Zieten, and which, of course , is for- 
eign to our subject. We shall beg to refer 
those who wish for fuller information , to the 
''Observations of an Austrian Veteran/* * a 
work which does ample justice to Zieten, who 
contributed so essentially to the success of the 
day. 

We shall close this subject with an anec- 
dote. This battle y which was the last, in 
which either Frederick or ^eten engaged in 
personally p was the first in which our' general 

stained 



See page 277 to 5o3. 
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stained his sabre w ith the blood of the ene- 
my. He had now made such violent use of it, 
that Fahrenholzy his attendant •hussar, bom 
whom we have the anecdote , had a difficult 
task to clean and furbish it. . . 

# 

Zieten*s hussars, who formed part of the 
king's army/ acquitted themselves in too dis- 
tinguished a manner, not to be entitled to 
some tributary mention, of their exploits. Be- 
fore the battle. began, they took general de 
Saint- Ignon prisoner, with the greater part of 
his dragoons; but they lost their gallant coin^ 
viandant, major de Zettmar* When the king 
made the first attack with the grenadiers, he 
had no odier support than Zieten*s regiment, 
which stood him in the stead of cavalry of 
the line. The regiments of Bayreuth, of the 
margrave Frederick, and of Spaen * emulated 
the exploits of Zieten*s corps on this day, and 
deserved the honour of being mentioned with 

equal praise. 

The 

^ CominanJed by colonel de Dalwig, nn oOicer of gnat 
merit* 
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The battle of Torgaw secured the Prussians 
safe and commodious winter- quarters; and the 
Aastrian army being driven upon Dresden, 
took up theirs in that place. Some detached 
corps had succeeded in. dislodging the enemy 
from Silesia, the upper and lower Marquisates, 
and Pomerania. The Russians returned into 
Poland; the Swedes repassed the PeAe, and 
the siege of Cosel was not imdertaken. All 
the advantage on the part of the Austrlans 
was confined to the taking of Glatz. Both 
armies were considerably diminished in num- 
ber; that of the Prussians suffered by the ene- 
my's refusal to exchange prisoners; that. of the 
Austrians was very ill paid* . The finances of 
the empress queen were in great disorder, and 
the means and resources of Prussia now seem- 
ed to be inexhaustible. 

The king marched deeper into Saxony, and 
fixed his head -quarters at Leipsic, Zieten es- 
tablished his at Meissen, and his corps lay 
cantoned between that town and Nossen. This 
corps was very considerable; it was composed 
of eighteen battalion^, .and fifteen squadrons 

of 
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of dragoons. His advanced - guard , consisting 
of two thousand light cavalry^ and sapported 
by a body of artillery^ occupied the position of 
Siebeneichen , Wendiephbohra ^ Robschutz, and 
Miltitz. 

Previous to the dislocation of the army, the 
general had rec^ved the following letter from 
the king; a letter which does much honour 
to that prince's justice and humanity, 

"My dear general de Zieten. 

You are now going into winter -quarters, 
and it is proper that the close of the campaign 
should revive .a sexkAe of due order in the ar- 
my y and put an end to every kind of abuse 
which had gradually and insensibly introduced 
itself therein. The marches^ the counter- 
marches^ the various military movements and 
operations which have taken place during the 
campaign, have too often rendered violent and 
arbitrary measures expedient for the purpoee 
of procuring provisions; and they have furnish- 
ed such measures with an excuse. But, at 
the present moment, justice as well as the 

con- 
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consideration of our own welfare loudly call 
upon us for the most exact discipline and re^ 
gularity in the mode of procuring our subsis- 
tence, in establishing magazines, and in levy* 
ing contributions in Saxony. I am therefore 
determined, that henceforth all violent ex* 
pedients, all exactions, all arbitrary supplies, 
shall cease, I shall require the whole army 
to pay due respect to the laws of discipline, 
and shall cause every trai^sgression of those 
laws to be severely punished, I particularly 
charge you, my dear Zieten, to inspect the 
execution of my orders, to inform the inha* 
1)itants of the country, wherever you com«> 
mand, or may afterwards command , that in 
case they are exact in furnishing the supplies, 
and the regular contributions laid upon them, 
they shall meet with no other aimoyance; 
1>at, ^on the contrary, shall be protected and 
znaintained in the possession of their property; 
and that no rigorous measures shall be put in 
execution against them, unless they them- 
selves provoke such measures by their negli- 
gence in complying with what is reasonably 
required at their hands* A proclamation , ex- 
IL 15 plan- 
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planatory of every necessary partlcalar, which 
I shall cause to be made/ will be a suBicient 
guide to them in that respect. Furthermore, 
the orders contained in, this letter are not to 
be observed till after you have passed the 
Tribsche. From that moment, you will take 
upon yourself to maintain due order and dis- 
cipline in the corps under your command. I 
am your affectionate king, 

Leipsic, November 27th, 1760. 

Frederick." 

In the course of this winter, Zieten received 
several other letters from the king^ which 
have been preserved among his papers. Their 
contents are not of a very interesting nature; 
they are chiefly answers to reports made hj 
the general, instructions, information respects 
ing the position of the enemy, and military 
disciissions. We shall insert two of them, as 
they are characteristic of the king, and at 
one of them contains a postscript in his qwbl 
hand. 

"My 



D£ZI£T£N* tii27 

*'My dear getiefal de Zieteti. 

1 have already informed yoa by geheral de 
Kamin of the success of Sybourg's detachment 
at Langensalza^ and I shall now give you the 
particulars of that expedition. General de Sy* 
bourg has forced the pass of Instnit^ and dri« 
ven the French and Saxons^ commanded by 
count de Stainville, beyond the town of Lan& 
gensalza. The Saxons he has entirely defeated; 
Keinforced by general de Sporke^ he chased 
the French as far as Eisenach^ and afterwards 
took live pieces of cannon^ five colours^ sixty- 
two oiEcers^ and three thousand private sol- 
diers. The enemy being pressed by general 
de Luckner^ have since evacuated Eisenach 
and Gotha^ and retreated to Yach; Duke JFer- 
dinand of Brunswick informs me^ that the he- 
reditary prince has entered the Hessian terri- 
tories and taken Fritzlar^ and the immense ma^ 
gazines of the French there; Moreover > 1 Was 
informed by express the day before yesterday^ 
that prince Ferdinand has delivered Gassel^ 
made the whole garrison prisoners^ and taken 
possession of the magazines^ togethet with a 

♦* (Bon- 
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considerable number of waggons, 1 feel great 
pleasure in communicating this good news to 
you. On Sunday next, the usual military ce- 
remonies will be observed in honour of these 
victories. The progress of Sybourgs corps 
famishing me with continual occupation, owiiig 
to the occasional arrangements which the ex- 
pedition requires, I shall probably stay here 
till the beginning of March, provided every 
thing remains quiet in your quarter. Should 
it happen otherwise, you mil give me instant 
notice of it, and I shall be with you. Tour 
very affectionate 

Frederick.** 

II. 

•'My dear general de Zieten. 

I have received your letter of the sist; and, 
convinced of the warm and sincere part yon take 
in my service and concerns, I shall with great 
pleasure give you some further account of our 
successes in Thuringia. General de Syboo^ 
being advanced on the coth as far as Amstadt, 
on the other side of Gotha, the army of the 
circles withdrew precipitately to Ilmenaw and 

Smal- 
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Smalkalden. The whole country is cleared; 
for I have every reason to believe, that the 
rest of the troops of the empire in the circle 
of Neustadt will march into Franconia. As 
for general de Sporke, he has ^completely dis- 
persed the trocqps of Stainville at Vach. Luck- 
ner has taken six pieces of cannon from them, 
and all their baggage. The account of duke 
Ferdinand*s expedition is confirmed. He has 
taken CasseL by storm, with six battalions ^ 
thirty cannon, and is likewise master of the 
magazines of Fritzlar* All tbi^ will, I am 
persuaded ,. force the disappointed . French to 
leave the Hessian territoi^ies. I apprave qf your 
intention to send the battalion of Quintus to 
Strehlen. With regard to the garrison and 
magazine of Lomatsch, the care of providing 
far them must be left to. lieutenaut- general 

« 

de Forcade* His corps has not yet been wea- 
kened by detachments. Xou will impart your 
orders and dispositions to him , as if they 
came directly from me. I remiaiA ever your 
affectionate king^ 

Leipsio, February 23rd,. i76i». 

Frederick.** 

(In 
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fin his mcij€sty^s own hand,) 
*' Marshal de Broglio is arrived at Fulda 
with twenty thousand men, the remains of 
an army of ^ixty thpusf^nd^ This may bring 
lis peace, 

Frederick, ^^ 

The king^s most ardent wishes were, indeed, 
for peace. The warrior, the conqueror, gave 
way to the feelings of the man, of the father 
of his people. Yet two years* hard trials were 
«till in store for him; and it is well known, 
that the campaign of 1761 was the most peril- 
Otis and desperate of any of the foregoing 
ones, • 

We leave it to the masters of the military 
art to decide, whether the junction of the 
grand Russian army with that of the Austrians, 
was one of those operations which he had 
been able to impede , or whether this fatal 
circumstance was not the immediate result of 
the death of general de Gol^, Jt is certain 
that Zieten^ the generaVs successor in the 
command , arrived two days too late for such 

pum 
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purpose. He had been preriously charged 
with the care of putting the provisions and 
pontons in a place of security, as well as with 
covering the march of the king, immediately 
after, into Silesia« Golz, who had gone for- 
ward with a view of falling upon the Russians 
who were still dispersed about Poland, and of 
attacking the^ separately, had fallen ill at 
Glogaw , and died before he . had been able to 
execute his plan. The king sent Zieten to 
succeed him; but the Russian army was now 
concentrated. Zieten, however, put himself 
at the head of Golz*s troops, marched into 
t'oland, and formed his camp at Kosten in face 
of the Russians, from Tvhom he was separated 
by the Obra only.. The king was at Schweid- 
nitz, where he had Laudon to cope with; 
and uncertain as to the direction which the 
R.ussian arniy might take, he sent orders to 
Zieten to reinforce the garrison of Brieg and 
Breslaw^ These detachm.ents having consider- 
ably weakened his corps, the general was 
obliged to confine hiniself solely ta defensive 
measures. 



To 
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To this slight sketch, it may not be im* 
proper to add the particular journal of the 
operations of Zieten. 

As soon as he had received his majesty's 
orders to succeed general de Golz, he repaired 
to his destination. He arrived on the sgth pf 
June^ and on the next day h» began his 
march to Kosten. In the meaifH.ivhile , the 
two first Kussian ' divisions had broke up their 
camps I continued their march (on the 226th 
and c 7th) y and arriving at Moszina, had halt- 
ed there on the s8th. The two other divi- 
sions (Fermor*s and Czemitscheff*s) had joined 
the above, on the 29th , and the united army 
proceeding on their march, had occupied the 
camp of Czempen, at a league distance irom 
Kosten* 

The ^orps of Gok, in the state in which 
Zieten had found it on taking the conunand, 
consisted of twenty-four battalions of infantry, 
and forty* seven squadrons of heavy and light 
cavalry* He had about twenty thousand men 
to oppose to sixty thousand Russians; yet, not« 

with- 
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witli3tancling this great disproportion of forces, 
he advanced on the 50th, as far as FoInisch« 
Lissa and Borchen, and on the 1st of July, 
he arrived at Kosten. ^ During his march , his 
advanced -guard, met a detachment of the ene* 
my 9 under the command of brigadier de L6- 
pen, and having joined battle, took the bri- 
gadier prisoner, together with three other of* 
fleers and forty Cossacs. But being too ardent 
in the prosecution of their success, the hus« 
sars of Zieten and Malachowsky advancing 
upon a large body of cavalry which general 
de GzemitscheiF led, on in person, fourteen of 
them were killed and eighteen wounded. 

Zieten, however, encamped in an excellent 
position at Kosten. His right wing extended 
to Czerkowa , and his left to Guko wa , while 
his front and right were covered by the town 
of Kosten, which he had garrisoned with a 
battalion of grenadiers. His front and two 
flanks were besides covered by a marsh four 
German miles in length, which was traversed 
by a single dike that led to Kotta. General 
de Xempelhof, who is a very competent judge 

of 
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of whatever relates to the military: art, ob- 
serves^ * that this camp was one of the strong- 
est that could be imagined, as two days' 
march was necessary for turning it and forcing 
the army which occupied it to take another 
position. An army so situated had, moreover, 
the advantage of retreating, at all events, 
through Schmiegel and Fraustadt upon Glogaw, 
without having any thing to apprehend even 
from superiour forces, 

Zieten, however, did not long avail himself 
of the advantages which the camp of Kosten 
afforded him. Having been informed on the 
3rd, that th« enemy was proceeding to Dal- 
skow, and apprehending the danger to which 
the fortresses of Silesia would be exposed, he 
marched to Storchnest, with which town he 
began the left wing of his camp, while his 
right extended ' to Kopkowna. He detached 
the prince of Bernbourg with five battalions 
and fifteen squadrons fox the purpose of seour- 

ing 

• Hittory of tlie Seven Years* War. toI. Y. page gSL 
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ing the heights of Gratz, -which covered his 
left wing. All his efforts to find out the jf6. 
sition of the enemy were of no avail; M; de 
Anhalt at the head of four hundred horse, and 
M- de Dalwig with twcr h^ttdioits'lind twenty- 
squadrons, were both equafly- unsuccessful in 
their attempts to pass the Obra; and the re* 
ports of these two officers gave him no better 
information, than that the camp and the main 
body of the Russians vrkxe at Dalskow, 

Zieten had recourse to^ further attempts from 
day to day, and every new effort was thwart- 
ed by the numerous parties of light cavalry 
which were ever in motion around the hos^ 
tile camp. Determined at length to remain 
no longer in this painful and dangerous state 
of suspense, he detached Dalwig, on the gth, 
with two battalions and't-w^nty squadrons, to 
Krzwin, to force the plissage of the Obra in 
that quarter. This officer availing himself of 
a ford, led his troops across it; but scarcely 
w^as he arrived on the opposite bank^ when 
he was received by so strong a body of caval-i 
ry that he was obliged by prudence to make 
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a timely retreat. His loss was not consider- 
able, but the expedition produced no new in- 
formation. 

On the gthf Zieten was at last apprized that 
the Russians had left their position, and pitch- 
ed their camp at Borcke. This intelligence was 
soon after confirmed* CzernitschefF had first 
occupied the place; the main army follow'ed 
him on the nth, and on the 12th encamped 
at Kobieliti. This march clearly indicated that 
the Russians were prpceeding on to Breslaw; 
and Zieten, in order to be beforehand with 
them, had marched on the 9th Bojanowa; on 
the loth, to Trachenberg, and took his, camp 
at Brausnitz. 

In this camp it was, that ha received the 
king's orders ta di\ride his corps into two 
equal parts, and to march directly to Breslaw. 
These two divisions, one of which was des- 
tined for Brieg, and the other far Breslaw, 
encamped separately in the environs of the lat- 
ter city. In the mean time, the Russian army 
approached the frontiers of Silesia ^ it passed 

them 
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them on the isth, encamped at Henrichsdorf 
and Brzlavecz, near Militz, and advanced on 
the i7thy in tvro divisions, as far as Tsche- 
schen. Of this march Zieten was informed 
by colonel de Lossow, vrhom he had sent to 
Oels and Bernstadt, at the head of a recon- 
noitring -par ty, (consisting of Reusch*s regiment 
of hussars,) and who, two days after, brought 
him four officers, fourteen petty officers, ^d 
a hundred and eight dragoons, whom he had 
taken from the Hussians* 

This movement on the part of the eneniy 
obliged Zieten to camp near Bre^law, between 
Gubitz and Hufen, with the division that still 
remained with him, and which contained eleven 
battalions and twenty -two squadrons. He em- 
ployed two thousanid men in digging intrench- 
ments to supply his want of troops. 

Breslaw and Brieg were now secured from 
any sudden attack; Zieten defended the former, 
and general de Knoblauch the latter. If, how* 
ever, Zieten, with the whole corps of Golz, 
had retained the position of Brausnitz, he had 

per. 
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perhaps been able to have opposed the Russi- 
ans, on their entrance into Silesia , with more 
effect; at least , he might have checked their 
progress for some time^ and thwarted their 
junction with Laudon's army. Instead of 
which, being* now masters of the dutchy be- 
yond the Oder, they marched without any mo- 
lestation to Militsch, Wartenberg and Nams- 
law, and having proceeded up the river ^ ef- 
fected a junction with their allies* 

From this moment the preservation of Silesia 
did not result from any decisive action; it was 
effected by the marches and counter -marches, 
the manoeuvres^ the positions^ taken by the 
king, and, under his auspices ^ by the army, 
divided into several corps, commanded by his 
best generals^ and disposed in such manner as 
to leave no unguarded spot to favour any in- 
cursion on the part of the enemy; At lengthy 
observing that the imperialists and the Russi- 
ans began to concentrate their forces^ his ma- 
jesty had no other resourse than that of imi- 
tating their example : he therefore occupied a 
kind of fortress in the, open country near Btin- 

ifcel- 
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zelwitz, and formed the celebrated camp which 
bears that name, in order to wait the crisis 
of affairs. This narrow space contained at 
once, the king, the army, and all the hopes of 
Prussia. 

In this critical juncture, Frederick had rea- 
son to be well satisfied with the zeal and fide- 
lity of his generals, as well as with their cou- 
rage and activity. Zieten had just been recal«- 
led with his corps, and posted at Breslaw. He 
was one of the number of those who assisted 
the king with his counsels as well as with his 
sword; and, to the duties of his station, he 
added the most tender concern for whatever 
related personally to his royal master. He 
was not ignorant, that Frederick, in a moment 
of despondency, had declared that death was 
the last friend he had in store* In their noc- 
turnal conversations , when stretched upon a 
bed of straw, in a redoubt, exposed to the 
enemy's fire, the two heroes mutually com* 
municated their pains and their secrets to each 
other, — it was Zieten, who opposed the hopes 
that ever animated him to the melancholy bode- 

ments 
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ments of the king; — it was Zieten who sus- 
tained the courage of his royal friend, by con- 
tinually assuring him, that every thing would 
turn out prosperously. He would pronounce 
these words with such seeming conviction, and 
had so often repeated them, and in so positive 
a manner, that one day, when the king was 
more than ordinarily depressed by the sense 
of his misfortunes, and weary of hearing a 
kind of consolation which did not at all coin- 
cide with his way of thinking, his majesty 
asked him in a sarcastic tone, — if a new ally 
had joined the Prussian army. "No^ sire;" 
replied Zieten, "I know of no other than one 
who dwells above, and who will never for- 
sake us." **But," rejoined the king, "he no 
longer works miracles" — "Be it so;" said 
Zieten, "we stand in no need of any : — let him 
fight for u^ , and we shall not fall. " Soon af- 
ter this, the king had an opportunity of ob- 
serving the reasonableness of pious hope; that 
providence was not a vain name; and that the 
confidence of Zieten had been that of a chris- 
tian hero. The army came out unhurt from 
their camp, which had been transformed into a 

prison, 
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prison, and Frederick said to his general^ Vith 
affected indifference^ and in the genuine tone 
of sensibility > "For this tune you have been 
in the right, iiietenj and your aUy has kept 
his word/* 

The warm attachment which he always had 
for the king, did not, however, render him 
the less jealous of his own rights, whenever 
it was necessary to maintain them» He pos* 
sessed the art of uniting delicacy with firm*- 
ness, and the present campaign will furnish 
us with a remarkable instance in support ol 
the assertion* 

It has already been said, that the l:ing had 
sent him to Glogaw, upon the death of gen- 
eral de Golz, to succeed him in the command 
of the army, and to march against the Russians. 
Zietens health, which had seldom been good, 
Tvas at this tinle in a very alarming condition. 
The king was probably apprehensive of losing 
liitH as he had lost Golz, or at least was fear« 
fttl, that his indisposition would render him 
incapable of pushing his operations with due 
vigour. Whatever might have been his majes- 
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ty's motive, he despatched M. de Anhalt, 
his first aide-de-camp, to join Zieten*s corps, 
with secret iDstructions to take upon himself 
the management of the army as circumstances 
might require. This officer, who was one of 
Frederick's chief favourites, arrived, announ- 
ced himself to Zieten in a very respectful 
manner, and was extremely well received. 
Under pretence of taking orders from the gen- 
eral, he began to assume the task of giving 
orders himself ; but Zieten , although he 
had from the first moment detected the views 
of the king and the object of the mission; 
and although this secret arrangement touched 
him to the quick; yet, without betraying his 
feelings, he remained immovable, continued to 
exercise alone the functions of commander in 
chief, and ridded himself of the importunity 
of his rival by making use of him as his aide- 
de-camp. In such capacity he chiefly em- 
ployed him; he sent him to carry and execute 
his orders, charged him with the most fri- 
volous commissions , and soon deprived him of 
the consequence he had enjoyed in the king's 
army, and which he would fain have assumed 

here. 
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here. Thus foiled in his expectations , he so- 
licited the king to allow him to return ; "For/* 
added he, in his letter to his majesty, "there 
is nothing to he done with old Zieten, nor 
am I able to be of any service to liim." The 
king immediately thought fit to recall him. 

The close of this campaign was rendered re- 
markable by the surprise of Schweidnitz, This 
bold operation, which was conducted by gen- 
eral de Laudon, was the only disaster which 
the united armies were able to bring upon 
the Prussians. The loss of this place, how- 
ever , together with the prospect of the 
ensuing campaign, created many gloomy ap- 
prehensions in the mind of the king. The 
enemy had gained footing in Silesia. They 
had, as well as his majesty, established their 
wnter- quarters there. A body of Russians, 
under the command of general de Czernit- 
echelF, (and which marshal de Butturlin had 
given up to general de Laudon), had likewise 
taken their quarters in the county of Glaz. 
The main Russian army returned into Poland, 
though not in time to hinder general de Fla- 

♦ ♦ ten 
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ten from destroying the magazines of Posen, 
together with an escort of five thousand wag- 
gons. Marshal Daun and prince Henry win- 
tered, with their respective troops, in Saxony; 
Laudon at Schweidnitz, and the king' at 
Breslaw. 

The well - known attempt, made on the 
30th of Novemher, against the king's life at 
Strehlen , ' had filled the Prussian army will 
indignation and alarm. While the troops 
had an open enemy to engage, they felt 
themselves supported by a proper sense of 
their own prowess ; but they had now the ma- 
chinations of treachery to cope with; — they 
had jto combat against tiie dark arts of assas- 
sination, as well as the lawful operations of 
war. 

If we make mention of this event and of 
some others relative to the king, in the coarse 
of these memoirs, it, is, because whatever 
concerned that prince and his country -was no 
stranger to Zie ten's heart. We now come with 
him to a period abounding in great revolutions* 

Eliza- 
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Elizabeth 9 empress of Russia , the personal 
enemy of Frederick, ^ied on the 55 th of De- 
cember 1761. Her nephew and successor, Pe- 
ter III, the avowed admirer of that prince, 
made peace with him, and endeavoured to en- 
gage the court of Vienna to adopt the same 
measure. On the refusal of that power, he 
sent orders to gene^ral de Gzjsrnitscheff to with- 
draw the twenty thousand men under his 
command from the army of Laudon, and to 
join that of the kipg with them* Sweden fol-' 
lowing the example of Russia, withdrew her 
troops from the coalition, and the king had 
reason to remembeir his invisible ally; to 
whom Zieten, however, did' not fail to ascribe 
the glory of aU these happy events^ 

Thus under the most favourable auspices, 
opened the seventh and last campaign of this 
destructive war. The king began it in pre- 
parations for tlie siege of Schweidnit?; , ^ which 
he was detiermined to recovjer from the Aus- 
trians, Laudon, in the mean, while, made 
ready for the most vigorous resistance. All 
the belligerant powers now considered them- 
selves 
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selves arrived at the last act of this blood- 
y tragedy, and were^ determined to finish it 
with eclat. 

Zieten had no particular corps under his 
orders. Continually stationed in the head-quar- 
ters of the king, he was invested with the 
command in chief during the occasional absence 
of that monarch, and shared the command 
with him, whenever two operations took place 
at the same time. The object of the Prus- 
sians was to dislodge the Austrian army w^hich 
continued to impede the siege of Schweidnitz; 
but every attempt to effect this proved abor- 
tive. Intrenched upon their flanks and their 
centre, the enemy seemed to lie perfectly se- 
cure from every attack. 

* 

Marshal Daun had exhausted all his art in 
the choice of his camp. He had pitched it 
upon the heights of Burkersdorf; detached 
corps occupied the passes of the moofitaiiiSy 
and forming a chain of communications with 
Schweidnitz, kept the whole country under 
subjection, and rendered the siege impracti- 
cable. 
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cable. The king, however, could not submit 
to leave this gem of Silesia in the hands of 
the enemy; and not being able to lay siege 
to it, he resolved upon taking the camp by 
storm. His pupil, his rival in arms, major- 
general de Mcillendorf, whose success had 
equalled his valour in the battles of Torgaw, 
Lignitz, and Leu then, put himself, on the 
£2 1st of July, at the head of his brigade, and 
in the face of the combined armies, and in 
the presence of the Prussians, scaled the camp, 
and completely carried it in the course of four 
hours. This master -piece of Prussian tactics 
was executed with as much precision as dis- 
patch. The barriers were completely cleared; 
and the routed army could not refuse paying 
the tribute of admiration to the conqueror. 
With him, general de Lottom *. shared the 
glory of the day; and the writer of these me- 
moirs is proud to decorate his grave with a 
sprig of laurel,^ as well as to water it with 

her tears. 

The 

* Afterwards commandant of Berlin: he died in the year 

1774. 



5148 THELIFEOF 

The success of this day proved of the ut- 
most consequence to Frederick. He had just 
lost a povrerful ally. On the ninth of July, 
a tragical revolution had taken place in Rus- 
sia. Peter III. now dethroned, and no more, 
was succeeded by Catherine II. who adopted 
a new system of politics, and gave orders to 
general de CzernitschefF to march home with 
his troops. This intelligence, so afflicting to 
Prussia and so distressing to the king, had al- 
ready transpired in the army. The Austrians 
could not long remain ignorant of it, and it 
was necessary to strike a blow before they 
might be enabled to render such step inelFec- 
tual. Frederick had gained upon the heart of 
the Russian general » and not upon his avarice, 
as it has been falsely represented, and he had 
been able to persuade him to defer his depar- 
ture for twenty- four hours , to support the 
attack of Burkersdorf. The general did more: 
he ranged his troops in order of battle ^ and 
thereby facUitated the success of the enter- 
prise. His friend » major de Berg, of whom 
mention ha$ already been made in these pages, 
having asked him the next day, what he 

would 
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would have done, had the issue proved unde- 
cisive; '1 would have advanced/* said he, *'and 
provoked my own destruction.** 

Zieten who had been informed of this great 
revolution by his aide-de-camp, lieutenant de 
Kleist of the gendarmes, absolutely refused to 
give any credit to it. He considered it as a 
mere fiction, a political bubble. He was, 
however, desirous of further information, and 
having all the Russian officers , - on that day, 
at table with him, he got up, and gave the 
emperor's health. The guests were much em- 
barrassed: some of them rose and pledged him; 
the rest kept their seats. Zieten had now no 
longer any doubt of the truth of the report. 

The separation of the two armies was equal- 
ly painful on both sides. The Russian and 
Prussian officers were united in those bands of * 
friendship which seem so naturally to bind 
the two nations together. What they were 
mutually apprehensive of, did not happen: 
they were no more to draw their swords a- 
gainst each other, and the Russians on their 

depar- 
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departure, implored heaven to crown the arms 
of Prussia with success. 



After having dislodged the Austrians from 
Burkersdorf, the king, in the beginning of the 
month of August, undertook the' siege of 
Schweidnitz. General de Tauenzien command- 
ed the army engaged in this enterprise. That 
of the king was divided into two equal parts, 
l^he one, encamped at Lampersdorf, and alter- 
iaately under . the orders of that prince and 
Zieten, covered the siege. The other, under 
the command of the duke of Bevern, who had 
just been restored to the service, of his coun- 
try, was posted at Reichenbach. Marshal 
Daun, whose grind object was to force the 
Prussians to raise the siege, had taken a for- 
midable posture upon the heights of Langen- 
beil. The king continued to frequent the two 
camps successively, visited t;he intrenchments 
which had been opened on the S^h of August^ [ 
and pressed the siege; was apprehensive of a 
battle,' intrenched himself to avoid it on the de-- 
files and even on the summits of the adjacent 
hills, and carefully kept up the communication 

be. 
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between the two camps in order that they 
might be able to support each other in case 
of need. 

The event jastifiecl all these measures. Mar- 
shal Daun had devised a plan of attack that 
seemed to be infallible. While general de 
Beck should fall on the left flank and the 
back of the Prussians , and Lascy attack them 
in front with ten choice battalions , general 
Odonell.was to pass the Failbach at the head 
of twenty -five squadrons , to gain the plains of 
Reichenbach, and cover the left of Lascy, by 
throwing himself between that corps and the 
succour which the king might ofFord the 
troops under the command of Bevem. Several 
detachments at the foot of the hills had the 
like destination* 

A little before the engagement , the king 
and Zieten met upon their return from a re- 
connoitring party which each of them had se- 
parately been making. The king was attend* 
ed by M. de Anhalt and M. de Schwerin; 
Zieten had his aide-de-camp, M. de Lestocq^ 

with 
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with him. On the approach of his general, 
Frederick stopped » and not knowing on what 
measures to determine, he addressed these of- 
ficers in the following manner: "What do the 
enemy's intentions appear to be? Do they 
mean to attack Lampersdorf or Reichenbach?** 
No one made any reply; they were fearful of 
hazarding their opinion. Zieten alone had an 
eye' sufficiently correct , and presence of mind 
and courage enough to answer. "Sire," said 
he, "whatever may happen, it will be neces- 
sary to station a wing of cavalry upon the 
heights of Reichenbach. " The advice was 
judged to be salutary; and the success of the 
i6th of August, on which day the battle was 
gained, was the consequence of it. Beck had 
already turned the corps of Bevern, and 
thrown it into some disorder. QdonelPs ca- 
valry was on the point of enveloping the 
duke: the danger was urgent, and it was ne- 
cessary to apply for succour to the cavalry of 
the king. The duke of Wirtemberg who com- 
manded it, came up in time with his right 
wing, and re-established the line. Had he 
arrived later; had the advice of Zieten been 

for- 
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forgotten or neglected, all would have been 
lost. Odonell had already passed the defile 
gained the plain, and formed his line; — when 
the horse - artillery'' of Wirtemberg began a 
terrible fire upon his left wing, and general 
de Lentulus of Bevern's corps, fell upon his 
right. The battle grew hot, the Prussian in- 
fantry advanced, the Austrian cavalry repassed 
the defile in disorder, the duke of Wirtem- 
berg pursued it, and took four standards and 
some hundreds of prisoners. The hostile corps 
retreated, victory declared in favour of the 
Prussians, and the. siege of Schweidnitz was 
4;arried on with redoubled vigour. 

During the battle, Zieten remained at h^s 
post. He commanded the camp of Lampers- 
dorf, and his attention was engaged between 
the succour he had to afford the duke of Be- 
vem, and the resistance which it was neces- 
sary to make against the enemy. After having 
detached the duke of Wirtemberg with one 
half of his cavalry, he ordered the other half 
to sustain his left from Keichenbach, and his 
right from Koth-Yorwerk, in order to check 

the 
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the right -wing of the enemy which threaten- 
ed his left. The aide-de-camp whom he had 
commissioned with this order » after having 
communicated it to the general who command- 
ed that moiety y proceeded, on for the par- 
pose of finding out the king, who had joined 
Severn, and to whom Zieten had to make his 
report. General de Kiaw, either having ill- 
comprehended or ill-executed the order of his 
commanding oi&cer^ stationed his men upon 
the same line with the infantry, propping his 
left by Roth-Vorwerk and his right by 
the battery pf Peters wald. Zieten arrived, 
and perceiving the error, instantly rectified it, 
but fell into so violent a passion on the occa- 
sion, that the general in order to extricate 
himself, had recourse to falsehood, laid all the 
blame upon the aide-de-camp, and protested 
he had executed the orders that he had been 
given him. At this moment M. de Lestocq 
made his appearance: he had been the bearer 
of the order. Zieten caused him to repeat it, 
•word for word, in the presence of the general. 
The falsehood was detected. Zieten could no 
longer contain himself: among other things 

which 
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which his passion prompted him to utter, he 
said to M. de Kiaw, "You should be aware, 
sir, that it is not with such giddy heads as 
yours, that battles are won : and, pray observe, 
that such conduct will not be overlooked a 
second time." Yet, when the first emotions 
of anger had subsided, Zieten refrained from 
making the king acquainted with the affair; 
and the general, more touched with the deli* 
cacy of his commanding officer, than hurt at 
the severity of his expressions, shewed him 
ever after the highest marks of attention and 
respect. 

After so many unavailing attempts, the Aus- 
trians at length thought fit to abandon Schweid- 
nitz to its fate^ and withdrew themselves from 
before it. They did not, indeed, consider it 
as lost; for independent of its natural strength, 
they had a whole army garrisoned within its 
walls. The siege went on slowly, but it was 
attended with the less danger. Zieten enjoyed 
some ocsasional hours of leisure; and he em- 
ployed them in conversing with his officers on 
the art of fortifying towns, and with the la- 

bourers 
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boarers on that of tilling their groundd. He 
frequently visited the trenches, exposed him* 
self to the shells of the enemy, and saw them 
fall at his feet without any apparent concern. 

This was the last time that Zieten was to 
behdld the fire of the enemy directed against 
him. Four months after this period, the songs 
of peace and delight succeeded to the doleful 
cries of desolation and death. The country 
^ received her sons with open arms, and joyful- 
ly congratulated them on their triumphs. 

Schweidnitz surrendered on the gth of Octo* 

ber, with its garrison of eleven thousand men. 

On the sgth, prince Henry, whom history 

will ever call the Fabius and the Caesar of the 

Prussians, beat the army of the circles at Frey* 

berg. Princes Ferdinand, Charles, and Freder« 

ick of Brunswick, gained new laurels on the 

banks of the Rhine, and Frederick the Great, 

the Unique^ intwined those he had won with 

the olive of peace, on bestowing that blessing 

upon the world. * 

The 



• 



* On the i6th of February 1763 « at Haberttbour|^ 
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The heroes of Frofisia sheathed their swords, 
impressed with the pleasing and honourable 
conviction of not having drawn them but in 
the defence of their country. They had ren- 
dered their king immortal » as he, on his part, 
had rendered them invincible. Exalted to a 
higher degree of eminence than the greatest 
commanders that had preceded him had ever 
attained, he was nevertheless indebted in no 
small degree to his fellow • soldiers for his. 
elevation and his glory. The army proudly 
cherished the remembrance of the seven years^ 
war, and considered the happy issue of it as 
an ample recompense for their past toils; and 
History will consecrate some of her fairest 
pages to perpetuate their well-earned renown. 

Since that period, a political and revolution- 
ary fanaticism has thrown all Europe into dis- 
order and dismay. A ferocious war has torn 
the vitals of the social system: whole nations, 
and not armies only, have risen in a mass, 
and joined in bloody conflict: and scarcely has 
land and sea afforded a theatre sufficiently vast 
for the operations of an uninterrupted warfare 

II. 17 of 



\ 
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of ten years' duration. It will be the task of 
future ages to compare these two periods, to 
point out their leading peculiarities, to charac- 
terise them, and to pronounce with impartia- 
lity. Happy the universe, if in addition to 
these two wars, a third of a similar nature is 
never to be recorded. 

We should add nothing to the glory of Zie- 
ten by the recapitulation of his exploits. The 
reader has accompanied him through his vari- 
ous campaigns; and this unadorned narrative 
of his achievements has become hi§ eulogy. 
His own actions have spoken for hinii, and 
they have stood in no need of foreign orna- 
ment. We should, however, be wanting in 
bur duty in an historical point of vifew, were 
we to pass over in silence the manner in 
which he uniformly acted with regard to the 
various corps under his command. Some de- 
tail on this head is due to our young miU- 
tary readers, whom his example is so highly 
calculated to instruct. 

As a general, and a commander in chief, he 
was never known to neglect any thing which 

had 



/ 
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had formerly been the object of his solicitude 
in the capacity of a subaltern officer. He ex- 
tended to a whole regiment, to a whole army, 
the attentions he had at Rrst began to be- 
stow upon a single company. On the xharch, 
he was either at' the head or the rear of the 
column, and always indefatigably employed in 
providing for every possible contingency. At 
one tinle, he would slacken the march, in 
order to allow the hindermost tb regain 
the ground they had lost. At another, he 
would fill u[j the gaps, reconnoitre the bridg* 
es, the ""defiles, the face? of the country; in a 
word, it might be said,' that he never had a 
better quarter -master -general than himself. 

When the army was encamped, Zieten was 
not satisfied till he had examined and adjusted 
fcvery thing, entered into the minutest details, 
supplied every omission, and obviated ^very 
inconveniency. Whenever the king, as he im- 
agined, had neglected a point, he would look 
to it; he posted or displaced the guards of the 
camp, augmented or diminished their number. 
When the ground was uneven it was his care 

♦♦ to 
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to reiiiove all obstructions, facilitate commaiii- 
cationSy construct bridges and every* other ne- 
cessary accommodation; and his orders were 
ever attended to as much as the immediate 
orders of the king. 

After having provided for the internal part 
of the camp , it was his custom to take a sur- 
vey of its environs. By day and by night, 
while the rest of the army were taking their 
xepose, he was on horseback , examining the 
face of the country in order to discover on 
what point the enemy might probably make 
an attack y and what spots were bqst adap- 
ted for making a defence. This waa»his in- 
variable occupation I on the march, in camp, 
and in every position; whence the army had 
honoured him with the name of their goardi^ 
an. When the infirmities of age began to 
grow upon him, and it sometimes happened 
that he fell asleep at the royal table, the king 
would never allow him to be disturbed. The 
first time that the company , upon such 
an occasion , were about to awaken him, 
his majesty interrupted them, and said, "Iiet 

him 
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him sleep on; he has watched long enough 
for us." 

Frederick esteemed him highly for the man- 
ly firmness of his- character , which the great- 
est military disasters were never abl^ to shake 
for a moment. Bred up in the midst of 
storms y he had learnt to face. them without 
dismay. While others trembled^ he remained 
calm, and placed his intire confidence in hea- 
ven« This placid intrepidity,^ this cool pati- 
ence, this inexhaustible fund of resolution, had 
great influence upon the mind of his royal 
master, who had often , imder the pressure of 
despair, sought the geneiial's quai^ters, alone 
and during the night, in quest of consolation 
and advice* Often has the. heart of the con-* 
soler been wrung with anguish, when instead 
of coinciding in; his way of thiAking , the de- 
sponding monarch has niade him no other re- 
ply than, "It will not doj it ca^not possibly 
succeed." 

Zieten extended even to the private soldier, 
the happy telent he possessed of encouraging 

the 
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the disheartened. He -was aware, that the 
inaction and languor of camps are apt to give 
birth to discouragement, and that in such si- 
tuations the distresses of want and hun£:er are 
felt with double severity by the troops. Tojpre- 
vent or mitigate their murmurs, he would of- 
ten visit the ranks on foot, .as well as on 
horseback, and invite the soldiers to come out 
of their tents. " Well , comrades ! " he would 
say, "What are; you doing there?** As soon as his 
voice was heard, they would instantly appear, 
and cry out, "Long live our [good father 
Zieten!** — "Well, and how do things go on 
with you?" he would add. — "Bad enough,** 
should they say, he was nevertheless able to 
apply a word of comfort. "Jake courage, 
comrades," he would answer, "If ihings go ill 
to-day, they may grow better to -morrow.** 
He has been frequently seen to alight from his 
horse, and converse -With his veteran grena- 
diers: he has dispelled the cloud that hung 
upon their brows, and often rendered them in- 
sensible to the torments of hunger by regaling 
them plentifully with hope. This great po- 
pularity , accompanied with a frank benevo- 
lence 
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lence of disposition which extencted itself in- 
discriminately to every individual in the camp^ 
had gained him the respect and confidence of 
the "whole army to such a degree^ that with 
one common accord, as we have just seen, the 
soldiers had no other name for him than that 
of iheir father. 

In the various battles in which Zieten took 
an active or directive part, the youngest officers 
were well aware, that they should not escape 
the general's observation, — that their exploits 
would be remarked, distinguished, and reward^ 
ed; In the battle of Lignitz, at the attack of 
Laudon's grenadiers, previous to the general 
engagement, a young lieutenant oi the^ prince 
of Prussia's regiment, of the name of Calbo, 
had received a wound. After the victory, Zie- 
ten passed lilBar an officer who was under 
the hands of the surgeon. The general rei 
cognised him, spoke in high terms of his cou- 
rageous ' deporhhent, expressed his concern at 
his disaster, congratulated him that the wound 
was not of a dangerous nature, and took oc- 
casion to praise the serviced the regiment had 

done 
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done the army, and the bravery it had just 
displayed. Such procedure could not fail to 
gain every heart. At the present day, M. de 
Calbo recollects this anecdote with singular 
satisfaction, and the impression it made upon 
him; an impression which upwards of forty 
years have not been able to efface. Thus 
could a word of Zieten operate in the breast 
of the young soldier, and prove a powerful in- 
centive to glory and duty. 

OlHcers of merit, to whatever regiment they 
belonged, could confidently rely On his kind 
services and powerful interposition, in cases, 
when owing to the distance of their residence 
from the king, to some unforeseen accident, and 
not to any fault of their own, they had lost 
the good graces of that prince* Zieten would 
watch for and seize the favourable moment to 
combat his prejudices. Obliged often to re- 
peat his applications, he would never cease 
making them till they were crowned with suc- 
cess. In the campaign of 1761, the king, 
with a view to hinder the junction of the 
two armies, had recourse to several extraor* 

dinary 



> 
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dinary motions; and^ one day, having ordered 
Zieten to make an expedition in his presence, 
in the neighbourhood of Klosten-Wahlstadtj 
the general detached to the left, for the pur- 
pose of recoxlnoitring a wood, two squadrons 
of the regiment of Finkenstein's dragoons, — a 
corps which his majesty* had an aversion to. 
The head of these squadrons met in a valley 
a body of Austrian cavalry, consisting (as it 
has since appeared) of forty -two squadrons. 
As they were confined to a narrow pass, it 
was possible to attack them with advantage, 
provided the charge was made in a bold man- 
ner, and with all the appearance of being pro- 
perly supported. The commanding officers of 
of the two squadrons "^ determined upon 
making the attempt. Proud of repeating un- 
der the king's immediate inspection, the ex- 
ploits which had rendered them illustrious at 
Crefedt and Minden, the troops were resolved 
to force from tji^t monarch the approbation 
which he had hitherto so unjustly refused 

them. 

* M. dc Bei^tdorf , and M« dc SchaticL 
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them. After having agreed among themselves 
not to waste any time in taking prisoners, and 
being properly assured that Zieten would not 
fail to support them, they fell upon the ene- 
my with loud shouts and inconceivable fury. 
The king had scarcely taken notice of this 
movement, when he sent one of his aide-de 
camps, with all possible expedition, with these 
orders. " Tell Zieten to prevent the two squa- 
drons from attacking the hostile cavalry, as 
they are not sufficiently -strong for the at- 
tempt.** The general sent back the aide-de-camp, 
with the following reply. "Inform the king 
that I request him tp let th«m go on , • and 
that he himself would have the goodness to 
be \Htness to their success; that I have always 
said they were brave troops J' th^t it is now 
their business to shew themselves such; and 
that I shall take care to send the rest of 
the regiment to their succour.** The dragoons 
performed prodigies of valour, tile promise of 
Zieten was realized, <ind the king, on their 
return, conferred upon every officer the order 
of military merit, and gave them leave to wear 
a particular kind of sabre in honour of the 

ex- 
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exploits of the day. From this time, Freder- 
ick continued to testify the highest esteem for 
the corps; and Zieten who had the happiness, 
or rather, the merit of bringing about this 
revolution in his majesty's sentiments , never 
ceased to congratulate himself on having chos- 
en the favourable moment, and turned it to 
so good an account. 

Ever serious , , often severe , with regard to 
the officers who were subordinate to him, and 
particularly when they were men of high 
rank, he required the same secrecy on their 
part, as he himself observed in his most tri- 
vial expeditions. He carried his scruples so 
far on this point , as never to give his troops 
any intimation of their destined march till the 
very last moment. On the day preceding 
any motion , nothing was allowed to transpire 
through the whole army, and the instructions 
or dispositions, which he had to give the 
generals, were dictated to them in private, 
after having caused their aide -de-camps to 
vrithdraw. One day, when general de Ban- 
demer, whose hand shook on account of his 

great 
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great age, had requested that his aide-de-camp 
should be permitted to sign in his stead, Zie- 
ten granted him that indulgence -vrith no small 
reluctance, and not till the general had made 
himself responsible for the discretion of that 
officer. 

His neyr officers, his new aide - de - camps , 
and especially when they were recommended 
by powerful patronage, were destined to act 
at first but passive and secondary parts. He 
commonly employed them in the most 
unimportant commissions, and it was not till 
he had put them to the proof, and had be- 
come well acquainted with their several cha- 
racters, that he gave them his confidence, and 
did proper justice to their deserts. 

He made choice of his aide -de -camp -majors 
from among the best of his officers. To £11 
this post, great talents and great activity wert 
always requisite. Severe to an extreme, with 
respect to them, and, at most, pardoning such 
errors as resulted from youth and want of ex- 
perience, he inured them to a rough school 

of 
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of discipline. Two eminent gene lal- officers of 
the present day were long engaged in this 
honourable post with him; the one, lieuten** 
ant- general de Kohler, whom he always cal- 
led his pupil, his friend; who was tenderly 
esteemed by him, and whom he particularly 
recommended to the king; the other, major- 
general de Lestocq, who succeeded the for- 
mer, and of whom we have already made 
honourable mention. They were both proud 
to acknowledge, upon every occasion, what they 
owed to their master, their father, their 
friend. 

To the severity which Zieten exerted in 
every thing that related to the military ser- 
vice, he knew how^ to add proper indulgence, 
whenever he perceived that the officer wtis 
still more jealous of his honour than prone to 
subordination. The case of M. de Komberg 
will furnish us with a proof of it. This of- 
ficer, a man of eminent talents , and whom 
his country would have numbered among its 
best commanders, had not an untimely death 
interrupted his military career, was aide- de<^ 

camp- 
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made him no other reply than, "Am I not in 
the midst of my hussars?** The regiment 
caught the words; and what was m>thing 
more than a well- deserved eulogium, proved 
a further encouragement to them, and streng- 
thened the bands of affection and devotedness 
which attached them to their chief. After 
peace was made, his officers, petty officers, 
private soldiers, flocked to Zieten, as to their 
common father, to shew him the scars that 
graced their persons, and to remind him of the 
spots, and the honourable occasions, on which 
they had gained them. 

His hussars had bom a part in every 
principal battle. At Prague, they had snatch- 
ed the palm of victory from the hostile ca- 
valry, and prepared the success of the Prus- 
sians. At Collin, at Breslaw, they had no 
share in the defeat of the army. Before they 
assisted in gaining the battle of Leuthen, they 
had already bound their brows with laurels 
at Neumark; and after the victory, they had 
driven the enemy out of Silesia. At Zomdorf, 
they added to their reputation; at Hochkirchen, 

they 
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they saved the army; at Kunersdorf, the king« 
At LignitZy they were the first who discover- 
ed the enemy, and the last who remained on 
the field of battle. Finally, at Torgaw they 
crowned their former exploits, in the resis- 
tance they made to a victorious enemy in 
pursuit of the king, by covering their van- 
quished countrymen; in repulsing a column 
of Austrian infantry; in routing a column of 
cavalry; in forming a junction with thie Prus- 
sian army, and in checking the career of the 
enemy in order to afford Zieten time to over- 
come them. And yet the regiment was not 
complete at this period: a part was occupied 
in guarding general Saint -Ignon with eighteen 
officers (among whom were one colonel, and 
two majors,) and four hundred dragoons, who 
had been made prisoners before the engage- 
ment began. 

In general, there had been no battle in 
which this regiment had acted ill; no oificet 
belonging to it, who had not, more or less, 
distingished himself in pitched battles, en* 
counters y or on particular occasions. To do 

!!♦ 31 8 jus- 
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justice to ally they should be all named; but 
their number would be great, and we mu&t 
be satisfied with recording the names of See« 
len, Mohringy Sommogy, Probst the elder , 
Troschke, Herrmann, Mahlen, Velten, Lenz, 
Zettmar, Hund, Pritlwitz, Probst the younger, 
Kohler, Wolfrath, Berg, Lestocq, Kordshagen, 
Drossel, Schulz, Kalis, Koppen, Voigt, Schwaiz, 
Reizenstein, Mollendorf,' Puttlitz, Biela, Breetz, 
Bock, Lowenek, the two Quasts, the two Jur- 
gas's. Without presuming to decide whether 
the foregoing are the most celebrated, we may 
venture to assure the reader, that those we 
have omitted are highly entitled to honour- 
able mention, and that none of them would 
disparage the list, whether those who hav€ 
survived Zieteq, or such, as having [sullen in the 
field of battle, have preceded him to the 
grave. In general, from the camp of Pirna, 
down to the taking of Schweidnitz, there was 
scarcely an officer in the whole corps ^ who 
had not displayed talent, or courage, or pre- 
sence of mind, or the union of these qualities 
together* Besides those who had been de* 
€orated with the order of military merit in 

the 
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the early campaigns of this famous war, there 
were several who owed that distinction td 
their exploits during the campaigns of 1760 
and the three following years; and several to 
whom the king, since that period , granted 
patents of nobility. 

The last battles in which Zieten's hussars 
had an opportunity of signalizing their accus- 
t,omed valour, were those of Langensalza, Ra« 
dolstadt, Saalfeld, Hoyerswerda, Ditmannsdor^ 
Tharon, Boraw, Fantenaw, Habersdorf, Flauen^ 
and Gottsberg. In these various actions, they- 
were commanded by majoi: de Frittwitz, ex* 
cept in that of Flauen (in 1761), whose unfor* 
tunate issue was owing to a point of honour 
which major de Hund had carried to a ro- 
xnantic extreme. 

The victory remained doubtful. In rain 
major de Hund, who commanded the hussars, 
lifted up his Hand, which had been just shat* 
tered by a musket -ball, in ordtr to inflame 
his troops with courage and revenge; the ene- 
my still remained invincible behind their in- 

* * trench- 
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trenchments. At this moment, one of • his 
brother - officers was illiberal enough to ob- 
serve to him Tvith a sneer , that his hussars 
took care to stoop in order to avoid the ene- 
my's fire; when M. de Hund, by way of an- 
swer to so unmerited a charge, xxiihed. with 
M. de Schulz and his small troop into the 
thick of the battle; and, iafter fighting with 
the most desperate valour , they all ' penshed 
to a man. 

In 176&, captain de Kohler displayed the 
talents, of a great general at Gottsberg, in con- 
ducting through a numerous body of the ene- 
my, a square battalion of infantry, flanked by 
his hussars* 

We should be fearful of fatiguing the rea- 
der by any further detail on this head , how 
so ever instructive it may prove to men of 
the profession, and although authenticated by 
the most respectable authorities. 

What Zieten's feelings must have been, 
when at the head of his regiment, he enter- 
ed 
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ed the gates of Berlin; it is not easy to de« 
scribe. Let the reader imagine what reflec- 
tions must have engrossed his mind, during 
the whose march with regard to the issue of 
this long and perilous war, and the singular 
felicity of his having escaped without any ac- 
cident, and returned with the perfect use of 
all his limbs. Thrice had he accompanied the 
king into Silesia; thrice had gathered laurels 
there , and acquired new glory. How sincere 
must his satisfaction*^ have been, to have so re* 
ligiously acquitted himself of his promise to 

fight and to conquer for his country! He 

. * - 

might, indeed, have considered, as partly his 
own work, the future prosperity of a state , 
whose foundation had been laid hy the war, 
whose after -progress would be the resuh: of 
that glorious struggle ; and such animating re* 
flections must have afforded him no inconsid^r* 
able recompense for all his cares and toils. 

These brilliant remembrances, the high rank 
to which his own merit had raised him, his 
intimate connections with the king, filled up 
the measure of his happiness/ and left him 

no- 
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nothing farther to desire. What he had for- 
merly sown with pain, he now reaped with 
glory; and had it not heen for the trials he 
had met with in the earlier stages of his life; 
the repeated victories he had gained over his 
passions; the progressive steps by which he 
arrived at so eminent a degree of perfection; 
-^ he would not have enjoyed, and preserved 
to the very close of his long career , that ad- 
mirable serenity of mind which added new 
value to his existence and to all the advan- 
tages that attended it. 

' Each returning year produced him new aour- 
ces of happiness and new honours. During 
the spai^ of twenty -six yeari,' his sovereign 
i^cfntinued studiously attentive . to distinguish 
him by fresh marks of his esteem, his friend- 
Aip, it may almost be said, his veneration. 
The princes^ of the blood were eager to imi- 
tate the example of Frederick. Henry, Ferdin- 
and, the presumptive heir to the crown, con- 
sidered themselves honoured by the zeal they 
shewed to do justice to the merits of 2Ueten. 
The court, the strangers that visited Berlin, 

equally 
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eqnally admired the attentions which were 
shewn to this hero hy those whose birth and 
rank were so far abotre his own; and, it was 
a fine spectacle for the whole cot^try to see 
the subject thus noticed and caressed by his 
masters and by the family of his kings. 

These distinctions^ for which Zieten was 
indebted to his merit oftly, were no longer 
imbittered by envy. His enemies had disap^ 
peared, and among the witnesses to his glory, 
he coidd only reckon applauders and Mends. 
His countrymen in general, whether in^ civil 
or military capacities, whether inhabitants of 
towns or villages, esteemed him, cherished 
him, and looked upon him as a father, rever* 
ed him as a hero, and considered themselves 
in some degree as partakers of his glory. 

His renown was not confined to the limits 
of his own country : it reached the most re- 
mote nations, where hid name was universally 
mentioned with that of Frederick the Great. 
Of all the Prussian generals, there was not 
one whose exploits excited the curiosity of 

stran- 
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Strangers to such a degree^ or their eagerness 
to know him. In visiting the monuments, the 
beauties y the extraordinary characters of Ber- 
lin, they could not refrain from paying par- 
ticular attention to whatever related to Zieten* 
The empress of Russia, the queen of Sweden, 
were pleased to request his portrait; the lat- 
ter presented him, in return, with her own. 
His illustrious chief, prince Henry, likewise 
paid a similar attention to him* 

It was not only in the field of grandeur 
that Zieten was loaded with, these flattering 
distinctions: a new kind pf glory attended him 
in the applauses' of the lower classes of the 
people. His name was pronounced by them 
with enthusiasm; they paid him a kind of 
worship. There was scarcely a single person 
who was not accustomed to speak of him, 
who had not tome striking particular to relate 
of him, who had not procured his portrait, 
whether well or ill engraved, and who did not 
take a pleasure in placing it beside that of the 
king. Zieten and his hussars were seen in the 
poorest houses I and their exploits and praises^ 

in 
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in bad verses, were pasted against every cot* 
tage-wall. A tobacconist at Aken upon the 
Elbe 9 made choice pf.his picture to wrap up 
his wares, and the envelope soon rendered the 
manufactory celebrated, and its concerns ex« 
tensive.. 

Those who were personally acquainted with 
Zieten , have generally^ acknowledged that it 
wa& not to his external appearance that he 
was indebted £pr the universal homage whii^h 
was paid him: it was solely owing to the 
qualities of his mind. 

. 2jieten wai^low of nstature, meager, but well 
built; his face was oval, his hair dark -brown, 
his forehead Eat, his eyes large and blue. His 
mouth was somewhat wide^ his lips thick, 
^nd the under one marked with a deep scar."^ 
His features were strong, his countenance mas- 
culine and somewhat harsh, though not de^ 

licient 



* He was wounded in the mouthy wHen a lieutenant, 
upon a recruiting-party. 
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ficient in harmony. His looks "were kteady, 
his eye fall of expression and lire , and his 
face highly characteristic of seriousness and 
dignity. 

His 'attitude Tras erect, his gait free and 
easy. He was brisk in his motions; could 
tise his sword in either hand/ a circumstance, 
that proved advantageous to him on several 
occasions. H6 danced ^ with singular grace, 
rode boldly aaid with great ease; and to the 
very end of his life, he preferred the light- 
est and most mettlesome steed to any other. 
Whether on horseback or on foot, all his 
movements were alert: on all other occasions, 
they were sedate and slow; and he who saw 
him in his chamber engaged in his domestic 
affairs, could hardly suppose him to be en- 
dowed with that degree of activity, resolutioi^, 
and boldness which alvrays characterised him 
in public. 

Averse 



* He could not recdllect to have danced more than eight 
times since he was a mere strij^iag. 
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Averse to loqnacity, he could say much in 
few words. His answers were just and pre* 
cise; his replies not deficient in point and 
smartness. His voice was. rongh and manly: 
he gave the word of command with peculiar 
distinctness. His whole person announced se- 
renity, experience^ and firmness of character; 
commanded attention , obedience, and respect. 

He was remarkably neat and clean in the 
article of dress. Such had been liis practice 
from his earliest youth, and he never ceased 
to observe it to the latest period of his life. 
To that I period, he was always found with 
his regimentals on, early every morning. He 
generally wore his hat in his room for the 
purpose of keeping his head warm. As soon 
as he was dressed, his valet was ordered to 
leave him: it was then his custom to say his 
prayers; a duty which he was never known 
to neglect, even during his severest indis- 
positions. 

His breakfast consisted of a bason of soup 
and some slices of bread and butter. He 

would 
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would never take cither tea or coiFee, except 
a kind of tea, made of lemon- peel , which he 
sometimes drank by way of^ diet - drink , as 
prescribed by his physician. 

He dined with good appetite^ and common- 
ly on three dishes. No other vegetable than 
carrots ever appeared on his table. He eat 
that root the whole year round for the sake 
of his health, ♦ and drank either water, or a 
diet -drink which he prepared himself from a 
receipt with which his favourite physician, 
M. Oehm , had formerly furnished him. At 
supper, it was his custom to eat of two 
light dishes, almost always the same things , 
which he likewise partook of with good ap- 
petite , and without touching any other of the 
meats that were on the table. He had adopt- 
ed this rule out of regard for his health , and 

every 



* Hotz, the celebrated physician, brother to the Austrian 
general of that nanie« assures us, that the man who 
would eat carrots every day oi his life would stand in 
no need .o£ medicines* 



D £ Z I £ T £ N. 1285 

every time he swerved from it, his intemper- 
ance was punished by indigestions; so that 
after many trials, he submitted to this regi- 
men, which he continued ever after to ob- 
serve very scrupulously, and at length it be- 
came a matter of no sacrifice to him. 

The patriarchal simplicity in which he liv- 
ed was practiced by him to the last moments 
of his life with such a degree of firmness, 
that at the age of eighty -four, his most in* 
timate friends could not prevail on him to 
make use of an elbow-chair of a more com- 
modious construction than that to which he 
had been generally accustomed. 

His turn for hospitality increased yrith his 
years y and although he was so abstemious 
with regard io himself, he took great delight 
in having his table profusely spread with 
the best things each reason afforded. He was 
fond of seeing it frequented, as well as to 
share in the general hilarity of his guests. 
Without standing in need of any such amuse- 
ments to fill up ih% vacuities of life, he in* 

dulged 
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diilged himself in them with the highest satis- 
faction: they by no means influenced his \ray 
of living y but rather tended to give it new 
charms; and the visits which he received at 
WustraUy and in the capital , became more 
and more agreeable to him. He received liis 
friends with an engaging sort of kindness as 
hordered upon gratitude; and he was studious- 
ly careful to provide every thing that could 
any way contribute to their enjoyments. At 
WustraUy in particular, he would invite young 
people of both sexes to balls and social diver- 
sions. He was happy to be surrounded with 
oi&cers of his own regiment, and that of prince 
Ferdinand, which from the conclusion of the 
peace, he cherished almost equally with his 
own. Several witnesses to these agreeable rus- 
tic entertainments are still alive, in w^hose 
memories this brief description must awaken 
many a pleasing idea, and who must all allow 
that old Zieten, without derogating in the 
least from the native dignity of his character, 
was an adept in propagating delight, and in 
giving new zest to harmless frolics. To his 
more select associations he admitted officers of 

dis- 
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distinctioB and merit only. The conversation 
would then commonly turn upon military af- 
fairs^ and in which he was always careful not 
to speak of his own exploits. 

Every officer in the army who had distin- 
guished himself by acts of valour or general 
probity of conduct , bore a high rank in his 
esteem. He would honour such as if their 
principal object had been to please himself 
only. He was ever looking after concealed 
desert; was fond of exposing it to view, and 
he has often been able, through his represen- 
tations to the sovereign^ to crown it with 
final, though tardy , recompense. 

His gratitude to those who had rendered 
him services during the war, was boundless, 
and indiscriminately extended to all of them. 
Sometimes , indeed, he was apt to carry his at- 
tention, in this respect, too far. A spy who 
had been of use to him in the late campaigns, 
he afterwards made his valet- de-chambre: the 
man, however, not only abused the trust the 
g€»ieral placed in him, but likewise his good* 

ness 



£88 TH£LIF£OF 

ness and indulgence; and it was not before he 
found himself repeatedly and grossly deceived, 
that Zieten was induced to discharge him from 
his service. 

In his youth, the general had^been extreme- 
ly fond of the chase: he afterwards neglected 
that diviersion; and in the decline of life, he 
had seldom recourse to it but for the sake of 
the exercise it afforded him, and the pleasure 
it gave to his friends. He conquered , at the 
same time,' another custom, which in his ear- 
lier years he had carried to excess. After hav- 
ing been the most inveterate smoker of the 
'whole army;^ after having made his pipe his 
inseparable, and even table, companion , for 
forty years together, he suddenly refrained 
from the use of it to the great surprise of 
all his acquaintance. Matthisson the poet 
had procured a porcelain pipe ornamented with 
the portrait of Zieten: this pipe has since 
made part of the reigning prince of Wittgen- 
stein's collection of smoking apparatus, where 
it is now preserved as a relic. Zieten is re- 
presented as the patron of smokers, with the 

hus- 
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hussar -cap on his head, and, consequently, at 
a time of life, in which hq had left off the 
use of the pipe. * 

With regard to his passions of a complex- 
ional nature , he had early learnt , hy the 
assistance of reason, to gain the mastery over 
them; though he found it impossible to stifle 
them entirely. 

To the thirst of glory and ambition , which 
during the period of youth had proved both 
his bane and good fortune, had succeeded a 
sentiment of honour of a more peaceable na- 
ture, though still founded upon a noble pride, 
which would never suffer him to give up the 
smallest of his rights, were it even to the 
first man in the kingdom. He had never va- 
ried his opinion with regard to these senti- 
ments; they had actuated him from his earliest 
youth, and. he considered them as peculiarly 
characteristic of the military profession; hence, 
one day I when a lieutenant, belonging to his 
regiment, was making complaint to him of 
some offensive language which had been given 

IC. 19 him 



figo T H E L I F E O F • 

llim by a senior ofiicer, Zieten made him no 
<»ther re[dy than this, "If you hesitate , Sir, 
on what part you have to act;' I can have no 

% 

advice to offer you on the subject." 

" * * 

Proneness to anger was the last enemy he 
had to subdue, and over which, it could not 
be said, he was ever able to gain a complete 
triumph. He was one day on th^ point of 
pushing down stairs an officer of another re» 
gimeAt, who had takeh an hussar from him, 
and who had come to make his excuses in 
person. All his officers , without exceptiooi 
the moment they happened to depart from 
the line of their duty, were sure of incurring 
his anger, and of finding him inexorable. In 
all other cases ^ and where there w^s no ques* 
tion of military service, he acted in a very dif^ 
ferent manner, and those about him were scarce 
able to conceive him to be the same persoa 
It would be difficult to find a single instance 
of his having abandoned himself up to anger 
with any of his own servants or the peasantry 
of Wustrau. He was satisfied with giving thesd 
a reprimand, and, at most, confined himself to 

threats 



r 
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threats of punishment, without eV-er having 
recourse to any acts of violence: and this dis- 
tinction,, which he knew bow to m^ke be- 
tween the king's service and his own, shews 
the importance he alExed to the former, and 
the obligation under which he considered him- 
self of no^ giving way to his feelings, but to 
kave due respect fpr the invariable letter of 
the law. ' 

It cannot be 4enied that, in his youth, Zie- 
ten was violently devoted to the passion of 
love, and that he was frequently entangled in 
its snares. His own experience, however^ 
jrehdered him indulgent to the foibles of 
others, and his young officers had no occasion 
to complain of their general's severity on the 
aubject of their amorous follies. He would 
often rally them at his own table, with great 
good nature and pleasantry, upon their good or 
ill fortunes: but whenever he discovered that 
innocence had been seduced, or abandoned by 
its betrayer to want and infamy; that the 
peace of a family had been ruined, and the 
sacred ties of the conjugal union violated, he 

** was 
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was unable to set any bounds to his indigna- 
'tion and resentment. The tender passion may, 
indeed, have captivated, and led astray, his 
senses, but it was never able to subjugate his 
heart entirely: it never checked his activity, 
nor shackled his genius ; nor ever palsied his 
arm. His country commanded his first hom- 
age; the fair sex had only a secondary claim 
to his attentions. He was ever alive to the 
power of beauty, to the charms of wit, and 
to the graces. Such sentiments, indeed, it was 
his pride to avow. 

Self- interest tras a passion to which he was, 
during his whole life, a total stranger. This 
passion is generally supposed to be the growing 
infirmity of age. He was invariably deaf to 
its suggestions: to' his latest hour, he remain- 
ed liberal, generous, sensible to the misfor- 
tunes of others, and totally indifferent to what 
related merely to his own welfare. The de- 
sire of amassing wealth could never find any 
place in his heart; that of bestbwing took up 
to6 much room there , to allow of its admis- 
sion. On the suppression of the right of com- 
monage 
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menage at Wustrau, he -resigned the ;most 
valuable pprtion^ to his pea6ant3 : , upon every; 
occasion, he gave up his OMrn privileges , ^^g^v 
melted theirs., and was ever bettering their 
circumstances. He planted colonies on his es-r 
tate, built them houses and barns at his .own 
expense, and extended his bounties to such ol 
the neighbouring villages as solicited his pa- 
tronage and protection. When he had at, 
length, by means of certain loans, acquired; 
the whole lordship of Wustrau', and it was 
necessary to rebuild a part of the village, he 
employed, during the leisure of the winter 
season, all the idle. hands in the neighbour- 
hood, and generously rewarded their labour.^ 
So little regard had he for money, that one 
day he replied to a person, every ^vray entitled 
to make representations on the subject of eco- 
nomy to him, ^1 hope you put no value 

r 

upon that dirt of Eldorado." 

The noblest point of view fn which Zieten 
remains to be considered is that of a man^ 
who invariably entertained the most hallowed 
regard for religion. Hence the pure source 

of 
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of all his virtues, and all his mbtalify; henee 
that extreitie indifference y that entire abhega- 
lion of himself, -whenever his own interests 
came in competition with those of another; 
hence, from his earliest career of life, w^hen 
he first began to push his fortime in the 
world, that uncommon delicacy 'of character 
which never allowed him to have recourse to 
any indirect or disingenuous expedients; atid 
hence, when arrived to the summit of his 
glory, that noble serenity of mind, unimbit- 
tered by reproach; that pure and unalterable 
felicity, which crowned the evening of his 
days, and repayed the toils of a useful and 
well -spent life. 

The piety of Zieten was entirely distinct 
from all mechanical devotion or superstitious 
servility. His sentiments of religion were pure^ 
and simple. He considered it as an homage 
due to the supreme being; and as long as his 
health permitted him, he was a constant fre- 
quenter of public worship. 

At no time , ' indeed , was he ever neglectful 
of the duty of prayer; nor did a day pass 

over 
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over his head, witliout his having acquitted 
himself of it in the silence of his ch^set, ex«> 
eluded from the observation of the whole 
-vForld. His pra^^ers were not lioiited to any 
fixed periods;, h^ (;pnsecrated to that duty his 
occasional moments of ^olitude^ his watchings^ 
his sleepless hours; and his coach was often 
found to have been watered with.bis tears. 

The alarms of war were now over, and 
Frederick and his fellow - soldiers were at 
length to taste the sweets of repose. The 
wounds of their country began to i^o&e up, 
and the reign qf order to succeed to that of 
tumult and destruction. It was Zieten's par- 
ticular object to re- establish that order in his 
own regiment, Tlie discipline of camps too 
frequently grows relait:ed; tho: duty of a hus- 
sar t during the campaign, is attended with in- 
numerable deviations which ^re joiseparable 
from the nature of war, and to which hosti- 
lities of seven year^"; duration seenied to have 
given a sanction.; When returned to their gar- 
risons, the soldiers had to lay aside the ha- 
bits of a vagabond life, and tQ aubnout to the 

yoke 
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yoke of a new system of things. Zleten 
thought fit to begin this reformation with his 
officers. On their march from the theatre of 
War, he fo'nnd it necessary to treat them 
with a severity which they little expected 
after their exploits and the indulgence he 
had usually shewn them during the late cam- 
paigns ; — • and ere they came Vithin sight of 
the walls of Berlin , they had already acquir- 
ed a competent idea of the spirit of order 

which was to i*eigri" there, 

. « - 

The regiment approached the capital , and 
formed in a line before one of the gates. Zie- 
ten despatched an officer to prince Henry , to 
annotmce his return to him in the king*s ab^ 
sense, as his senior general; During the time 
in which the prince was expected to arrive, 
in order to put himself at the head of the re- 
giment and conduct it in triumph into the 
city, the general reviewed the equipments of 
his officers, into which several alterations and 
abuses had latriy found their way, and he 
declared to them his resolution of restoring 
things to their former SUte# In the m^BOk 

while^ 
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while, the ofii<5er despatched' to prince Henry, 
announced, by mistake, the arrival of the 
troops to the prince of Prussia, afterward Fre- 
derick William II, The heir to the throne 
appeared : he wa$ Zieten's junior general. 
The latter taking him for prince Henry, gave 
the signal of salutation, drew his sabre, and 
ordered his hussars to do the same: but per- 
ceiving his error, he loudly blamed the offi- 
cer w^ho had been the cause of it, and per- 
emptorily commanded the troops to sheath 
their swords; nor did he pay the prince his 
particular homage before he had executed 
what the laws of subordination and military 
etiquette required at his hands, 

Happy the subject, happy the inhabitants 
of a country, where the laws are paramount 
to every other consideration; where the gen- 
eral may venture to withhold military hon- 
ours from a prince of the blood and ^ heir to 
the crown, should his rank in the army be 
beneath his own, Happy the country, in 
which that prince was the first to applaud 
the conduct of Zieten, who had thus acted 

the 
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the part of a general in preference to that of 
a courtier* 

After having made every necesdaty arrange- 
ment in the garrison and provided for the ac- 
commodation of his regiment, Zieten visited 
his favourite villa at Wustrau, from "whence 
he had been so long absent. The pleasure he 
felt on this occasion was heightened by a cir- 
cumstance that had taken place there since he 
had last left it ,. and. which did great honour 
to the Swedish troops. In one of their cam- 
' paigns f they had penetrated as far as this vil- 
lage; when hearing it was the property of 
the celebrated Zieten who was waging war 
against them and their allies, they not only 
refrained from touching any thing that be- 
longed to him,' but manifested ^e high re- 
spect they bore him by placing sentinels be- 
fore his house/ examining his portrait with 
admiratfion , and by many other lirmts^ equally 
Aattering and agreeable* 

From Wustrau, Zieten went to Carlsbad 
*vrith a view of recovering his health, and he 

had 
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had * every reason to be satisfied with his ex- 
torsion. He gained much with regard to 
health, and was highly flattered with the at* 
tentions paid him there , as well as upon the 
road. At Zwickaw, where he had often ap- 
peared as an enemy, a guard of honour was 
given him; and although he staid there but a 
few hours , the officers of the garrison , with 
the magistrates, waited upon him in a body 
to pay him their respects. The inhabitants as- 
sembled before the post-house to see the man, 
who, during the late war, had so essentially 
mitigated its horrors, who had encouraged 
them to support the hardships it laid them 
under, with patience and resignation, whp at 
one time, had joined them in their public de- 
votions, at another, partaken of^ their balls 
and entertainments, with a view of affording 
his officers an example of order and decency, 
and the town, a mark of his benevolence. At 
Gorlitz, at Schneebei^^ and, in general, along 
the whole road, the inhabitants were eager 
to give him the most honourable reception, 
and in a manner that shewed he had treated 
Saxony and Lusatia more like a benefactor 

than 
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than an enemy. When he* arrived at Carlsb^, 
he met with several Austriaa generals , . among 
whom were counts Wartensleben , Harrach^ 
and Buquoi; M. de Nugent, M.. de Stampiich, 
and general de Laudon. .It was a fine spec- 
tacle to behold Laudon and Zieten, after having. 
exerted their military talents with so much 
ardour against each other, now united together 
in the bands of friendship and become inse- 
parable companions. 

On this journey, Zieten made the acquaint 
tance of Gellert the poet, who during the 
late war had been honoured with that of. the 
king. In one of the letters of this celebrated 
writer, the general's portrait is drawn in a 
masterly n^nner, except in one particular 
point, in which the poet has not done him 
justice. Gellert -vepresent^ him deep in the 
decline of life, and even bordering Upon a 
state of decrepitude. This was not at all the 
case -with our general. In hisi sixty -fifth year, 
far from giving up the enjoyments of life, he 
was paying his addresses to a lady to supply 
the place of the Excellent woman ke had lost 

before 
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before the beginnxng of the war. He had not, 
itidteAf waited for peace ere he formed this 
project: ha had made an excursion from his 
winter - quarters at- Meissen as far as Wustrau, 
and seen the lady, to whom he secretly des- 
tined his hand, at that place, where she then 
was upon a visit to his family. He made her 
an offer it on the conclusion of peace, and 
the^ offer was accepted. This lady was Mile, 
de Platen of the house of Mesendorf in the 
province of Prignitz: she had no fortune, but 
had received an excellent education, and was 
a woman of sense and of an amiable dis- 

a 

position. 

Zieten gave Ae king a . very agreeable sur- 
prise by requesting his consent to this mar- 
riage; and this may be perceived from the 
gay turn of his majesty's answer. 

"My dear general de Ziehen. 

By your letter of the 4th instant, you ask 
my consent to your marriage with Mile, de 
Platen. 1 grant it with great pleasure, and 
wish you all possible happiness on the occa- 
sion. 
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sion. If I knew where the nuptials are to 
be celebrated, I should not fail to be. with 
you, on purpose to dance with the bride* I 
xemain your affectionate king, 
Potsdam, April 7th, 1764, 

Frederick." 

The ceremony was performed at the bride*s 
sister and brother-in-law's. * The next day, 
a ball was given, and notwithstanding his thir- 
teen lustres, Zieten who had arranged the 
whole entertainment, astonished the company 
by the grace and agility with which he went 
down the dance. The king, though absent, 
signalized this fete by a present of a valuable 
diamond ring which he sent to the bride. 

The following year. Mad. de Zieteh brought 
him a son; and the king, who had promised 
to be sponsor to the child, canie to Berlin 
from Potsdam on purpose, to be present at the 

cere* 



M. and Mad. de Blumentlial of Krampfer ia tKo pro* 
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ceremony of baptism. His majesty was pleas- 
ed to advance tlie new-born infant to the 
rank and pay of a cornet in its father's own 
regiment, and made Mad. de Zieten a present 
of four magnificent silver girandoles. 

To the satisfaction he felt on the birth of 
his child, was added that which resulted from 
the warm part the king took in his happiness^ 
and the flattering and distinguished .manner in 
which his majesty was pleased to -shew it. It 
was not every day that Frederick appointed 
officers in their ci^adles, or waited on his sub- 
jects to hold their children' at the baptismal 
font. 

Sensible of thia favour , Zieten was far from 
making an improper use of it. He brought 
tip his son in those principles which were one 
day to make him worthy of these anticipated 
advantages. At the agie of twelve, he placed 
him in the academy of nobles, without allowr 
ing him to advance at all in his regiment; 
«nd when his friends would urge the king*s 
intentions and th# sanction of custom , in op- 
position 
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position to his measure , he would reply- with 
warmth, and observe, that his son was but a 
mere child. At length, when the boy ^vvas in- 
corporated in the regiment, the general con- 
sented to his being named second lieutenant in 
the place of M. de Malzahn; and in this man- 
ner it was, that the delicacy and scruples of 
his father prevented him from attaining to the 
the rank of lieutenant earlier than the year 
178&; seventeen years after he had been ap- 
pointed cornet. The regiment , , the army , the 
public, admired this disinterested procedure, 
and acknowledged the, greatness of the sacri- 
fice. The paternal heart of Zieten had long 
resisted its own impulses, together with, the 
repeated remonstrances of his friends. It was 
in vain, that M- de Krockow, at that time 
commandant of th^ regiment, with the wliole 
corps of officers, solicited him to avail himself 
of the royal bounty in behalf of his son; the 
more they turged it, the more obstinately he 
persisted in his refasaL At length, M. de 
Krockow perceiving, that no impression could 
be made upon the determined firmness of his 
mind, he was induced to make direct appli- 

cation 
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cation to the king, without the generaVs 
knowledge , and to propose his son as lieuten- 
ant in the place of an oiEcer, who had just 
died. Frederick approved of the coloners 
zeal, while he honoured the scruples of the 
general y and replied with regard to the young 
man, that he waited till his worthy father 
should himself make the application. 

Zieten was kept a perfect stranger to this 
business, which might have exposed the 
colonel to some friendly reproaches on his 
part. Soon after this, he afforded the generals 
of the army an example of another kind, in 
the readiness of his submission to the orders 
of the king. A new military arrangement, 
which I had lately taken place, was at this 
time, the subject of m.uch discontent. The 
king had destined his regiments to undergo 
a very severe scmtiny, and given such exten- 
sive powers to the different inspectors, as to 
enable them, in a great degree, to represent 
himself. The multiplicity of his labours, and 
the manifold branches of administration, justi- 
fied such step, as well as rendered it neces- 

IL fio sary; 
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sary; yet it was calculated to aiFect in a very 
sensible manner , a great number of oi&cers, 
. who were thereby made subordinate, not only 
to their equals , but to their juniors. The 
time drew near, when the several inspectors 
were to review the regiments which belong- 
ed to their division. That of Zieten , which 
was submitted to the inspection of gexieral de 
Lolhofel, attended on the Wilhelms-Platz. * 
The eyes of the whole garrison were fixed 
upon this regiment, and upon its chief. The 
latter had hitherto concealed his sentiments 
with regard to this novel arrangement, and 
he was now about to manifest them. The 
generals were impatient to see how he would 
act on this occasion: he soon exhibited a 
line example, and it was cheerfully followed 
by all of them. Though the inspector was 
by far his junior, he waited for him with the 
same attention which the lowest soldier could 
have been expected to pay him. He was on 
foot, with his drawn sabre in his hand; and 

in 



* A Sue ^^are in Berlin. 
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in such respecFul attitude , he remained stand- 
ing at the head of his regiment. General de 
Lolhofel could scarcely believe the evidence 
of his own eyes: the moment he recognised 
him, he alighted from his horse, and accost- 
ing him, begged that he might.no longer be 
put out of countenance by such a singular act 
of condescention; when Zieten, without chang- 
ing his posture, and with a view of instruct- 
ing him in the nature of his duty, replied, 
"General, you represent the king, and it is to 
him, and not to you, that my homage is. ad- 
dressed." 

At the grand reviews, he was always charg- 
ed with the command of the cavalry. The 
inspector received his orders, and caused them^ 
to be executed in the line. Lieutenant-general 
de Krusemark, who was inspector in the year 
1773, having died a little before the review, 
and the post still remaining vacant, Zieten- 
undertook to command the line in • person. 
He was now seventy -six years old, and it 
was imagined that the task would prove too 
hard for him. General de Wiersbitzky . sent 

** to 
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to beg leave to attend him for the purpose of 
executing his orders. Zieten informed him by 
his aide -de* camp y lieutenant de Jurgas, that 
it was needless to give himself any trouble, 
and that he was requested to remain at the 
head of his ovm regiment : but, having obser* 
ved the general had said something to that of- 
ficer, before he could prevail upon himself to 
yield to the injunction , Zieten made inquiry 
into the nature of it. Wiersbitzky, it seems^ 
was fearful that the general's voice would not 
be heard along the whole line, and had de- 
sired the aide-de-camp to make a signal with 
his cap the moment Zieten should have given 
the word to halt after the charge. The latter, 
piqued at this precaution, commanded his aide- 
d.e-damp not to take any notice of it. '* We 
want no signal;^' said he, *'nor can I al- 
low of any, as it is not our custom; they 
will see when I lower my sabre and turn my 
horse. '* At this moment, the king came up. 
His majesty knew Zieten , and of course was 
aware that he was still able to perform his 
duty. The charge was sounded; it was begun 
without the least confusion, was carried on 

and 
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and concluded, to the astonishment of all the 
spectators, and to the entire satisfaction of his 
majesty. On the second day, every thing 
proceeded well, and on the third, notwithstand- 
ing his informities and the impaired state of 
his memory f Zieten was able to retain the 
king^s disposition, and to communicate it in a 
correct manner to the several generals under 
his command. Fmthermore , two extra - ma- 
noeuvres, which he executed off-hand, and 
which made no part of the general plan of 
the day, were honoured with the warmest 
applauses of the sovereign. 

This was the last time that he undertook 
the command at a review*; and if he was af- 
terwards present on such occasions, it was on- 
ly as chief of his own regiment; and whenever 
he Bdled to attend, it was on account of in< 
disposition. 

In the year 1790, he was for the first time 
detained at home by illness. When the re- 
view was over, the king, much alarmed at 
the general's situation ^ . rode directly from the 

field 
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field to his house to see him; and after con- 
versing for some time with him, he said, "I 
am not .the only one of your old friends that 
pay you a visit; there is another of them 
waiting in the antichamber;' can you guess 
his name?" It was the reigning^ duke of Bruns- 
wick, the father to the present one. 

Every reader of feeling will certainly parti- 
cipate in the satisfaction and triumph of Zie- 
ten ; who, if he owed in part this distinction 
to his military exploits, was likewise indebted 
for it to his sing^lar probity of character. 

9 

In the course of this year, the king made 
him a present of ten thousand dollars, on ac^ 
count of a cotisiderable loss he had suffered at 
Wustrau from a epidemical disorder that raged 
among his cattle. He had lately made an ac- 
quisition of two thirds of that manor, to- 
gether with all the live-stock, * and, as it 

has 



* The jiroprietors of land, in this country, as Tvell as in 
many other parts of Germany , furnish their several farms 
with cattle and with' yarious utensils of husbandry. 
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has been already observed, had raised money 
to make good his purchase. The disaster was 
severely felt by him; yet it was foreign to 
his disposition y and inconsistent with his prin- 
ciples, to complain; nor would the king have 
heard of this accident, and the embarrassment 
in which it involved the general, had not 
colonel de Frittwitz, the commandant of his 
regiment, thought fit to let him into the secret. 
The king partook of Frittwitz* kind solicitude, 
and determined to administer reliefs The affair 
was negotiated with the greatest delicacy and 
concealment; Zlieten had not the least suspicion 
that his colonel had done him this piece of 
service ; nor did the circumstance transpire till 
a long while after, thro' the confession of third 
person, who was privy to the transaction. 

From the cessation of hostilities till the 
death of Zieten, several court-martials had 
been held at his house; and the following 
letter from the king is the only document of 
this nature, that has been found among the 
general's papers. 

"My 
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"My dear general de Zieten. 

In answer to your report of the loth, re- 
lative to the court-martial for the purpose of 
inquiring into the conduct of generals de 
Finck, de Gersdorf, and de Kebentisch, I 
hereby inform you, that I have named de 
Wedel to attend it in the capacity of lieuten- 
ant-general. I have likewise named de Czett- 
ritz and de Wylich in the same capacity. I 
have been unable to make any further nom* 
inationSy on account of the distance of the par- 
ties. As to major-generals^ colonels, lieuten- 
ant-colonels, and majors; there are many of 
theki at hand, and you may make your own 
election. Furthermore, I shall myself inform 
the three lieutenant-generals of the choice I 
have made of them; and I remain your aifec- 
tionate king, 

Berlin, May 19th, 1763. 

Frederick. " 

(In his awn hand.) 
"Forcade may be admitted into the court- 
miartial. ^' 



In 
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In one of these court-martials, he had an 
aiFair with general de Ramin, the governor of 
Berlin, which made too much noise at the 
time, not to deserve some mention here. 

A court-martial was appointed to be held 
upon general de Reizenstein. The king had 
named Zieten president, and generals de Ra- 
min, Wedel, Krusemark, Koschenbahr, Braun, 
Steinkeller, together with the colonels, and 
left to him the task of giving the usual notice 
to the lieutenant -colonels and majors. Zieten 
made ready to obey the king*s orders, and des- 
patched his aide«de-camp to invite the generals 
and colonels^ to the session, and to dine with 
him. He gave him particular directions to re- 
quest general de Ramin to convoke the neces- 
sary lieutenant -colonels and majors. The gen- 
eral , in a moment of ill - humour, refused the 
commission, and alledged, that he could see 
no reason why the president had not done 
that himself. Zieten, much astonished at this 
answer, inquired if the general was indisposed, 
and was informed, that he was in perfect 
healthy and just going out upon a shooting- 
par- 
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party. The president grew angry, and sent 
back his aide-de-camp to the governor ^ not 
to request, but to order, him to execute the 
above commission. The second message prov* 
ed as unavailing as the first. The governor 
replied, that Zieten might address himself to 
the place- major, * and make his arrangements 
with him. The aide-de-camp began to re- 
monstrate, but he was soon interrupted, and 
sent back with instructions to repeat ^hat he 
had just heard. Zieten, more astonished than 
ever, replied, "I cannot conceive how general 
de Kamin can thus neglect my orders. Re- 
turn immediately to him, and tell him, that 
if he persists in not giving notice to the offi- 
cers, I shall put him under arrest, and make 
report of it to the king. Take one of my 
horses for the sake of expedition. '^ The task 
was an unpleasant one; but Zieten was not to 
be trifled with; the aide-de-camp mounted 
the horse, and arrived at M. de Kamin*s: it 

was 



* An officer who is charged with the detail of the gar- 
rison. 
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was late, and the governor was already gone 
to -bed. It was with great difHculty that he 
could get himself announced: he was at length 
admitted, and received the following answer: 
'* Welly Sir, I shall take care to summons the 
officers in question, because, it seems, I am com- 
pelled to it; but I shall not stay to dinner/' 

In the seventy •ninth year W his age, Zieten 
experienced one of the most painful trials he 
had ever met with in the course of his whole 
life. It was in 1778- the Bavarian war had 
just broke out; the troops received orders to 
march; his equipments were ready, and he 
himself was likewise prepared. A new ardour 
circulated through his veins, and restored the 
vigour of his better days; but he was soon 
informed that the king was going to make the 
campaign without him, and that his name was 
not inscribed in the war • establishment. He 
immediately wrote his majesty a very pressing 
letter, and received the following answer. 

"My dear general de Zieten. 
The apprehension I am under, that the 

state 
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state of your health will not allow you to 
undertake the present campaign, is the sole rea- 
son for my not having appointed you to accom- 
pany me. I am extremely mortified to be for- 
ced to leave you behind me; yet you cannot 
but be aware, that at your time of life, and 
after the fatigues you have already under- 
gone, you would be unable to support tlie 
toils of a new war; and you must likewise 
feel that you stand in need of repose. I re- 
main your alFectionate king, 
Potsdam, March flSth, X778. 

Frederick ** 

> 
Zieten was not to be repulsed at the first 

blow. He returned to the charge, redoubled his 

solicitations; but the answer he obtained was 

similar to that he had just before received. 

"My dear general de Zieten. 

In reply to your letter of the 27th, I has- 
ten to inform you how mortified I am to 
leave you in garrison on account of your 
health, which, as I have already said, will 
not allow you to go tliro* the labours of the 

cam- 
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campaign. I am convinced of your good will; 
but no man is required to exeii: himself be- 
yond his powers, and all you have now to do^ 
is to rest from your past fatigues. I remain 
your very affectionate king, 
Potsdam, March 126th, i778« 

Frederick.** 

We shall not attempt to describe what Zie- 
ten felt, when he saw the departure of the 
king and the army. The day on which his 
regiment left Berlin, was a day of mourning 
to him. Before sunrise, he was in the circus, 
near the Halle-gate, to take leave of his pupils, 
his children; and he exhorted them, in a short 
and pathetic fspeech, to be mindful of what 
they owed to their country, to their profes- 
sion, and to their reputation. The good old 
man could not refrain from shedding tears , 
nor was the regiment less affected on the oc-« 
casion. The tears of the brave are graceful, 
and the hardiest soldier needs not blush to 
give way to them. On his return to his 
house, and for a long time after, the conflict 
of his mind was visible on his countenance. 

His 
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His grief was, indeed, mute but it -vras the 
more pungent: it broke out in complaints but 
once, and that happened on the day of the 
departure. In the midst of his family, and 
surrounded by the group of females who 
chiefly composed it, he suddenly exclaimed, 
after a very long silence, and with a deep sigh; 
" Alas ! I have now nothing to do but to raise 
a regiment of women ! ** 

At length he could no longer bear to re- 
side in Berlin: he went to Wostrau, but un- 
accompainied with the ardour and activity 
which had hitherto attended him there. He 
caused several tables to be placed together in 
his dining-room^ covered them -with the best 
maps he could procure of theatre: of the war, 
and passed whole hours in poring over them. 
In a short time, he began to recover his former 
tranquillity of mind, became more gay and 
communicative; and, at this time it was, that 
the grateful woman, whom he honodred with 
his friendship and his confidence^ and* who 
has since ventured to compile these memoirs; 
attentive to these recitals, snatched from obli- 
vion 
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vion such particulars as discretion permitted 
him to impart to her, and has incorporated 
them in the monument she has raised to her 
hero. In the recitals and various details into 
which he entered, he refrained from touching 
upon one point only, — his own panegyric. 
Lavish in the praise of others , he often with- 
held that justice from himself which' was his 
acknowledged due; and instead of enlarging 
upon his proper exploits, he dwelt only on the 
trials and vicissitudes of his life. When he 
came to the story of his duel in Prussia, to 
the brewer's lever which he. wielded for want 
of a sword, the old man seemed to forget his 
age, and starting from his seat with all the 
fire of youth, put his recital into action. It 
was thus, that instead of requiring from th^ 
companions of his^ retreat and sorrows, the 
consolations they trere ill- able to afford him, 
he took pleasure in Contributing to their amuse- 
ment and instruction. 

But scarcely bad he heard that the king, 
with the Prussian army, had returned in peace, 
than he hastened tQ meet his regiment; and 

great 
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great "vras his satisfaction to find it considerably 
improved by the exercise the campaign had 
afforded it. He had next the pleasure to 
welcome his royal master's return, and to find 
that his friendship for him had not been at all 
diminished by absence. This moment effaced 
the remembrance of that of the departure; he 
forgoti the refusal which had given him so 
much pain; -»— and which. was the last vexation 
that imbittexed his life. 

Happy in the repose his country now en- 
joyed; happy in the return of his beloved re- 
giment, in the reiterated marks of the favour 
and esteem of his sovereign, and in the pecu- 
liar felicity of ^is own family, he had now 
nothing more, on this side the grave, to wish 
for. At Wustrau, (where it had been his custom 
since 1766, to pass some months in the year,} his 
peasantry and all his neighbours ever rejoieed 
sincerely at his return. On his arrival, his first 
care was to examine the progress of various 
improvements which had been carried on dur- 
ing his absence; on his leaving the place 9 he 
planned new ones , and began to anticipate the 

future 
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future satisfacdcm they were to: afford him. 
The last satisfaotion of this nature was the 
improveihent of a waste and sandy spot of 
ground, which he had rendered arable and 
fertile, and which • had produced^ him a re« 
markable fine crop of barley. . He never cal^ 
culated the advantages or expense of such un« 
dertakings; he was satisfied with the idea of 
clearing, buildilng, embellishing,, finding. useful 
occupation for a multitude of. hajnds,rr- of em- 
ploying his owi^L^ time in a useful manner, 
and, in a word, of promoting. honest industry 
tlu^oughout the whole neighbourhood. When 
he had already passed his eightieth yeajc^ he 
undertook a considerable edifijce, which he 
had long had in contemplation, and. which he 
still hoped, to see completed, though a work 
of some years. This was the steeple of the 
parish church of W.ustrau, which now serves 
as a principal ornament of the village. He 
applied a great portion of his pay and rente 
to the gratification of his passion for building; 
and the able economy of his lady, to whom 
he committed the entire manageme^t of his 
family concerns, rendered these extra -expen- 
II. ai ses 
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ses less prejudicial to his fortune than they 

were generally supposed to be« 

. . - • . .- 

We would wish to be able to describe his 
domestic happineiss; — »" but to have an ade- 
quate idea of it, the reader, should have seen, 
experienced, and partaken of it with him. His 
iady, his children^ all who were about liim, 
or servfd him, yrere indebted* to him for the 
happiest moments • of their lives. He was the 
beloved master of his family, the bdast of all 
who belonged ' to him. His domestics were 
proud to be in his service, and to wear his 
livery. Of his three ^children, the eldest , a 
daughter by his former lady ^ was- married 
during her father's life-time, to M. de Jurgas, 
of the house of Ganzer. His other daughter, 
after his death, married major de Zieten, of 
the carbineers, a gentleman of the family of 
Wildberg. His son, the godson of Frederick 
the Great, quitted the army on account of his 
health, soon after his fathers decease: the 
states of the county of Ruppin have lately 
named him their provincial counsellor. 



It 
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It was 9 ind^d, an engaging spectacle to see 
the old general, with his white head of hair, 
in the midst of his rising family^ taking part in 
their pastimes, superintending their education, 
declaring himself to be the happiest of fathers, 
and returning thanks to heaven for having 
given him so excellent a wife. With regard . 
Lo the delicate attentions he always shewed 
her, the most tender and complaisant of lov^- 
ers could not easily surpass thtm. He antici- 
pated, rather than gratified, her wishes; and 
in endeavouring to make her happy, he con- 
sidered himself as merely paying a debt. One 
day he expressed in one word, his high opinion 
of her merit, when, with a tear starting from 
his eye, he exclaimed to*her; "God reserves 
such women as you for those he loves.'* 

It has been already remarked that Zieten, 
as he advanced in years, became more gentle, 
communicative, sociable, and indulgent; and 
that he took more delight than usual in open- 
ing his heart to some of his most intimate 
friends. While other old men obstinately re- 
fuse to advance with the world in their ca- 

* * reer. 



324 THELIFEOF 

reer, and form a contrast with the century 
in which they live, Zieten, in most respects, 
kept pace with his, by his ready approbation 
of such modifications as time and custom had 
introduced therein. Among other particulars, 
he ceased to insist upon a point, in which he 
had ever been extremely rigid, — the cut 
and fashion of the military dress. He allowed 
his ofEcers to comply with the modem mode, 
under certaiil limitations which he thought 
fit to prescribe and to insist upon with seve- 
rity. With regard to the females who com- 
posed his family, he wished to see them dres- 
sed with neatness and taste; in all x>ther re- 
spects, . he referred them to the tribunal of 
fashion* 

Ever satisfied with the present, he would 
not , like most other old men , complain that 
the world, of whose enjoyments he could not, 
as formerly, partake, was no longer the same, 
but that it was every day growing worse. 
On the contrary, Zieten could sincerely wel- 
come the verdure of spring, could bask in 
the sunshine of summer, relish the fruits of 

au- 
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autumn y and lire upon hope during the tU 
gours of winter. The various vicissitudes of 
nature, the war of the elements, an agreeable 
prospect, were all capable of affording him 
delight; and those who have accompanied him 
to Wustrau, have often witnessed and shared 
his transports on such occasions. 

His free and unprejudiced observation en- 
abled him duly to appretiate the moral as 
well as the physical world. The experience of 
his younger days had taught him, that close to 
the man of worth are often faund the wicked, 
the impostor, the intriguer, and the base, en- 
gaged in the same pursuit in the road to for- 
tune: and having, during his whole life, en- 
tertained a proper distrust of those who had 
owed their advancement to indirect practices, 
he rendered double homage to such as were 
obligated for their success to their talents and 
virtues only. 

In general, while his bodily frame was 
sinking into decay, his mind seemed to lose 
nothing of its accustomed vigour. He never 

yield- 
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yielded, but to himself: no one was ever 
known to have triumphed over his inclina- 
tions; he had never either said or done, but 
what he himself had purposed. In the latter 
days of his life, one of his most intimate 
friends, who knew him thoroughly, who saw 
him every day, and by whom he was highly 
esteemed, having pressed him to relate tlie 
story of his duels, Zieten shewed him the 
crooked finger of his right hand, * and ob- 
served, that he did not come into the world 
with that blemish^ More, he could not be 
prevailed upon to say. 

With regard to what relat<ed to executive 
justice, he was never known to err. Indul- 
gent to all around him, particularly to such 
as were weak and unprotected, he would al- 
low no one to give him offence, or do him 
any wrong. As soon as the business admitted 
of any doubt, it was his custom to appeal to 
the decision of the laws. Without having ever 

liked 



• See volume I. page 67. 
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liked litigations, he never avoided them ^rhen 
he considered such proceedings as necessary to 
the maintenance of truth and justice. 

He never spoke of death as an event nfear 
at hand. That mixture of devotion and dis- 
content , so common among old people , was 
entirely foreign to his disposition. On the 
contrary 9 he delighted in consoling such as 
trembled at their dissolution , and he would 
encourage them With hopes of long life by 
every argument that* reason, good humoui', 
and his own e:^ainple, could suggest. He had, 
however, long betaken himself to prepare in 
silence for his own exit; and, as if he looked 
upon it as near at hand, had recourse to a 
precaution which manifested his fidelity both 
to the king and the state, and the tranquilh* 
ty with which he considered that awful peri- 
od. He committed to the Aanles the princi* 
pal documents of his correspondence with his 
sovereign during the three wars. This task 
was performed at Wustrau, and in the fol- 
lowing manner. After having employed his 
son-in-law and another confidential person, to 

carry 
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carry into bis bed-chamber and place before 
the fire, a large box filled with letters, many 
of which were written in ciphers, he re- 
quested to be left alone. When his friends 
returned to him, they found the box empty. 
Zieten thought it a duty incumbent on him, 
to destroy papers, the. communication of which 
might have proved dangerous, and their abuse, 
pernicious, , 

« 

During his residence at Wustrau, he never 
failed to visit Berlin otioe a month, for the 
pui^ose of seeing his regiment, of which, as 
has been already observed, he was extremely 
fond. The further he advanced in years, the 
more he grew attached to his corps of oiEcer$. 
He delighted in having the senior ones at his 
. table, to see the young ones on horseback, 
or in groups on' the parade. He admired the 
gracefulness of their carriage, and their ex* 
pertness in military exercises; nor was he a 
little proud of his nursery of heroes; and 
though short of stature himself, he liked tall 
men, and had made choice of such, in prefer- 
ence , for his officers.^ With regard to his ve- 
' < teran 
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teran companions in war, they impressed him 
with sentiments of a difFerent and more serious 
cast. As soon as he recognised one of them 
(for he began to grow near-sighted), he was 
sure to receive him with a friendly and aiFec- 
tionate exclamation. One day, colonel de Lentz 
acposted him; "What! is it you, my old com- 
rade?" he cried, "Come, we have had many a 
hard day together." At another time (it was 
new -years' day, on which it was customary 
for the whole corps of officers to pay him 
their respects), he perceived lieutenant de Ka- 
lis in the throng; and having called him, pre- 
sented his cheek to him, and cried; "Embrace 
me, my good friend; you were of great ser- 
vice to me at Domstadtel." 

One of his old officers having lamented to 
him, that he had not yet received the mili- 
tary cross, of which, he took occasion to re- 
mark, he considered himself as deserving as 
the rest of his comrades; and, at the same 
time, accusing one of the generals of having 
forgotten him; Zieten replied, "Be satisfied 
with the consciousness of having merited the 

distinc- 
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distinction you have not received. Honour 
does not consist in decorations; and the repu- 
tation of a brave officer is worth all the .rib- 
bons and all the crosses in the world.*^ 



During his "whole life, he strenuously endea- 
voured to estimate the true value of things; 
not to rate the advantages of fortune and 
glory at more than they were worth; to enjoy 
them with moderation and dignity. We have 
seen his king, his country unweariedly lavish- 
ing the choicest honours upon him. When 
turned of fourscore, he was still treated with 
the like enthusiastic attentions; the pleasure 
of seeing him seemed to have lost nothing of 
the charm of novelty. Whenever he appeared 
in the streets of Berlin, the passengers stopped 
to look at him, saluted him with respect, 
shewed him to one another, and kept looking 
at him till they could see him no longer. 



In the capital, every time the king gave 
out the parole at the palace , and Zieten 
was among the generals who attended to re- 

ceive 
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ceive it, his majesty would embrace him in 
the kindest manner, and inquire into the state 
of his health. One day, at Sans-Souci, after 
the grand manoeuvres, he had taken leave of 
the princes and dismissed the generals, with- 
out having discovered that Zieten was hid in 
the throng; when recollecting himself, he 
looked about for him, ran after hin^, embra- 
ced him several times over, and seemed quite 
loath to leave him. Daring the winter, on 
his return from the exercise- saloon, he fre- 
quently went to Zieten's house to visit him, 
often entered his chamber by surprise, and 
would never allow himself to be conducted 
to the door by him at parting. It was an a- 
greeable spectacle to see Frederick the Great, at 
seventy years of age, in his carriage covered 
with snow, paying a visit to his general who 
was turned of eighty, forgetting the grandeur 
of his condition, or rather asserting it, at the 
gate of his subject. The princes of the blood 
were happy to imitate the monarch's example. 
The prince of Prussia, since that time, Freder* 
ick William II. never failed to visit the gen- 
eral on his birth -day; and prince Henry has 

often 
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often come on purpose from Rheinsberg, to 
spend a whole day with him. 

The Prussian generals stood in no need of 
such examples of an homage which they 
paid unanimously, not to ^is birth, nor his 
rank, nor the favours he enjoyed; but solely 
to his person. Those expressions of respect 
which custom has consecrated for the use of 
children , and which the imprescriptible rights 
of man seem to refuse to every other relation 
in life, — the highest military characters did not 
hesitate to bestow on Zieten: nor could they, 
at the same time^ refrain from pressing to their 
lips his hand, or the regimentals which he 
wore, which also became an object of venera- 
tion! In this act of humility, the spectator 
considered only the sentiments which dictated 
it, the generous minds of those who gave way 
to it, and the superiority of the man who 
was the object of it. 

Such like attentions one day produced a scene 
at Zieten's own table that much affected the 
guests. He had invited a large company of 

friends, 
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friends , among whom were several ministers 
of state and general ofEcers. They . all drank 
to his health; and, contrary to his usual way, 
he ordered his glass to be filled for the pur- 
pose of drinking that of the company; when 
general de Krusemark, who sat next him, an 
infirm old man and' already on the brink of 
the grave, sensible that^jieither he nor Zietext 
could bear the liquor, chose to sacrifice his 
own health to preserve that of his friend ; and 
snatching the glass from him, cheerfully drank 
it off. 

Nothing could be more painful ta him than 
to be prevented by the ill state of his health 
from assisting at the annual manoeuvres and 
reviews. He would sometimes attend without 
having duly considered his strength , and he 
was one day carried back from the field, half- 
dead with the fatigue he had undergone. From 
the year 1780, he had obtained the king's per- 
mission to appear on the first day without the 
incumbrance of the tiger-skin upon his should- 
ers and the eagle's wings on his cap, which 
it was usual on such occasions to wear. The 

king 
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king had likewise -written him a very gracious 
letter on this subject. 

*'My dear general de Zieten. 

I shall always see with the same pleasure , a 
general of your age and distinguished services 
appear at my reviews, and I approve of your 
laying aside the tiger* skin , as well as the or- 
nament of your cap. Yet, should the weather 
prove cold, I must conjure you to consult 
your health and stay at home. Who ever ha% 
like you, served so long and so gloriously, 
has an undoubted right to avail himself of the 
privilege which the Romans allowed their ve- 
terans. Fay some attention to this advice, if 
you wish to oblige your very affectionate 
king, 

Potsdam, May 17th, 1780. 

Frederick.** 

Zleten was upwards of eighty years old, 
when early one morning he rode out of the 
gates of the city, at the head of his regiment 
to attend a special review. The remembrance 
of this day is still fresh in the minds of those 

who 
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who vrere present^^and particularly his own 
regiment. Scarcely had his majesty perceived 
the general, than he galloped up to him, a«. 
lighted &om hishotse, and -expressed boih his 
pleasure and his concern to see him« Zieten 
i«rho had just gone through his*task of duty, who 
bad presented himself and his regiment to the 
king, and witnessed the condescension of that 
pf ince ^ appeared on his return , a regenerated 
Dtan. Mounted upon a fine charger, he pre* 
oeded his corps as if he had still been in the 
vigour of life; and his officers, his hussars, 
and himself, seemed equally proud of belong- 
ing to Okie another. 

* We should ill perform task of an historian, 
if we pretended to deny, that notwithstanding 
the regard which the king had for Zieten, 
and the gratitude which he owed to, and al- 
ways paid, his services, he did not consider 
him a perfect adept in the art of war. Yet, 
impressed as he was with this opinion, he was 
always careful, not to give him the least oc* 
casion to feel the consequences of it. The fol- 
lowing anecdote will suffice in support of this. 

Freder- 
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Frederick 9 it was.inrell-kiiown^ was fond of 
conversing 'with his generals at table, on tlie 
subject of his campaigns. He was one day 
speaking of Torgaw* 2^eteny who according 
to hi^ late Custom 9 was dosing , awoke at the 
mention of that name. The king supposing 
him to be still asleep, enlarged in a loud voice 
and without the least restraint, upon w^hat he 
was pleased to call* the delays- and errors of 
out general, * and concluded in these terms; 
'*Zieten was, indeed, on the point of doing a 
very foolish thing.*' As he pronounced the 
words, he cast his eyes upon the sleeper, 
who, in return, looked him full in the £ace: 
he had listened with great attention to what 

had 



* Frederick ever persisted in tlie same opinion. **M. de 
Zieten, instead, of inakiug an attack, amused himself 
for a long while with a body of pando'urs, 'VFhich he 
found in his way in the forest of Torgaw ; he tlien 
cannonaded a considerable time the corps of Liascy^ 
which was posted, as we have already said, behind 
the ponds. In a word, the disposition w^as not exe- 
cuted; the king made his attack alone, unassisted by 
M. de Zieten,. and totally unsupported by his cavalry. 
At length, M^ de Zieten being arrived at the place of 
his destination, began the attack, etc." 

S€9en Years* fVar. 
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had been said^ bat had not ventured to^ inter* 
mpt a discourse 9 which admitted of much to 
be urged in contradiction of it. The king^ 
confused and quite out of countenance^ added 
not a single -word, but laid down his napkin, 
and rose from the table. 

We now come to the last period of the life 
of Zieten. For several years past, his infirm- 
ities had increased upon him. His nights 
grew restless , and y he became subject to a 
feverish complaint which proved extremely 
troublesome .to him, and sometimes threw him 
into a delirium. His character, however, was 
still the same, even under the most violent 
pressure of the disorder. One night, when 
he was severely attacked by his fever, he 
imagined there was a fire under the floor, and 
that he felt his bed burning beneath him. 
He called his valet, who endeavoured to calm, 
and undeceive him. His eiForts were vain: 
the sick man persisted in his opinion, and the 
valet was obliged to call M. de Jurgas to his 
assistance. Zieten fell into a passion at the sight 
of his son •in* law: **Do not conceive,^' said 

II» aa . he. 
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he , ** that I am at all afraid of the Cure that ii 
under the bed*" 

In the daytime he appeared weak only: yet 
it was easy to perceire his general decay^ and 
particularly that of his sight and hearing; but 
his intellectual faculties still remained sounds 
and he grew more thau ever fond of the 
company of his nearest relatives. He felt 
himself revived by their converse; heacknoW* 
ledged it, and repeatedly thanked them for 
their assiduities. In general, he redoubled his 
kindness to all around him* 

Besides the best of wives, he had the good 
fortune to have about him, £or the last sii 
years of his life, a person who rendered him 
the most essential services, and who was con- 
sidered by him as the support of his old age^ 
Such merit- is of too uncommon a nature 
among the class of mercenaries, not to in- 
duce us to distinguish from the crowd, the 
man who possessed it. - This was M. Wag* 
ner, his valet -de -chambre, at present, steward 
of the royal kitchen. The worthy man was 

thor- 
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thoroughly acquainted with the humour and 
way of life of hi$ master; by day, he would 
amuse him, at one time, with books of devo- 
tion f at another, with subjects of rural econo« 
my, at another, with treatises ^n politics. At 
night, he usually sat up with him, attended 
him with unremitting care; he, indeed, scarce* 
ly quitted him for an instant, at any time, 
and cheerfully sacrificed all kind of recreation 
out of doors for his sake. He possessed the 
entire confidence of the general, acted not 
only as. his valet, his reader, but likewise as 
his secretary. As long as his master lived, he 
refused various establishments that were of- 
fered him; and at length, he was appointed, 
on the recommendation of the late M. de 
Werder, minister of state, to the confidential 
post which he has continued to fill in an 
honourable manner to the present day. 

The last letter from the king to Zie- 
ten is in answer to one which the gen- 
eral had written him on the return of the 
new year. 



#« 



"My 
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"My dear general de Zieten. 

I feel the value of your good wishes , and 
am truly grateful for them. I msh, in re- 
turn , that your strength may be renei^ed and 
firmly established , and that your health may 
equal your contentment. The accomplishment 
of these -wishes would afford me the highest 
degree of satisfaction, and I remain your very 
affectionate king, 

Berlin 9 January ist, 1785* 

Frederick." 

Several 'circumstances have given rise to a 
belief that the king had a presentiment of the 
approaching dissolution of his general, A maiii 
indeed, on the verge of eighty^six, must na- 
turally have been expected to die soon; and 
that the public^ ever fond of the marvellous, 
should choose to make a miracle of his majes- 
ty's apprehensions, is likewise far from haviiig 
any thing extraordinary in it. 

A peculiar incident soon enabled the great 
Frederick to give his general a last proof of the 
high esteem he bore him, and of the manner in 
which he was pleased to recompense true merit. 

It 
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It happened in the course of the winter of 
1785* The king, had returned to Berlin in a 
bad state of heahh. On the Qoxi. of Decem- 
ber, Zieten, in spite of the burden of eighty^six 
years, went to the palace, at the end of the pa- 
rade, to pay his sovereign this last tribute of 
respect, and to have the pleasure of seeing him 
after fix month's absense. The parole was giv- 
en out, the orders imparted to the generals, 
and the king had turned towards the princes 
of the blood , when he perceived Zie£en on' 
the other side of the hall, between his son. 
and his two aide -de -camps. Surprised in a 
very agreeable- manner at this unexpected^ 
sight, he broke out into an exclamation of joy, 
and directly making up to him; "What, my 
good old Zietenj are you there? '^ said his ma- 
jesty, "How sorry am I, that you .have had the* 
trouble of walking up the staircase. I should^ 
have aalled upon you myself* How have you 
been of late?** — *'Sire, answered Zieten, my 
health is not amiss, my appetite is good; but 
my stirength! my strength!" — "This account," 
replied the king, "makes me happy by halves 
only; but you «ftust be tired;; rr* I shall' 

have 
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have a chair for you.** A chair was quickly 
brought. Zieten, however , declared that he 
was not at all fatigued: the king maintained 
that he was. ''.Sit down, good father;** con- 
tinned his majesty, *1 will have it so; other- 
wise I must instantly leave the room; for I 
cannot allow you to be incommoded under my 
own roof.** The old general obeyed, and Fre- 
derick the Great remained standing before him, 
in the midst of a brilliant circle that had 
thronged around them. After asking him ma- 
ny questions respecting his hearing, his me- 
mory, and the general state of his health, he 
at length took leave 6f him in these words; 
"Adieu, my dearZieten! (it was his last adieu!) 
take care not to catch cold: nurse yourself 
well, and live as long as you can, that I may 
often have the* pleasure of seeing you.** After 
having said this, the king, instead of speaking 
to the other generals and walking through the 
saloons as usual, retired abruptly^, and shut 
himself up in his closet. 

This interesting scene.^ equally worthy of 
Frederick and of Zieten, brought tears into 

the 
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the eyes of the hardiest of the spectators. Zie^ 
ten \ras himself too much affected to be able 
to shed any; nor can language describei 
Mrhat he felt on the occasion. The graver of 
Chodowiecki has preserved this interview in a 
plate 9 "which, among its other excellencies/ is 
remarkable for the likenesses of the group, and 
which is well known throughout all Europe. 

The sun of Zieten hastened apace to its 
decline, and the edifice of his bodily frame 
fell fast into decay. He had now scarcely 
any desires to animate him: he had drunk 
out the cup of life, and had fully tasted of 
its glory and its enjoyments. His favourite 
vrish of living to an advanced age had 
been granted It^im: he had nm his long career 
with a conscience void of reproach, and he 
began to feel the want of repose; he cherish- 
ed the hope of immortality , and prepared fdr 
death I as an event he neither desired nor 
feared. 

He was now ill his eighty* sixth ye^r; and 
on the 525th of January, after having taken a 

ride 
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ride in his carriage with Madame de Zieten, 
he felt himself in such spirits, that he plan- 
ned an excursion to Wustrau with her, and 
from thence, to his brother-in-law, who had 
invited him to stand godfather to his child^ 
He spent the evening at home, and was re- 
markably good-humoured, conversed gayly with 
his children, and observed- to his youngest 
daughter, that he hoped soon to see her dres- 
sed in a new gown he had just bought her. 
They all sat down to supper, when, on a 
sudden, and for the first time in his life, Zie- 
ten complained of being unwell. The conster- 
nation was general: every possible assistance 
was administered to him; and, in a little time, 
he grew better. He then went to -bed, and 
the family had no apprehensions of a relapse. 

The night, which was the last of his life, 
afforded him but little rest. He was heard to 
pray aloud, and at several different times. At 
four in the morning, he called his valet , who 
on entering the room, saw the image of 
death upon his master^s countenance. He im- 
mediately rung for assistance. The dying 

man 
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man had not, however , lost his senses; he 
coughed, and spat; asked if it was blood, and 
before any assistance came, or his valet could 
wawer his question, Zieten was no more. 

» • 

The death of Zieten, though inevitable in. 
the natural order of things , iilledj the whole 
city with alarm and sorrow. Throngs ot peo- 
ple hastened to see his corpse as it lay in state; 
and among the soldiers of all orders and de- 
scriptions, who paid this last tribute of respect 
to him, there was one, who rushing through 
the crowd, approached the body, and from 
the abundance pf his heart, addressed it in a 
speech that was worthy of being preserved, as 
well as the name of the man who delivered 
it. This was an old grenadier, who had often 
fought under the generaFs banner, and whose 
enthusiastic affection inspired him with a flow 
of language, little to be expected from an un- 
lettered common soldier. * 

The 

* This anecdote renews the remembrance of another. A 
French soldier at Strasbourg risited the .monament of 
marshal Saxe. He drew his sword, laid it upon the 
tosiby sheathed it again, and. withdrew in silence. 

a 
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The corpse 9 attended by young Zieten and 
captain de Velten, was carried without pomp 
to Wustrau, and laid in the family vault in 
the churchyard of that village. A plain stone^ 
bearing a trophy and a bundle of fasces, which 
allude to his double capacity of officer and 
commander in chief, covers his remains. His 
name, his dignities, the day of his birth , that 
of his decease, and his seventy - three years 
oF service, are engraved thereupon, within a 
wreath of laurels. 

His family have erected a splendid moim- 
ment to him, in the church, which bears the 
following inscription. 

HB i:.IVEt> WITH FREDEAICK 

IN THE ANNALS OF HISTORT, 

ADMIRED AS A HERO, 

BELOVED AS A MAN, AKD A CHRISTIAN. 

HE WAS BESIDES, THE HAPPINESS 

OF HIS DISCONSOLATE WIFE AND HIS CHILDREN, 

WHO HAVE CONSECRATED 



THIS MONUMENT TO HIS MEMORY. 



frc- 
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Frederick the Great has likewise honoured 
the memory of Zieten by the following letter 
to his widow* 

*'My sentiments^ Madam , with regard to 
your late husband^ are too well known to 
you, to render it necessary that I should tell 
you how severely I feel his loss, although his 
advanced age should have prepared me for the 
shock. To doubt it would imply an incapaci« 
ty of appretiating merit like his. Of that me« 
rit I was truly sensible, and I now bewail it* 
I take this opportunity of condoling with. you 
and your family on thb melancholy event, and 
hoping that my affliction may tend to allevi- 
ate yours ^ I conclude with assuring you, that 
on every occasion, i shall continue to be both 
your and their affectionate king, 

Potsdam, January fi8th, 1786. 

Frederick. *• 

The king survived his general but a few 
months only. Instead of the usual pension, 
his majesty had made a present of ten thou- 
sand dollars to Madame do Zieten and her 

chil. 
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children. The finances of the deceased, which 
had been considerably disarranged by his liber- 
alitiesV stood in need of this reparation. 

To the regrets of the great Frederick, vre 
must join the remembrances of his august 
brother. In the year 1790, prince Henry of 
Prussia erected in the park of Rheinsberg, a 
pyramid to^the memory of his favourite bro- 
ther, Augustus William, grandfather to the pre- 
sent king. On the four sides of the pyramid 
were inscribed the names of twenty -six war- 
riors who had been particularly esteemed by 
him, with a short description of their several 
merits and exploits. The inauguration of this 
monument took place in the year 1791; and 
to render it the more solemn, the prince had 
collected from the neighbouring garrisons all 
the troops, from the general down to the com- 
mon soldier, who had served in the seven 
years* war. A signal being made, the monu- 
ment was uncovered ; a fine harangue , of the 
princess own composition, was pronounced; 
the heroes paid the tribute, of a tear to the 
memory of the illustrious dead, and celebrated 

to- 
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together the anniversary of this famous war. 
The front of the pyramid is crowned with a 
xnedalioB of Augustus William. In the mid- 
dle are the names of Keith , Schwerin, prince 
lieopoldy prince Ferdinand , Seidlitz, the duke 
of Severn^ Platen, and that . of Zieten with 
the following eulogy, composed by the prince* 

GENEKAIi D£ ZI£T£N 

ATTAINED . 

TO A HAPPY AND GLORIOUS OLD AGE; 

EVERT TIME HE COmSATTED, 

HE TRIUMPHED. 

BIS MILITARY GLANCE, JOINED 

TO HIS HEROIC VALOUR, 

DECXDED THE FATE OF BATTLES} 

BUT WHAT DISTINGUISHED HIM 

STILL MORE, 

WAS HIS INTEGRITY, HIS DISINTERESTEDNESS, 

AND HIS CONTEMPT FOR ALL SUCH 

AS ENRICHED , THEMSELVES AT THE EXPENSE OF 

OPPRESSED NATIONS. 

Finally, to crown the glory of Zieten,- the 
successor of the great Frederick placed him in 

the 
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the ^ military Pantheon by raising a statne to 
his niemory. In perpetuation of the signal 
services 9 which during the two preceding 
reigns y the general had rendered his country, 
Frederick William II. caused it to be erected 
in the Wilhelms-FlatZy at the end of the 
Mohren-Strasse. This fine piece of sculpture 
is worthy of the taste of the king who order- 
ed it, of the hero whom it represents, and of 
the artist * who executed it. 

The statue, which is the subject of the 
frontispiece to the £rst volume of these me- 
moirs, is the fifth which ornaments the square. 
The other four, which were erected during 
the reign of Frederick the Great, represent 
Schwerin, Winterfeld, Seidlitz, and Keith. 
They are all wrought in the finest .Carrara 
marble. That of Zieten, including the pedest- 
al, is fifteen feet and a half in height* The 
pedestal which is eight feet high, is composed 

of 



* M. Schadow of fierlita, whose chisel would hare ac- 
quired him a name> eyea in tha age of Praadteles. 
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of gray Silesian marble. It is inlaid 'with four 
blocks of white marble ^ which surround it, 
and are raised in bass-relief. The first repre- 
sents the tiger -skin which is worn by the of- 
ficers of the regiment at the grand reviews: 
the middle of the skin contains the inscription^ 
which is a follows. 

lOHN JOACHIM DE iZIETEN, 
GENEAAIi OF CAVALAT, 
. SSKVEP FROM MDCCXIV TILL MDCCLXXXVI, 

UNDER 

FKSDERICK WILLIAM I. AND FREDERICK U. 

THIS MONUMENT WAS ERECTED TO HIM 

BT 
'FREDERICK lYILLIAM XI. 



The three other sides compose the frontis- 
piece of this volume. They are descriptive of 
three memorable events in the military life of 
Zieten, taken from the different wars in which 
Frederick engaged for the purpose of conquer- 
ing Silesia, and of securing that splendid and 
important acquisition. On the bass-relief on 
the left^ is represented the battle of Roth- 

schlossy 
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schloss, an account of M^hich may be found 
in volume I^ page 88* 

The artist has made choice of the moment 
in which Zieten, at that time lieutenant -col* 
onel, having driven the enemy against a wateg:- 
mill, discovered their general, and -waa on 
the point of taking him prisoner. Baronay 
springs from his horse, and by the assistance 
of a grenadier, crosses the stream upon a plank. 
At the sight of the precipice which borders it, 
Zieten cheeks his steed, and threatens the 
fugitive with his dravm sabre. The mill on 
the left, Baronay*s charger without its rider, 
the trumpeter in the middle, who sounds the 
alarm behind Zieten, and 9 hussar on the 
fore- ground, who turns at the noise, £11 up 
the rest of the space. Over the bass-relief is 
read the following inscription. 

ZIETEN AND HIS FORMER MASTER, BAROKAT. 

RothschlosSf July a,2nd^ ^74*^* 

The second, which is on the back of the mo- 
nui^ent, represents the surprise of the Saxons 
at Heunersdorf. See rolume T. page 209. 

Zie- 
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Zieten appears in this group as a general: 
he is giving his orders, and a trumpeter at- 
tends near him for the purpose of receiving 
them. One of his hussars fires at the kettle- 
drummer of Obyern's regiment. The horse is 
fallen, and the bridle cut. In the back-ground 
the Prussian hussars are charging the hostile 
cavalry. The cottages indicate the village. 
The inscription runs as follows^ 

ZIETEN TAKES FOUR SAXON REGIMENTS. 

Catholic • Hennersdoif f November 23rd, 174.5. 

The last bass-relief represents the battle of 
Torgaw. See volume II. page flo6. 

Zieten on horseback, is looking towards 
the heights of Siptitz, which rise on his left. 
Every thing announces the commander in chief. 
Behind him, is an aide-de-camp belonging to 
the regiment of Kuhnheim, one of the first at 
the attack. Before him, appears a Serjeant of 
the gendarmes, holding his hat in his hand, 
and in the act of making his report. An aide- 
de-camp sets oiF at full speed with the gen- 
eraVs orders to the heights, where the Frus- 

n. 523 sians 
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sians are seen mounting to the assault. At 
the same instant arrives a Prussian grenadier, 
bearing an Austrian Aag, in token of victory. 
All is effort and activity; but it appears to be 
exerted late. Zieten^s horse seems worn out 
•with fatigue, and that which carries the officer 
with the general's orders; gallops with appa- 
rent difficulty. The inscription is as follows. 

ZIETEN CARRIES THE HEIGHTS OF SIPTITZ. 

TorgaWf November srdf 1760. 

Though several years have elapsed since its 
erection, this fine monument still continues to 
excite the curiosity of the inhabitants of the 
capital, as well as the strangers who visit that 
place; and this short account of it, it is hoped, 
will not prove unacceptable to our readers. 



FINIS. 



